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www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au

The Wangaratta 4WD Club has evolved from a
few members in 1983, to a membership of over 40.
The Club is made up of individuals and families
who are interested in responsible Four Wheel
Driving. There is no restriction on the make or
type of four wheel drive vehicle, and there is
always plenty of variety and camaraderie amongst
members.
Where we live: Members live all over the North
East and beyond, including from Benalla,
Beechworth,
Glenrowan,
Milawa,
Albury,
Wodonga, Wangaratta, Goorambat, Tatong,
Myrtleford, Mulwala, Yarrawonga, Stanhope,
Melbourne and overseas (England).
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club is
a member of the Victorian Association
of Four Wheel Drive Clubs.
Affiliations: Members of our club are
proud to be part of the Adopt a Hut Program and
work with Parks Victoria to look after Top Crossing
and Lake Cobbler huts.
We are also affiliated with the South Coast Four
Wheel Drive Club based at Wollongong, and the
Four Wheel Drive Club of WA. Current members
of the respective clubs are entitled to Reciprocal
Membership.
.
Membership: Single or family $80 p.a.

General Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, generally at the North East Car Club Rooms,
Tarrawingee Recreation Reserve, commencing 8.00pm. There is no meeting in January. Please refer to the
club calendar. Visitors are always most welcome.
Track Torque: Newsletter Contributions may be forwarded to …

Editor : Andrew Brown
 0414 397 802

:

editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au

Editorial Deadline – Usually 1st of the month. This is your newsletter so be a part of
it and send any articles of interest, comments, birthdays, etc, to the editor.
Advertising: $80.00/yr. Please contact the editor for further details.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editor or of Wangaratta
Four Wheel Drive Club Inc. The editor reserves the right to delete any section of any article, or reject any article, which has
been sent in for publication in the Newsletter.

Front Cover: Butcher Country Trip Refugees; Peaceful and Safe at Woonangatta
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The President’s Page
Happy New Year to all our readers. I hope you've had a great Christmas/New Year break and are
ready to get back into harness for 2013.
It's been a very eventful January with the floods up north and the bush fires right on our doorstep.
The fires have curtailed the club’s holiday driving agenda a little and are still a consideration as we
look at preparing for our “Beyond Hotham” involvement in March.
The Butcher Country trip still proceeded under the new leadership of Burkey and Kate after David
and Kay Blore had to pull out due to the unexpected passing of Kay’s mum - our thoughts are with
you guys.
Fires in the Licola area (our direction for day 2) and the resulting smoke had the Burke's rearranging
our itinerary and heading for safer pastures – fabulous job, very professional.
The fires at Mt Hotham eventually put paid to Ian Barry's Davies Plains Trip for the following
weekend - everybody was hanging out for good news right up until the night before - however it
wasn't to be.
This gave a couple of us a chance to put some time in at our stand at the Wang Outdoor and
Fishing Show - we got some great responses from the community - a general feeling that people
actually knew who we were and what we were about.
Credit to our Publicity Officer, Kate Burke for getting the message out there, resulting in lots of
potential new members. Also thanks to Helene Martin (Secretary) and other members.
The Monday of that long weekend saw a group of us do the Eldorado/Murmungee area. Thirty
minutes from home it is a fantastic area for a day trip.
The following weekend saw 5 vehicles criss-crossing the Wombat/Lerderderg State Forests. This is
the second trip we've done down there - much drier this time (and very chilly at night) again a
fantastic trip, well done Tom and Brett.
And as we go to press, another trip is planned next weekend when we're doing a recce for the
“Beyond Hotham Experience”.
Yes, you could say it has been a busy trip calendar over the last month and I've enjoyed every
minute of it.
Best place to keep totally up to date on the trips is the website calendar.
If you are interested in short-notice trips (sometimes an available weekend pops up for a couple of
members or a day trip or even a half day drive locally), let Tom know if you have something planned
or you want to be placed on the “short-notice trip list” and you'll get a phone call when something is
being prepared albeit at very short notice.
Keep your eye on the website Trip Calendar - it's regularly updated - a great job Maria thanks.
AGM is Tuesday 12th March, see the notice further below - there will be committee positions
vacant, so if you are interested in being involved in your Club’s future direction you are most
welcome to nominate.
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Remember our 30th Birthday celebrations are set down for May 25th and 26th, details later in
Newsletter AND, our Training Weekend on the 27th and 28th of April - a very important weekend for
those in the club without their “Basic Proficiencies Training Certificate”.
This is a “must attend” for those wanting to participate in club trips above the 'easy' status. It's also a
very fun weekend for ALL club members wanting a weekend away.
Lots of things happening and lots of things still to happen!
Thank you to all concerned.
dj

