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WANGARATTA 4X4 CLUB  

 
 
 
 

The Wangaratta 4WD Club has evolved from a 
few members in 1983, to a membership of over 80.   
The Club is made up of individuals and families 
who are interested in responsible Four Wheel 
Driving.   There is no restriction on the make or 
type of four wheel drive vehicle, and there is 
always plenty of variety and camaraderie amongst 
members.   
 
Where we live: Members live all over the North 
East and beyond, including from Benalla, 
Beechworth, Corowa, Glenrowan, Milawa, Albury, 
Wodonga, Wangaratta, Goorambat, Tatong, 
Langwarrin, Molyullah, Myrtleford, Mount Beauty, 
Mulwala, Yarrawonga, Stanhope, Violet Town, 
Melbourne, Rosebud and Overseas (England).  
 

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club is 
a member of the Victorian Association 
of Four Wheel Drive Clubs.   
 
Affiliations: Members of our club are 

proud to be part of the Adopt a Hut Program and 
work with Parks Victoria to look after Top Crossing 
and Lake Cobbler huts. 
We are also affiliated with the South Coast Four 
Wheel Drive Club based at Wollongong, and the 
Four Wheel Drive Club of WA.  Current members 
of the respective clubs are entitled to Reciprocal 
Membership.  
 
   Membership: Single or family $100.00 p.a.        
 

General Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, generally at the North East Car Club Rooms, 
Tarrawingee Recreation Reserve, commencing 8.00pm.  There is no meeting in January.  Please refer to the 
club calendar. Visitors are always most welcome.                                        

Track Torque: Newsletter Contributions may be forwarded to … 
 

Editor :  Andrew Brown           
 0414 397 802  :    editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au  
Editorial Deadline – Usually 1st of the month.  This is your newsletter so be a part of 
it and send any articles of interest, comments, birthdays, etc, to the editor. 
Advertising:  $100.00/yr.  Please contact the editor for further details.   

 
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editor or of Wangaratta 
Four Wheel Drive Club Inc. The editor reserves the right to delete any section of any article, or reject any article, which has 
been sent in for publication in the Newsletter.  
 
Front Cover: “The Hut Rebuilders” enjoying a well earned relaxation…Top Crossing Repairs 2016 

 

          

 
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club          

Committee Members 
 

President                                   Tom Barnard 
Vice President                             Andrew Brown 
Secretary                                         Kate Burke 
Treasurer                                     Helene Martin 
 
4WD Victorian Representative     Vacant 
Membership Officer                         TBC 
Merchandise Officer                        Peter Burke 
Newsletter Editor                          Andrew Brown 
Property Officer                       Graeme Martin 
Publicity Officer                               Kate Burke 
Trip Coordinator                            Damian O’Connor 
Minutes Secretary                            Bill Willett 
Committee Member                         Glenn Norton  
Committee Member                         Richard Rhodes 
Committee Member                         John Haring 
 
Non Committee Positions  
               
Training Coordinator                       Tom Barnard 
Sergeant at Arms                            Damian O’Connor 
First Aid Officer                          Richard Rhodes 
Social Co-ordinator                     Damian O’Connor 
Web Master                                     Paul L’Huillier 
 
  
 WEBSITE:  www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au  

mailto:editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au
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The Presidents’ Page 
 

 
A quick note to round out the year from the President, December General Meeting, 
 
I had hoped to finish off 2015 on a strong note with the club and I feel that the committee and all members 
have well and truly done this. I apologise for my irregular absences in the second half of this year due to 
health and having a baby.... On a good note I seem to be on the improve health wise and we have had our baby 
boy Ryan just last Wednesday. Both Zoe and Ryan are doing really well but I have to apologise for not being 
able to make it to this meeting.  
 
The committee has been working hard on getting and keeping all the clubs affairs in order. Damo has been 
doing great in his forward planning trips wise for next year. Andrew's newsletter is always a great read and 
very professionally presented. However this month he has had to forgo due to health issues. (We wish him all 
the best and a speedy recovery). Burkey and Kate along with Graeme and Helene have as usual been keeping 
the clock ticking in the backgrounds on all things finances, secretarial, property and merchandise. We also 
pass on our regards to John Haring who has also been battling health concerns in very recent times.  
 
2016 is already starting to show a lot of promise for our club and in order to see this promise come to fruition 
we need your help. There will be a number of committee members that will be stepping back in 2016 to have 
a rest and their positions need to be filled in order for the club to continue and improve on its current position. 
Most of the current committee have been putting in tireless hours each and every week for the last 4 or more 
years. So please if you can help in 2016 in any way, please speak to a current committee member about what 
and how you can help.  
 
Don't forget our Christmas raffle to be drawn at the end of tonight's meeting. Great prizes to be won and this is 
your last chance. Tickets: $2 each or 3 for $5.   
 
As Christmas looms closer and our skin tans darker we must remember that there are a lot of things going on 
at this time of year. Things to specially consider first and foremost are our families. Look forward to catching 
up with them and cherish each moment you spend together. Other items for special consideration are camp 
fires. We all love a good fire of an evening and we still can, but we must remember that the bush is dry and 
fire restrictions are in force. So please remember when camping to abide by the current restrictions and check 
them for change each day you plan to be in the bush. The festive season always sees happy times spent with 
friends, close family and usually a refreshment or two, as well as increased road/track use. So also keep in 
mind for everyone’s sake, to act and drive responsibly, both on and off road. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all in the New Year and hope that this year has been all you have wanted it to be.  
 
Don't forget no meeting in January for the club, so I look forward to seeing you all in Feb! 
 