Member’s Page
Open Forum
Hello everyone,
Just a re i der to follo o fro
y i trodu tio of the Ope Foru i the August
newsletter; please feel free to contact me if you have something to sell through the club or have an idea you
would like to have discussed at the General Meeting or brought to the Committee. (Please send newsletter
advertisements straight to the Editor. Email address above.)
My contact details are: Mobile: 0412 664922
Home: 5752 1292
Email: gr.ht.martin@hotmail.com
Until next month,
Graeme

Message from the Secretary: Helene Martin
Hi All,
As Secretary of the club, I write up an agenda for each General Meeting which helps the smooth
running of the meeting. If anyone has an issue they would like to bring up at a General meeting (other than
an article for sale or general topic for the Open Forum), please email me or phone me before the 1st of the
month and I will include it in the agenda. [See email and phone details above]
Regards,
Helene
Editor’s Note: Club Members wishing to have advertisements displayed in our newsletter need to have your
ad to me by the 1st day of the month. This ensures your ads inclusion in the Newsletter.
If you would like to have the advertisement displayed in the following month, please email me which items
are still for sale and again, would you do this by the 1st day of the month. Thanks, Andrew.
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CLUB APPAREL

Club Tee Shirts, badges, jumpers, windcheaters, etc. are available from STEER Clothing – 15 Baker St,
Wangaratta [new address]. Contact person is Bruce Steer. Phone: 03 5721 7773.
(The club shirt should be a dark green with gold embroidery.)

Club Badges
New Club Members who have not yet received their Club badges or any other club member who would like
to order new badges, please email David J at: (david@hideawaysafe.com.au) and tell him exactly what you
require.

General Meeting December 2012

Welcome: David Jackson opened the meeting at 8.03pm.
Present: As per the attendance book.
Visitors in attendance: Terry Kingston Pas Victoria Ranger in Charge.
Apologies: Barry Burns, Maria Lucas, Ian & Trish Barry.
It was moved that the minutes from the November meeting be accepted. Moved by Tom Barnard , 2nd by
Graeme Martin.
.
Business arising:
Membership – If your fees are not yet paid please make payment as soon as possible.
The Xmas Part held at the Blore’s was a great success. Thank you to Kay and David Blore for all the hard
work put into holding this event.
Helene addressed the meeting regarding the Myrtleford Festival which is to be held on Saturday 9th March
2013. Volunteers will be required to man the stand and ‘show off’ your 4WD. Camping available at the
Martin’s if required. Please see Helene for further details.
Correspondence In: Various as per Helene.
An Email from Tom Bernard’s parents thanking club for the guidance and encouragement that members have
shown to Tom.
Correspondence Out: As per Helene.
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Treasurer’s Report: David Ashford presented the Treasurer’s report.
General Account: As per Treasurer’s report
Term Account: $1,310.02.
Two other term accounts have been opened for Clubs replacements and PL excess fees, should a claim be
made.
Accounts to be paid: Various as per David Ashford. Benalla Trophies, Satellite Telecom.
It was moved that the Treasurer’s report be accepted. Moved by Peter Burke 2nd Glenn Norton and carried.
Trip Report: Trips as per the trip calendar on web site.
Tasmania Trip taken out of trip calendar;
International Air Show – looking for club volunteers to attend. 1-3 March 2013;
Trip Kit – no further feedback received. Trip Kit is on web site for members to refer to and use;
Myrtleford Festival to be added to Trip calendar 9th March 2013;
30th Birthday Party is now to be held on the 25th and 26th of May. Black Tie Dinner at the Vines
Hotel. Past members to be encouraged to attend.
Wang Fishing & Leisure Show Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th January. Volunteers required to man
stand.
Davies Plain, Mt Pinnabar to be held on the same weekend at Wang Leisure Show.
Open Forum: Graeme Martin spoke to the meeting about the age of tyres and how to tell how old the tyre is.
If tyres are too old your insurance may be null and void. Something to keep in mind when considering
replacing your tyres.
Sergeant of Arms: Burkey did a whip around collecting fines from many club members who thought that
they may have got away with one.
Next meeting reminder: The first meeting for 2013 will be held Tuesday 12th February 2013 at 8pm at North
Eastern Car Club Tarrawingee.
General business:
Beyond Hotham – There has been further ongoing planning for this event with a very heavy involvement from
the Club. It is hoped that there will be more information to hand at the February meeting.
Craig has compiled an Asset Register which is to be updated on the website. Any maintenance to be carried
out on the trailer is to be scheduled at a later date.
The Term Deposit increases where explained to the meeting. Insurance excess is $1,500.00. Another
Account set up for property replacement as required.
Club stickers now available for $2.00. See Burkey.
Club T/Shirts, jumpers, caps etc. Please let Burkey know what you require and your ‘honest’ size.
Club Handbook: The Committee is looking at updating the Club Handbook. If any club member would like
a copy please see David Jackson.
With no further business the meeting closed at 9.10pm.

Note: Annual General Meeting…12th March 2013. (Tarawingee North-Eastern Car Club Clubrooms)
Committee Nomination Forms: available later in newsletter.
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc

February 2013
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Wangaratta 4WD Club
Minutes of Annual General Meeting
13th March 2012
AGM Meeting opened: 8.47pm
Minutes of 2011 AGM approved on the motion of G Abotomey 2nd: Tom Barnard
President’s report:
Outgoing president David Jackson was not present but his report was presented to the
meeting outlining the year’s activities.
Treasurer’s report:
The audited financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2010 were circulated to
those present and received on the motion of
Peter Burke 2nd: Monica French.
Vice President David Blore vacated the chair in favour of Sue Abotomey who chaired the meeting for the
election of 2012 - 13 office bearers
All committee positions were declared vacant.
Nominations received:
President:
Vice president:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Committee:

David Jackson
David Blore
NIL
David Ashford
Tom Barnard
Craig Cheetham
Andrew Brown
Kate Burke
Peter Burke
Graham Abotomey

Non Committee Positions:
Sergeant of Arms:
Social Co-Ordinator:
Web Master:

Scott French
Chris Jackson
Maria Lucas

There being sufficient vacancies to accommodate all nominees, all were declared duly elected to the
committee for 2012-13.
Sue Abotomey vacated the chair in favour of Vice President David Blore.
President’s address: David Jackson addressed the meeting and outlined his objectives for the year.
Scott French was nominated as Sergeant at Arms for 2012-13.
General Business
Moved by Ron Buers 2nd by: Bruce Gooday “That the subscription for 2012-13 remain set at $80.00.”
Motion carried.
Meeting closed 9.20pm
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Notice of Annual General Meeting 2013
The AGM of the Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club will be held on Tuesday 12th March 2013 in the North
East Car Club Rooms at Tarrawingee Recreation Reserve Tarrawingee. The meeting will commence at
8.00pm. The election of office bearers for 2013 – 2014 will be held at the AGM.
Members are invited to use the form below to nominate candidates for the various positions. If nominating
for one of the six Committee positions, nominee should express a preference for any one, or several, of the
tasks listed below on the nomination form.
The incoming President will allocate tasks to committee members according to expressed preferences and to
circumstances from time to time. The position of ‘Sergeant at Arms’ is determined by a separate process
and is not necessarily held by a committee member.
Completed nomination forms should be forwarded or handed to the Secretary prior to the commencement of
the AGM. Election to positions will be by a show of hands on the night.

Nomination Form
Nominee:

Nominated by:

Position:







President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee (6)

Seconded by:

Committee Preference:
Nominee:

Nominated by:

Position:












4WDVic Representative;
Memberships;
Merchandise Officer;
Newsletter Editor;
Property Officer;
Publicity Officer;
Training Co-Ordinator;
Trip Co-Ordinator
Committee Position;
Committee Position.

Seconded by:

Non-Committee Positions:
Nominee:

Nominated by:

Position:





Sergeant of Arms;
Social Co-Ordinator;
Web Master.

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Victorian High Country Huts Association
VHCHA
For information about huts please visit VHCHA website : http://www.vhcha.org.au
This site has further information on the Victorian High country huts and activities associated with each area.
Our club is a member of this organisation, with Graham Abotomey our representative.