Pres. 
 
Editor’s Note: 
 
This edition of the newsletter is a compilation the December 2015 and February 2016. There may be some 
articles missing but I will tag any missed and use them next month. A big thank you to members who have 
sent in articles and trip reports… 
 
Regards, 
 
Andrew 
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Presidents’ Report February, 2016-02-08 
 
 
Greetings for 2016, 
 
I hope you all had a happy and safe festive season.  
 
The committee has been back on deck and met at the Town and Country Tavern on Tuesday night (26th Jan). 
Among a lot of things, the AGM and thoughts about the Committee for the 2016-17 year were discussed.  
 
Our AGM will be held on the 8th of March at the North East Car Club rooms in Tarrawingee, commencing at 
8pm.  
 
The Committee for the upcoming 2016-17 year will certainly be a new look.  
 
This present Committee has had a year riddled with personal and health concerns for most of our 
members. We lost 3 members to personal issues earlier on in the year and at this stage, we will be saying 
thank you and goodbye to a further 5 of our remaining committee members, at least.  
 
Four of those members we will miss on the committee this coming year are, the Martins and the Burkes. I 
would like to say a sincere thank you to Peter and Kate Burke, as well as Graeme and Helene Martin for their 
years of relentless effort and support to the Wangaratta 4x4 Club.  
 
It is with great regret that due to personal and health concerns, I too will be unable to continue on the 
Committee this coming year.    
 
It is now time for others to stand up and put up your hand to help out your 4x4 club to ensure it continues on 
in the way the members want. At this stage the club will be looking for a President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Merchandise Officer, Training Coordinator and Website Administrator, at minimum. So please if 
you have any time at all, please put up your hand to help out your 4x4 club in the year to come. 
 
Ending on a more pleasant note, I would like to thank Damo and all of those members who helped out in 
conjunction with Parks Victoria to give the Top Crossing hut a makeover. It was great to see some new and 
some old faces attend this weekend and I must say the hut looks a million bucks once more. Look out for 
pictures and trip report in the following pages of this newsletter. 
 
That's all from me for now.  
 
Pres 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor’s Note: 
 
Please find Nomination forms for Club Committee positions below Meeting Minutes… 
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                                                              CLUB APPAREL 
 
Club Tee Shirts, badges, jumpers, windcheaters, etc. are available from STEER Clothing – 15 Baker St, 
Wangaratta [new address]. Contact person is Bruce Steer. Phone: 03 5721 7773.  
(The club shirt should be a dark green with gold embroidery. 
 
Club Badges 
 
New Club Members who have not yet received their Club badges or any other club member who would like 
to order new badges at $10.00 each, please email Peter Burke (Burkey) our Merchandizing Officer and let 
him know exactly what you require. Burkey’s email address is: bettabuilt@westnet.com.au 
 
Note: There are a number of the latest style Club tee-shirts available from Burkey at discounted prices and 
popular sizes. He wants them gone!!! Bring some money and get a bargain at the Feb general meeting. 
 
 
 
 

Member’s Page   Open Forum 

 

Hello everyone, 

                            Just a reminder to follow on from my i trodu tio  of the Ope  Foru  i  the August 2012 

newsletter, please feel free to contact me if you have something to sell through the club or have an idea you 

would like to have discussed at the General Meeting or brought to the Committee. (Please send newsletter 

advertisements straight to the Editor. Email address above.)  

 

My contact details are: Mobile: 0412 664 922 

                                          Home:  (03)5752 1292                           

                                          Email: gr.ht.martin@hotmail.com 

 

Graeme  

                  David Suffield            Licensed Plumber 

  41 Suffield Lane,  Moyhu Lic. No: 43228  
 

 Roofing   Maintenance & Repairs 

 Gasfitting   New Buildings  

 Stormwater   Renovations 

 Water Supply 

 Air Conditioning   General Welding 

 Sewers      also available              

 Irrigation 
   

          Servicing Wangaratta, Benalla, Myrtleford and surrounding areas. 
 

Tel: (03)5727 9535             0428 279 535 
 

mailto:bettabuilt@westnet.com.au
mailto:gr.ht.martin@hotmail.com
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Wangaratta 4X4 Club 

General Meeting 10th November, 2015 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting opened: 8.02 
 
Present: As per attendance book. Visitors - Howard and Sue Clarke 
 
Apologies: Tom Barnard, Andrew Brown, Bill Willett, Craig Cheetham 
 
Guest Speaker: N/A 
 
Minutes of previous meeting: Moved by Noel Robinson, seconded by Monica French 
 
Business arising from previous minutes:  Nil 
 
Correspondence in:  Benalla Trophy account to be paid for badges. 
 
Correspondence out:  Email to High Country Huts re account to be paid for membership 
 
Treasurers Report: General account has credit balance of $9,943.23  
                         Moved by Virginia Robinson/Neville French 
                                 Term Deposit $3040.38 
                        Moved by Peter Burke/David Blore 
 
General Business:  Christmas meeting 8th December at the Car Club Rooms, BYO BBQ, food and drinks.  
 
The meeting will start at 6.00pm and the Christmas raffle to be drawn with great prizes up for grabs. 
 
Badges handed out to new members Manfred Wagner and Narelle Cula, and John and Beryl Strang. 
 
Sergeant of Arms: Damo collected fines with some great stories behind them. 
 
Upcoming Trips:  
 

1) Christmas Bash (Burkes) – to be held at Edi Cutting Sat 28th to Sun 29th. Burkey and Kate will be there 
from Friday 27th for those who wish to come earlier. BYO food, drinks, cooking equipment, tents, 
swags, caravans etc. Bring along a favourite camping recipe to share. A drive is planned for Saturday 
and Sunday. RSVP 24th Nov. 

 
2) Alpine-Snowy River mid week trip run by Bruce Gooday (date TBA) 

 
3) Buckland and Beyond 2016 (replacing Beyond Hotham event). To be held 12th to 20th March. Early 

bird cost is $130.00. One day/two day/three day trips will be held over the 9 days. Suitable for 
caravans, tents, campers.  
 

Assistance is needed to help with the running of this great event so please get in touch with David Van 
Zanten.  
More information is available on the website www.BucklandBeyond.com 
 
 

http://www.bucklandbeyond.com/
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Trip Reports: 
 
Allan and Jeanette Wallace – In April we went to Adavale for the Anzac Service, then on to Burke Town 
and followed Savannah Way to Booroloola, Mataranka and Nhulumbuy where we left our caravan. We then 
travelled through Kakadu, Daly Waters, Timber Creek, the Gibbs River Rd, Kalamburu and Mitchell Falls. 
Then onto Cape Leveque, Broome, Port Hedland, Marble Bar, Veteran’s Retreat, Caroline Gorge and then 
headed east to Alice Springs, Gary Junction Rd to Townsville to visit family. We came home via the coast and 
the total trip time away was 5 months. 
 
Training Weekend report by David Blore – The theory session was held on the Friday night at the North 
East Car Club Rooms. The practical session was held on Saturday at Eldorado with recovery demonstrations, 
hill starts/stops, up and down hills techniques for manuals and autos. It was good grounding for new members 
and an excellent weekend. Congratulations to the organisers. 
 
Open Forum:  
 
David Jackson – extending the drawbar of caravans to set a central axle back further to improve handling. 
 
Allan Wallace – water tanks to be positioned exactly for caravans and talk to the manufacturers about what 
you can put on the back regarding weight distribution. Check the load capacity of tyres and capacity of rims. 
Tyres have a 4 year safety span. Also check replacement tyres of vehicles and their capacity too.  
 
Meeting closed: 9.07pm 
 

 

 

Wangaratta 4X4 Club 
General Meeting 8th December, 2015 

 

 

Meeting Opened:  8.00pm. 
 
Present:   As per attendance sheet. 
 
Apologies:  Tom Barnard, Sue & Graham Abotomey, John Haring, Andrew Brown. 
 
Helene Martin took the chair in Tom and Andrew's absence and reported that Tom and Zoe had 
had a boy (Ryan). 
 
Presidents’ report:  Tabled.  
 
Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
 
Moved: Damian O'Connor/Peter Burke, minutes of previous meeting confirmed.  Carried.   
                                                                                        
 
Business Arising:   Nil. 
 
Correspondence In:   Nissan News x 2 
 
Correspondence Out:   Nil. 
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Treasurer's Report: 
 
General account has a credit balance of $9890.13. 
Term Deposit Accounts have a credit balance of $3040.38 
Accounts to pay.   Nil 
 
Moved: Damian O'Connor/Peter Burke treasurers report be adopted.   Carried. 
                                                                                                                                                                              
General Business: 
 
 No January Meeting. First Meeting on February 9th, 8.00pm at North East Car Club Rooms, 

Tarrawingee. 
 

 Proceeds of Fine tin from Sgt. at Arms was discussed. Charities such as Local Scouts, SES, 
CFA, Cancer Foundation, Star Light Foundation were put forward as recipients of donation. Star 
Light Foundation were selected as this years recipients. 
 

 One member reported that Tarrawingee Meats had supplied them with quality meats and were 
prepared to look after the Club in any way they could. 
 

 Helene alerted the club to Kurt's recognition of service to the car Club over 50 years. Kurt 
congratulated with acclamation. 

 
Raffle Winners: 
 
1st.  Steve Twoomey 
2nd.  Graeme Martin, who kindly donated prize back to club. 
3rd.   Fiona Van Zanten. 
 
 
Sgt. at Arms:  Burkey took the tin and fined Damo, Peter Squires,Glen Norton's wife, Peter Burke 
and someone for filling a diesel car with ULP. 
 
Up coming Trips: 
 
Dave Van Zanten, 27th & 28th February. Social weekend. Nothing to difficult. Travel through Milawa, 
Bright, camp overnight at Dargo, breakfast then to Hotham. Please look for more particulars in 
group calendar. 
Damo & Pud – Top Crossing Hut. 
Graeme & Helene – Buckland and beyond. 
 
Trip Reports: 
 
Burke's Edi Cutting and surround.  Newsletter report. 
Bruce Gooday mid week trip in the high country. Newsletter report. 
French's Craigs Hut trip. Newsletter report. 
Craig Cheethams Picola and Gippsland challenge. Newsletter report. 
 
Open Forum:   Bruce Gooday had trouble with 2 way radios while on his trip. Some discussion and 
it was revealed that when talking from a 40 channel unit, there may be some problems and 
interference while talking to an 80 channel unit. 
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Guest Speaker:   Graeme Martin gave a very interesting address on Solar Electricity for campers.  
Need to keep in control of your consumption. Need to feed back into the battery, double what you 
take out. Good idea to install an Amp metre in your system.  Remove any broken or damaged 
panels from the system immediately to avoid further damage to electrical components. 
 
Meeting Closed:    9.30pm. 
 
 
 

Victorian High Country Huts Association 
VHCHA 

For information about huts please visit the VHCHA website : http://www.vhcha.org.au 
This site has further information on the Victorian High country huts and activities associated with each area.  
Our club is a member of this organisation, but with no-one currently our representative. 
 