FOUR

WHEEL

DRIVE

VICTORIA

Driving In A Sustainable Environment
For more information visit the website: www.fwdvictoria.org.au
FWDV Delegates Brief Sheet to be read out at Club Meetings, and printed in Club Magazines.(Not received this Month)

4WD VICTORIA RURAL RESPONSE GROUP
JOINS BLAZEAID IN FIRE RELEIF EFFORTS
The 4WD Victoria Rural Response Group (a sub group of Four Wheel Drive Victoria) has
joined with BlazeAid bringing additional volunteers to assist in the reconstruction of farm
fencing and clearing of burnt trees and other debris on affected properties across Victoria.
This additional man-power will allow farmers to consolidate their stock, equipment and materials
and move forward in their quest to keep running their respective business operations as quickly as
possible.
With approximately 5000 members from 74 associated Four Wheel Drive Clubs across Victoria,
the 4WD Victoria Rural Response Group has performed similar duties in the past and has
years of expertise in this environment. Our members are more than pleased to be of assistance
in these challenging circumstances.
Through years of active club experience, our volunteers are all self sufficient with regards to
their personal requirements, including vehicles, camping and sleeping equipment as well as vital
supplies of food and water.
Moving from one location to another, is also no great problem as the group understand the
necessity of operating on the most desperate and needy properties, directed by the BlazeAid
co-ordinator who is working with the relevant Shire authorities.
The overall purpose naturally, is to make as big an impact on the restoration of those in need as
quickly as possible. We have been encouraged by the offers of assistance from our Association
members and it therefore makes excellent sense to join with the BlazeAid volunteers to bring
about these goals and ensure the well being of communities wherever disaster has occurred.
With this in mind, our workers carry out their task with dedication and professionalism, seeking
only to help families return to some sense of normality and restore communities.
In conjunction with this, we are also working to help other areas not covered by the larger
groups, so at 4WD Victoria we keep the communication lines open in case of such calls.
For further comment or information please contact:
Wayne Hevey - Projects & Events Manager
Four Wheel Drive Victoria
Telephone: (03) 9857 5209 or Email: events@fwdvictoria.org.au
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc

February 2013
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High Country Late November 2012
Da id Ro i so Ro o … GQ Patrol
Ti a d Bill Meeks … Mitsu ishi Pajero
I met Tim Meeks and his father Bill in Sheepyard Flats around 9pm, after trying to get fuel in Mansfield
(apparently there is a diesel shortage).
We spent the night there before setting off early the next day (Sat) along the Bluff link road, with a view to
stop at the Bluff hut, but alas, the link road was closed at the junction of the 16 Mile Jeep Track for track
repair. (It had been open three weeks previously.) So I recalculated the journey and back tracked to the
Refrigerator Track, Brocks Road, Cairn Creek Road and up to the second hut on the list, Lovicks Hut.
After Lovicks Hut and lunch, we carried on along the track (King Billy No 1), only to find our way blocked by a
Nissan ute and an overturned trailer.
The trailer was recovered by another traveller, with a drag chain, whilst the Nissan continued slowly along.
Our next problem was, where would we go to give the on-coming traffic space, on such a narrow track?
Pretty easy really, just pla e your ehi le i a pre arious positio off the tra k, either do hill i Ti ’s ase
and uphill in mine. We got through successfully.
King Billy was uneventful except for so e ru i g repairs to Ti ’s Pajero, (luckily both Tim and his father Bill
are mechanics). King Billy led to Howitt Road then down the Zeka Spur Track into the Wonnangatta camping
area, just across the Dry River on the left (Dry River/Wonnangatta River).
It was a hot day and it had taken 8 hours of driving to get to the camp site.
We were alone in the camping area, and now I know why this particular spot is so popular; there is a single
drop toilet and a very expansive flat area surrounded on three sides by trees and good access to the river,
with swimming holes, which are quite deep (I know because I tried them).
An early morning start (Sunday) due to a thunderstorm and lightning, the full works! It was an easy decision
to scoot out of the valley via the Wonnangatta track, Van Dammes Track, Harry Shepherd’s Track.
I asked Tim if he wanted to try the Razor Track. It starts just below Harry Shepherds (he wanted to).
What a track! In the slightly wet conditions there were some challenging ascents and the track is virtually
overgrown along its route. This track is definitely a must for the club (dry conditions). In full wet conditions,
it will be a winching exercise for those who are suitably qualified, if they attempt it from the Harry
Shepherd’s end of the route. (We got through safely).
We finished the morning at Hiener's Bakery in Myrtleford. Good trip! I will do it again soon. Hopefully a few
more members will pluck up the courage to join me.
Well done Tim and Bill Meeks for putting up with me for two nights in the Bush.
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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The Clarke’s Christmas Eve High Country Trip
Hi All,
Our trip to Dargo over Christmas was a club trip for one vehicle!
Dave as trip leader and Doreen as TEC but willing to be trip leader if she felt Dave was getting it wrong.
We went up the Blue Rag Range track on Christmas Eve and only saw one other 4x4, a couple from Canberra
enjoying our Victorian tracks. Luckily for us he had a beaut camera and sent us back this great photo.
(Dave and Doreen
descending Blue Rag Range)
We camped on the Dargo
River and another day did a
trip to Harrison’s Cut were
we enjoyed a swim under the
falls.
Thought you may like to add
it to the newsletter if there is
room.
Regards,
Doreen and Dave Clarke
(Ed: Thanks Doreen.)