FOUR WHEEL DRIVE VICTORIA  
  
           Driving In A Sustainable Environment 

          For more information visit the website: www.fwdvictoria.org.au 
 
 

FWDV Delegates Brief Sheet to be read out at Club Meetings, and printed in Club Magazines. 
 
 

BUCKLAND AND BEYOND 
12th to 20th MARCH 2016 

 
Dear Members, 
 
As you may OR may not be aware, the start date for the “Buckland and Beyond” event (The Event) is fast 
approaching. 
 
This event is a multi-club Event, being organised under the auspices of Four Wheel Drive Victoria, and is 
aimed at not only Victorian Club members, but also visitors from other states. The Event is being run as a not-
for-profit event. 
 
Disappointingly to date, the Event has been poorly supported by the Victorian Club members, despite the 
Event being advertised in the last three editions of Trackwatch. To date, we have only received a handful of 
registrations, and we are only aware of one club, the Pajero club that has done any advertising to date, a trip 
for members to travel to this Event together and be involved. 
 
This is the inaugural Buckland and Beyond Event and it should be a beauty but it needs your support. 
The Event has been designed to give participants a true High Country experience, and has a tremendous and 
varied range of activities for participants to be involved in. 
There are: 

 Numerous escorted tours to different parts of this wonderful region 
 Two guided tours to the region’s historic sites with knowledgeable locals 
 Detailed training in a range of subjects, as well as demonstrations and exhibitions 
 Self guided tours (notes provided) to local wineries and gourmet food venues. 

 

http://www.vhcha.org.au/
http://www.vafwdc.org.au/
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So what’s not to love about this? 
 
The chance to spend between 4 and 9 days, with like-minded individuals, who love the outdoors and 
especially, this beautiful part of the Victoria. 
 
That is enough from me. I encourage you to please get behind this Event and promote this to your 
members urgently. I fear that if we do not receive enough registrations by close of business next Friday 
12th February, then the Event will either be cancelled or reduced significantly in its scope and duration. 
 
For more detailed information on the Event, please refer to the website www.bucklandandbeyond.com . 
 
 
Regards,  
 

 

 Wayne Hevey   
  General Manager 

 
Four Wheel Drive Victoria 

 
RSL Hall, 2 Centre Way, 
Balwyn North VIC 3104 
 
PO Box 1015G, 
North Balwyn VIC 3104 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor’s Note: There is an emailed Form attached to 
this article from 4WD Vic for Registration to the 
Buckland and Beyond Event. Email me if you need a  
copy of the Form or go to the Website above. 
 
Please note that Noel and Irene Ham, and other members 
have put in a great deal of time and effort to support the  
success of this event. It will be a cracker. 
 
Looking for trip reports from Club Member attendees… 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bucklandandbeyond.com/
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Top Crossing Maintenance Day 
 

Parks Victoria in conjunction with the Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club ran a Top Crossing Hut 
maintenance day on Saturday the 16th of Jan 2016. 
 
Everyone had a fantastic day, put in a huge amount of effort. We managed to repair everything that required 
fixing and even managed to give the hut a coat of paint.  The morning tea provided by Chris Clark was most 
appreciated. 

 
 
Photo: The whole team standing in front  
of the freshly painted hut 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: The heritage restoration experts, the 
wall frame being repaired and the tin being 
replaced with matching second hand 
corrugated iron. 

 
 

 
 
 
Photo: The door being repaired and the tin being re-
attached 
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Photo: The fire place being mortared back together 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                    Photo: Tin being cut to size 
 
Photo: The master painter 

Photo: The apprentice  
painters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: The site supervisor 
   
 
 
Photo: And a very dirty 
Ranger… 
   
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

An awesome job (Ed.)… Report by Ranger Simeon Buckley 
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TRIP REPORT: TOP CROSSING HUT 

  
Twelve members from the Wangaratta 4wd club, Glenn 'PUD' Norton and wife Robyn, Neville and Monica French, 
Graham and Sue Abotomey, John and Beryl Strang, David 'ROBBO' Robinson, Dean Goodsell, Kerry and myself, 
Damian O'Connor, with two, extra little helpers in Thomas O'Connor and Callum Halliday "Pud and Robyn’s grandson", 
in conjunction with a member of Parks Victoria, Ranger Simeon "SIMM" Buckley, headed up to Top Crossing Hut on 
Saturday 16th of January to refurbish the hut back to a good and useable condition. 
  
In negotiation with Chris Clarke, the team leader Ranger in Charge for the Whitfield area, we came up with a plan of 
attack of what needed to be done to the hut, unfortunately Chris couldn’t be there on the day, but made his way up to 
say a quick hello and dropped us off some morning tea, in the way of a couple of cakes. Mmmm, mud cake! 
  
The Hut needed a few panels of mini corrugated iron that needed to be replaced.  
 
Thankyou to "Pud" for organising and bringing the replacement mini ‘corri’ along. 
  
When the old mini ‘corri’ was taken off along one side of the hut, we took off a long wooden support beam that also had 
to be replaced. We cut and fitted another one to go in its place to secure the new sheets of mini corrugated iron on the 
side wall. (See photoss above…) 
  
While that job was being done, the door was in need of repair and had to be strengthened. The hut needed a good 
cleanout inside, the fire place had a few holes from where its mortar had crumbled and had lost a few rocks that 
surrounded it. This was the job Sue planned on doing, fixing the fire place up and re-mortaring it to bring it back up to 
new again. 
  
Back on the outside, other members were scraping the old peeling paint off the walls with wire brushes, getting it ready 
for a new lick of paint. 
 
Nearly every inch of the hut received a new coat of paint. Being a worksite, the young fellas Thomas and Callum had to 
keep a distance away until it was ready for painting.  As discussed with Chris Clarke and Simm, we couldn’t not let the 
young fellas that were eager to help, not too, so we thought it was a good idea to get them involved and to help with the 
painting. When the paint tins and brushes were brought out, the eyes of both Thomas and Callum lit up and they were 
eager to start painting,  I reckon they nearly painted half the hut between the two of them, with the guidance of the rest 
of the fellow members. 
  
Finally late in the arvo when the hut was completed, we had Kerry and Simm take a couple of photos as a group in front 
of the finished hut, before saying our goodbyes to Graham, Sue and Robbo as well as Simm. The rest of us decided it 
was time to walk down to the river, find a nice little bit of water between the rocks and relax with a beveridge or two, to 
unwind and watch the young fellas try to skim some rocks in the river before starting the fire to cook our dinners on. 
  
Sunday morning saw only four vehicles ready for an adventure. The plan was to go from Top Crossing Hut, up Buckland 
Spur to Tomahawk hut and back down Evans Creek track. Pud asked me the question, “How far is it to Craigs Hut?” 
Pud and Robyn hadn’t been there, neither had John, Beryl and Dean, so me and Kerry said, “Change of plans, we might 
head up and show you Craigs Hut”.We also, took in some other huts on the way, including Tomahawk hut, where we 
stopped for morning tea, No 3 refuge hut, and Razorback hut for a late lunch, then onto Craigs Hut. Then we made our 
way to Mansfield to the BP servo to air up our tyres and have a coffee before we all said our goodbyes and parted ways. 
  
It was a great weekend, and another good trip up through the hills. 
  
Thank you to all the members who helped on the weekend.  
 
It was a top effort by all getting the hut back up to good condition to see a few more years of weather 
  
Cheers, 
 
Damo 
 
 
Ed: Thanks for your effort Damo to get the job done and writing such a great report. Till next time. 
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Trip Report 
Alpine National Park – Cobberas trail 

22-25 November 2015 
 

Graham & Sue Abotomey – Ford Ranger                     Barry Richardson - Pajero 
Ian & Trish Barry – Nissan Ute                            John Sullivan – Toyota LC 
David Blore – Toyota LC                                  Bruce Gooday – Toyota LC 

 
On this trip we travelled through some of the most remote areas in the Victorian High Country.  The 
Cobberas Trail is in the northern part of the Alpine National Park to the north-east of Omeo.  The 
trail is part of the original route used by early settlers travelling between the Monaro district in NSW 
and Omeo.  From the south, the trail commences near Native Dog Flat on the Limestone Road, 
passes through a High Country Plains area known as The Playgrounds and joins the MacFarlane 
Flat Track near the source of the Murray River.  Further east the track links up with the 
Ingeegoodbee Track and the Snowy River Road. 
 
On day one, a Sunday, we met at Myrtleford and left at about 9.00am for the drive over Mt Hotham.  
Before we reached Harrietville it was obvious that many cyclists were heading in the same direction 
as us.  When we started the climb up the mountain we realised that we would be sharing the road 
with lots of lycra all of the way to the top.  Like counting the sand dunes in the Simpson, counting 
the cyclists was given up after about the first fifteen minutes up the mountain – there were hundreds 
of them all doing some very serious pedal pushing.  Fortunately for us it was early in the day and we 
encountered few kamikaze riders coming towards us down the mountain. 
 
Our intended quiet coffee stop at Dinner Plain was like Bourke Street on a Friday afternoon with 
people everywhere and hardly a parking space to be found, so after a short stop we continued on to 
the Omeo Bakery for a coffee and lunch.  Fuel tanks were topped up at Benambra (no fuel at Omeo 
on a Sunday except for those who can use a Caltex card at the self-serve) and camp site for the 
night at Limestone Creek was reached mid-afternoon, with plenty of time to set up camp and 
explore the cave on the other side of the creek.  Limestone Creek was our first of several 
encounters with high country brumbies.  There is plenty of evidence of their presence with many 
fresh piles of dung along the tracks. 
 
Day two was the day for some serious 4WDing relieved by morning tea and lunch stops on the 
grassy plains of The Playgrounds and MacFarlane’s Flat.  The Cobberas Trail is a dry-weather-only 
track rated as difficult – Ron Moon advises simply “not for the faint hearted”.  Along the way there is 
some great scenery, especially along the eastern side of Mt Cobberas No 1.  Several small creek 
crossings were negotiated without difficulty as was the crossing of the Ingeegoodbee River.  There 
is a long steep climb from the river to the ridge line, then an easy run to Mt Menaak and the nearby 
helipad from which there is one of the best 360 degree views in the whole of the High Country.  
After soaking up the view we descended to the Snowy River Road and headed north to our camp at 
Willis on the banks of the Snowy River, once again arriving mid-afternoon. 
 
There had been some serious track clearing of the Cobberas Trail prior to its reopening at the end 
of October.  Although the surface of the trail had not been repaired, many large trees had been 
removed, and at two spots where the fallen trees were too large for the track clearing crew, detour 
tracks had been cut around the fallen trees.  Our sincere thanks go to the track clearing crew who I 
understand were volunteers (most likely a 4WD club).  If you are out there and reading this – well 
done – you made us feel rather guilty for not doing our bit in our own area at the start of the season. 
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The camp site by the Snowy River at Willis only needed a hot shower to get a 5 star rating.  We all 
found flat shady spots and most of the crew enjoyed a relaxing swim in the fast flowing river.  An 
environmental release of water from Lake Jindabyne prior to the trip ensured that there was plenty, 
but not too much, water.  As there were no fire restrictions at the time we were able to enjoy a camp 
fire (as we did at Limestone Creek and later at Bentley Plain). 
 