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Club Trips
Alpine and Snowy River National Parks
Cobberas and Bowen Wilderness Areas
Nov-Dec 2012
Participants: Barry Richardson & Dennis
John Sullivan
Murray & Judy McEachern
Bruce Gooday

Pajero
Landcruiser
Pajero
Landcruiser

This mid-week, five day trip was an excursion into the Cobberas Wilderness Area of the Alpine National
Park, and the Bowen Wilderness Area of the Snowy River National Park. On the way to the wilderness areas
we visited Mt Benambra, Dartmouth Dam, Taylors Crossing, and Limestone Creek, and returned home via the
Washington Winch and Moscow Villa Hut.
The trip commenced on 13 November. We met at Tallangatta and proceeded to Mt Benambra where we
enjoyed panoramic views of Dartmouth Dam and the surrounding area from the lookout platform on the
Benambra fire tower. We stopped for lunch at the dam wall (Dartmouth 99% full at the time) before
travelling to the Wombat PO, Kennedy’s Hut, and Taylors Crossing, where we camped for the night. The
following morning your truly was suffering from a severe dose of vertigo which caused the cancellation of the
remainder of the trip (at that time).
With the trip leader unable to move from a prone position, evacuation first to Omeo and then to Wangaratta
was organised without fuss by the rest of the crew. Fortunately we had a spare driver and were able to bring
all vehicles and gear home with us – the patient travelling flat on his back on the back seat of John’s Cruiser.
The exercise highlighted the benefits of travelling with some very level-headed friends who refused to leave
me in Omeo to recover, and insisted on giving up the remaining four days of the trip and returning me safely
to Wangaratta. While I am very grateful for their decision, I am not surprised – that’s what happens when you
travel with members of the Wang 4WD Club.
We set out again on 5th December, but this time without
Murray and Judy whose Xmas commitments had caught up
with them. On day one we met at Myrtleford and followed
the Alpine Way over Hotham to Omeo. Although it was
officially summer, the nights had been cold and we were
pleasantly surprised to find a fresh covering of snow on Mt
Hotham. From Omeo we headed to Limestone Creek
where we visited a limestone cave and set up camp for the
night. As the country on that side of the range was still
very green we were able to enjoy a campfire – as we did
for the rest of the trip.
On day two we followed the Cobberas Trail, MacFarlane Flat Track, and Ingeegoodbee Track on our way to
our camp on the Snowy River at Willis on the NSW Vic border. I had read that this route provided
magnificent views of Mt Cobberas and the surrounding wilderness areas, and of the NSW ranges to the north.
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We were not disappointed, a highlight being the 360 degree panorama from a helipad on Mt Menaak on the
Ingeegoodbee Track. We all agreed that no words or photos could do justice to the experience – you just had
to be there. The route is dry weather only. It is rated difficult due to several long steep climbs, particularly
from the Ingeegoodbee River crossing, but all tracks were in good condition and were traversed without
difficulty. And nothing compares to a swim and camp by the Snowy River surrounded by magnificent
mountains.
Day three was Bowen Wilderness day. I had
travelled part of the Bowen Trail several years
ago with Stan Williams and wanted to revisit
the area. In order to do so from our camp at
Willis, we travelled down the Barry Way then
across the Snowy River at McKillops Bridge.
The plan was to follow the McKillops Bridge
Road east, and then down Willis/Reid Road to
its junction with the Bowen Track. I had
checked with the Rangers at Orbost prior to the
aborted November trip, and learned that a dozer
had spent a long time working on tracks in the
area prior to their reopening, following the
winter seasonal closure. Unfortunately, since
then there must have been slippage or major
timber falls because we encountered a new
‘road closed’ sign which necessitated a revision of our plans. We kept to tracks which had been worked by
the dozer and had a very interesting couple of hours on challenging 4WD tracks which included several
‘double black diamond’ sections. Colling Track in particular tested man and machine with what seemed to be
an endless series of long steep climbs and equally long steep descents as we travelled across, rather than
along, the ranges. The Bowen Track itself was a welcome relief with relatively easy driving and great
scenery. That night we camped on the Snowy River at McKillops Bridge.
After two days on our own in
wilderness areas, days four and
five took us back to the rat race.
First stop was an overnighter at
Bentley Plain which is adjacent