On day three we travelled back down the Snowy River Road to Gelantipy, stopping along the way at 
the old Suggan Buggan School House which was built about 1860 by the O’Rourkes – the first 
permanent settlers of Suggan Buggan.  From Gelantipy we enjoyed a forest drive west to Bentley 
Pain where we set up camp for the night.  The Bentley Plain campground is a short walk from the 
Moscow Villa Hut which must be the most palatial hut in the High Country.  As for the previous two 
nights, we had the campground to ourselves and again enjoyed a campfire with wood provided by 
Graham and the Ranger. 
 
Day four was return home day with coffee at the Omeo Bakery and lunch and ice-creams at 
Harrietville. 
 
Overall, we travelled about 800 kilometres.  We enjoyed sunny 26 degree days and cool nights.  
There was no vehicle damage, no mechanical issues, no one needed a second go at any of the hill-
climbs, and no other traffic on the Cobberas Trail.  Many thanks to my fellow travelers for making 
the trip one of the most enjoyable I have been on in the High Country. 
 
Bruce Gooday 
 
 
 

Edi Cutting Xmas Weekend 
 

On Friday, there was some preparation attended to for the Xmas weekend with the cleaning of the 
fire pit, setting up of the club marquee and hanging up the red and white balloons to guide members 
to the campground. Thanks to Graeme Martin for helping with the marquee and hanging the 
balloons, despite popping some of them. Nev and Monica French arrived after lunch and set up 
their tents. At 3.00pm I left to go back home to get ready for my work Xmas party that evening. 
During my absence, Graham and Sue Abotomey, Damian, Kerry and Tom O’Connor, and John and 
Beryl Strang arrived. A lovely campfire kept everybody warm I was told when I returned at nearly 
midnight. 
 
Saturday morning was very leisurely with members having breakfast and spending time chatting 
with each other. Graeme Martin had already left at 7.15am to attend a meeting in Merrijig. The 
O’Connor’s packed up and left after breakfast to attend a wedding that day and just before lunch DJ 
arrived and brought a guest, Peter Squire, with him. After introductions were completed we all had 
lunch before heading out to the planned trip of the day with the first destination being Deer Hut.  
 
Well…the track to the hut turned out to be interesting with lots of twists and turns, ruts, tight 
passages and a couple of fallen trees which Graham Abotomey dealt with competently with his 
trusty chainsaw. It was a track which required lots of negotiating skills and everybody tackled it very 
well. The effort to turn 6 vehicles around the sardine can of a parking space was remarkable. The 
track was a one way in/ one way out and with the smile on his face I knew Burkey was having fun. 
Had the track been wet it would have been difficult. Robbo caught up with us after waiting at the end 
of the hut track and continued with the group for the rest of the drive. 
 
Due to the time it took to traverse this particular track we were unable to visit the other locations, so 
the unanimous decision was to return back to camp. We headed back via Black Range Track to find  
 



Track Torque 

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc      Dec 2015/ Feb 2016                                             Page 16 
 

 
a large group of vehicles and a police vehicle near a communications tower which the CFA also 
use. Apparently vandals had tried to break in causing extensive damage to the tower door. The 
workers were putting up a new fence to deter further break in attempts. We arrived back at camp at 
4.30pm to freshen up before dinner. Monica took the ‘freshen up’ literally and jumped in the King 
River, clothes and all. Robbo and DJ left to go back home but guest, Peter stayed and Graeme 
returned later in the evening. After dinner we all sat around the campfire for some more banter and 
Morton jokes (thanks Graeme - can always count on you for those jokes). 
 
We awoke to a beautiful Sunday morning, filled up on breakfast and this time Nev French led the 
trip. Graeme Martin left to go back home and the O’Connor’s returned just in time for the trip and we 
set off at 10.00am to reach our first track which was Long Spur track. On the way Graham 
Abotomey provided a wonderful insight into the history of the tobacco industry which originated in 
the area. Burkey and I had always wondered what those hut-like things were. Thanks Graham. 
 
After airing down the tyres and crossing a shallow river we entered Long Spur track. The Strangs 
got a little stuck at one point but with directions from Graham, they were on their way again. We 
turned into Sandy Flat track and Burkey was wondering why the vehicle was not braking evenly 
downhill only to find he had turned the hubs ‘off’ instead of ‘on’ by mistake. We crossed another 
river (a little deeper this time) before getting onto Top Crossing track. Burkey and I were behind Nev 
and we came upon them stopped on the track with Nev’s bonnet up on his vehicle. Apparently the 
radiator cap was loose causing it to boil. The problem was sorted quickly with Damo coming to the 
rescue with 10 litres of water he had in his vehicle and Burkey carefully pouring it in bit by bit. We 
turned into Buckland Spur track which proved to be a little rocky calling on more negotiating skills, 
then onto Evans Creek track to Evans Creek Hut for a break and photos. We got back onto Top 
Crossing track, drove past Lake William Hovell, checked out the spillway and then headed back to 
camp arriving around 2.30pm. It was a great drive and all drivers enjoyed the trip, even Peter, our 
guest. Thanks Nev. 
 
A big thanks to Sue Abotomey for babysitting all our camping gear both days whilst she relaxed with 
her reading and enjoying the peace. 
 
And thank you to those that attended to make it a fun trip.  
 
 
Kate Burke                                       Photo: In front of Deer Hut 
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Ed:  Jeanette Wallace sent in this belated snippet of a trip she and Allan did last year…tha ks Jea ette. 
 

 

                                            Message from Jeanette and Allan Wallace 
 

 

I know many of you in our 4 wheel drive club enjoy the range of 4 wheel drive magazines out there. I would 
like to recommend 2 recent ones - Overlander magazine (January) & 4WD Action No 246 (February).  
 
You will recognise two people (very suspicious characters) in the photos (namely Allan & Jeanette Wallace).  
 
Both articles are on Kakadu (the first on Southern Kakadu) and are very well written and have great photos.  
 
We cannot take credit for either the photos or content as Geoff Martin (a friend of ours), did both. He loves 4 
wheel drive travel and submits articles on his trips to a number of magazines. Allan and I look forward to 
further articles on Arnhem Land and Litchfield National Park where we also visited, which I’m sure Geoff 
will also submit. Geoff and his wife Denise, Kerrie and Trevor, Allan and I travelled together last May/June 
for 5 weeks having a fantastic time in our Cruiser utes and TrayOns.  
 
This first photo is of our rigs returning from the Cobourg Peninsular Arnhem Land.   

 

 
 

Here’s Trevor and Denise crossing Reynolds River (Litchfield) 
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Camm’s Top Place Trip – 18th to 20th January 2016-01-24 
 
 

David Blore (Trip Leader), Bruce Gooday, Graham and Sue Abotomey, Barry Richardson, 
Tony and Jill Miller, Ian and Trish Barry 
 
After meeting up at 9am Monday morning, in Myrtleford, we headed off to Dinner Plain where we 
had morning tea. All the shops were closed so we couldn’t get a proper coffee fix.  
 
Headed down Dinner Plain Track, which isn’t all that difficult but provides a pleasant drive through 
eucalypt forest. David was expecting news from home about a property settlement, so stopped to 
make some phone calls. The convoy continued on towards Birrregun Road while David led from the 
rear.  
 
Just off Berrigun Road is the “Dogs Grave”, a memorial to all working dogs. We stopped here for 
lunch. A new hut, constructed by the Australian Dear hunters Association, is located at this site and 
would be a welcome relief in cold or wet weather. 
 
After lunch we headed down Dane Track, passing two teams of DEWLP workers doing track-
clearing work, before arriving at the Wentworth River.  We crossed the river, with no difficulty. From 
here the track up to Camm’s Top Hut became a bit overgrown so we waited while David did a recci.  
The track was blocked a short distance from the hut. No one was interested in viewing the 
dilapidated hut so we turned our thoughts to where we might camp the night. While there was a nice 
campsite at the river, we agreed that the fire risk was high and a quick exit was not readily available. 
We took the prudent decision to camp on the Dargo River north of Dargo. So we climbed up 
Murdering Spur Track to Birregun Road and motored on to Ollie’s Jump-up Campsite.  
 
Next morning we drove into Dargo for coffee. Here we discovered that the day had been declared a 
Total Fire Ban day – except for East Gippsland. We drove up the Dargo High Plains Road to the 
historic Grant township site. Ian’s Patrol showed some signs of over-heating, which was a concern, 
but the temperature gauge returned quickly to normal as the gradient flattened out. The convoy 
motored down to Talbotville, minus Ian and Trish who decided to take a closer look around Grant. 
After lunch we regrouped at Grant and then drove up the Dargo High Plains Road to King Spur 
Track where we viewed Lankey Plain Hut before continuing down to Mayford (old town site) on the 
Upper Dargo River.                           Photo: Lankey Plain Hut 
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Mayford provides wonderful camping opportunities and we selected a great site near to a swimming 
hole, which was put to great use. A black snake swam across the river just upstream of our group, 
which provided some excitement, though the snake took no notice of the swimmers. No campfire 
tonight, due to the Total Fire Ban, so we employed alternative meal preparation methods.  
 
Over night it began raining softly. Mayford is not where you want to be if it rains, as the clay-based 
track becomes very slippery. Fortunately we only had enough rain to settle the dust, and the drive 
out was uneventful. Even Ian’s Patrol behaved itself with no signs of overheating despite the long 
steep climb.  
 
We drove out to the Blue Rag Trig point. The rock ledges have been graded out so, at the moment, 
it is a straightforward climb. As the weather had closed in we didn’t have the greatest of views and it 
began raining as we prepared morning tea. From here we drove down to Harrietville for coffee and 
an early pie for lunch for some.  
 
A relaxing mid-week trip. Thank you again to David for organising this trip.  
 
 
Ian Barry 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kate’s Cor er 
 

 

Kate has ee  usy agai  se di g out arti les to the ewspapers. Fro  the Wa garatta Chro i le… 
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CLUB CALENDAR 2015    
Remember club trips are not set in stone so there will be times when trip dates will be changed to suit members and the 
weather.   

 
 

2016 – Trip & Event Calendar 
Date Trip/Event Location Rating Contact Notes 

January 
Sat 16 & Sun 17 Top Crossing Hut 

refurbishment 
weekend 

Upper King River, 
Alpine National 

Park 

X Damian O’Connor 
E: damnkez@people.net.au 

Mob: 0417 526 175 

7:30am departure 
Sat. Tent camping 
only. RSVP by 6th 

January. 
Mon 18–Wed 20 Omeo Region Travel via Mt 

Hotham & Dinner 
Plain Tk 

X-X David Blore 
E: david.blore@gmail.com 

Mob: 0407 885 410  
 

Max 6 vehicles. 
Tent based camping. 

This trip is now 
full. 

February 
Tue 9 Feb Monthly General 

Meeting 
NE Car Clubrooms, 

Nolan Rd 
Tarrawingee 

Recreation Reserve 

-------- The Secretary: 
E: 

info@wangaratta4x4club.org.au 
Tel: (03) 5762 8196 

 

7:30pm for a 8pm 
start. 

Guest Speaker: 
Michael Bruce (ARB) 

 
Sun 14 Feb Wangaratta Swap 

Meet 
Wangaratta 

Showgrounds 
-------- Opportunity to pick up 4WD parts. Admission $8 

Sun 21 Feb Victorian 4WD Show Wandin Park 
Equestrian Centre-

Wandin North 

-------- Website: 
<http://www.victorian4wdshow.com.

au> 

Time: 9am–4:30pm. 
Admission $15 

,children U16 free. 
Sat 27 & Sun 28 Feb A Gastronomic 

Delights Tour 
TBA* X Dave & Fiona Van Zanten 

E: 4wd@dcabs.com.au 
Mob: 0400 936 113 

 
Refer to September ‘15 ‘Track 

Torque’ for details. 

Combined trip with 
Wang 4x4 Club trip 
& Albury -Wodonga 

4WD Club 

March 
Tue 8 March ANNUAL General 

Meeting 
NE Car Clubrooms, 
Nolan Rd 
Tarrawingee 
Recreation Reserve 

-------- The Secretary: 
E: 

info@wangaratta4x4club.org.au 
Tel: (03) 5762 8196 

 

7:30pm for a 8pm 
start. 

 

12-20 March Buckland & Beyond Upper Buckland 
Valley X Website: 

<http://www.bucklandandbeyo
nd.com/> 

This is conducted as 
a multi-club event 

under the banner of 
4WD Vic.  

April 
29, 30 April & 1 May Albury Caravan, 

Camping, 4WD, Fish 
& Boat Show 

Albury 
Showgrounds-Mate 
St Albury. 

------- Website: 
<http://www.murrayriver.com.au

/event/1613-caravan-camping-
4wd-fish-boat-show/> 

 

August 
19-21 August National 4x4 Outdoor 

Show & Fishing & 
Boating Expo.   

Melbourne 
Showgrounds 

------- Website: 
<http://4x4show.com.au/MEL/> 

 

*TBA = To Be Announced                          Last update: 13/1/2016 

mailto:4wd@dcabs.com.au
http://www.bucklandandbeyond.com/
http://www.bucklandandbeyond.com/
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Trip Grading 
GREEN (X) — Easy — Sealed roads or good unsealed tracks with limited 4WDriving expected. 
 
BLUE (X) — Medium — Low range may be needed with a snatch recovery possible. Obstacles and hazards should  
negotiated by vehicles without assistance, although some assistance maybe required. 
 
BLACK (X) — Difficult — Steep or rutted terrain. Considerable low range driving. Snatch or winch recoveries maybe  
required. Minimum tyre requirement – All Terrain or better but more aggressive tyres maybe specified at the discretion of the trip leader. 
 
Double BLACK (XX) — Extreme —Steep, rutted terrain or rock hopping will be encountered. Winch and aggressive tyres are mandatory on all 
vehicles. 

 
 
Note: The Gastronomic Delights Tour is on again with Dave and Fiona Van Zanten leading (P 22…) 
 
 
 

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc. 
Notice of Annual General Meeting 2016 

 
 

The AGM of the Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club will be held on Tuesday 8th March 2016 
in the North East Car Club rooms at Tarrawingee.  The meeting will commence at 8.00pm. 
The election of office bearers for 2016-17 will be held at the AGM. 
 
Members are invited to use the form below to nominate candidates for the various positions. 
If nominating for one of the six Committee positions, nominees should express a preference 
for any one, or several, of the tasks listed below the nomination form.  The incoming President 
will allocate tasks to committee members according to expressed preferences and to 
circumstances from time to time.  The position of Sergeant at Arms is determined by a 
separate process and is not necessarily held by a committee member. 
 
The composition of the current committee, and the allocation of tasks to committee members, 
can be found on the inside cover of the club newsletter.   
 
Completed nomination forms should be forwarded or handed to the Secretary prior to the 
commencement of the AGM.  Election to positions will be by a show of hands on the night. 
 
Please note that only paid up Club Members are allowed to vote. 
 
Would you also note that there are many positions that are being vacated this year. 
 
They are: 
 

 President 
 Vice President 
 Secretary 
 Treasurer 
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 4WD Vic Rep 
 Membership Officer 
 Merchandise Officer 

 
 Property Officer 
 Publicity Officer 
 Trip Coordinator 
 Training Coordinator 
 Web Master 

 
 
Use this Form to nominate yourself or someone to a position and please hand your nomination 
forms to the Secretary prior to the commencement of the Annual General Meeting. 
 
There will be Nomination Forms at the front desk prior to the AGM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nomination Form 
 

Position 
 

    President 
    Vice President 
    Secretary 
    Treasurer 
    Committee (6) 

Nominee: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nominated by: 
 
 
 

Seconded by: 
 
 

 
 

 Committee preference: 
 

    4WD Vic Regional 
Rep 

    Editor     Meeting Program 

    Membership     Property     Social Coordinator 
    Training     Trip Coordinator     Webmaster 
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Me ber’s Advertise e ts: Nil 

 
 
                                        

 

Advertiser’s Section 
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