to the Moscow Villa Hut and the
Washington Winch, and finally
back over Hotham in dense fog
to the parched country on the
west side of the divide.
Conditions for the trip were
ideal. The tracks had just been
reopened and repaired and the
weather couldn’t have been
better, with a sprinkling of snow
on Hotham on the first day, light rain as we packed up on the final day, and beautiful sunny days in between.
And travelling mid-week meant that there was no other traffic apart from one intrepid soul we met on the
Ingeegoodbee Track. There were no mechanical or tyre issues – just a few new pinstripes to remind us of the
time we spent in the wilderness.
Bruce Gooday
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Spontaneous High Country Weekend Trip
An impromptu weekend trip that originally started with two work colleagues in two vehicles wanting to go on
a quiet relaxing trip quickly grew to seven vehicles with some members of the club joining in once they heard
a trip was on.
Starting from Benalla on Friday at lunchtime, Mick Watson in his Toyota was in the lead and was joined by
Burkey and Kate in their Toyota and at Cheshunt were joined by DJ, grandson David and friend Luke in the
mighty (cough, cough) Disco, and Graeme Martin in his wife’s trusty Toyota. After winding through some
beautiful scenery with some stops along the way to relive Graeme’s childhood home and admire the lovely
Dandongadale Falls (which was just a trickle), we arrived at Lake Cobbler and set up camp.
Some of us wandered to have a closer look at the waterfall which was accessible by a long walking track.
David Junior and his friend took Burkey, Mick and I via a shortcut they had found which put Tough Mudder
to shame!! Once we got to the waterfall the view was just lovely. There were a couple of little deep pools
which some of us sat in to cool down, while others took photos of the surrounding views. Due to the extreme
fire danger rating which Helene had kindly informed us of later that day, we ended up cooking inside the hut
at Lake Cobbler and had to tell some other campers they could NOT set up an open fire and to cook inside the
hut also.
Whilst enjoying our lovely meal and picking tiny black bugs out of our dinner and our hair, we were joined by
Tom, Zoe and their friends, Toby and Alyce, Tim Meek and Jasmine Ferguson. After everyone set up camp
and sat around the imaginary fire to chat and drink, Burkey and I trialled our new shower with Mick’s popupensuite tent. We felt very cleansed and refreshed afterwards, and “oh, what a feeling!”. Looking forward to
using it more on our trips now.
Saturday morning after breakfast, we all packed up and headed off towards the King River Hut which was our
next camp site for the night. Again, winding through some lovely scenery it was not too long before we
arrived at the Hut and set up camp. DJ, David Junior
and Luke left to go back home, so a few of us escorted
them out via Pineapple Flat. Realistically, it was just an
excuse to go for a drive and explore. When we got back
to camp a number of us went river walking (an exercise
which rivals boot camp). Following our gruelling but
terrifically fun walk, we all sat in the river and had
some drinks before dinner. Mick cooked a roast in his
special camp oven and shared it with Burkey and me.
Well, I gotta say, he probably would have won
Masterchef! It was simply delish and the vegies were
tasty. Mmmmm….. yummy. Burkey and I had another
shower (can really get used to this camping thing now)
and felt heaps cleaner. Tim and Jasmine also used the
shower and said they felt better (obviously they did as they went out later and bought one). After having some
more drinks and with Graeme and Mick spinning out Morton jokes we all soon retired for the night.
Sunday morning was another beautiful day. After breakfast we decamped and this time I drove, (Graeme’s
idea of a gender change with drivers) and made our way towards Craig’s Hut. I had always wanted to see this
iconic area ever since “Man from Snowy River” came out when I was in high school.
I was not disappointed!!! The views!!! OMG…breathtaking! I could just live there and soak up those views
day after day.
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After photo takings, we left to head towards Mansfield for lunch but found that the route was closed. We
ended up taking an alternative route back towards Whitfield along Wild Horse Gap Track which had some
interesting undulations. We stopped at Whitfield for ice
creams, then parted ways to head home.
It was a fabulous weekend with great company seeing as it
was only going to be Burkey,Mick and I initially. It was not
a Wangaratta Club 4x4 trip but a trip that originated because
of like minded people – any excuse to explore in a 4wheel
drive. A very big thanks to those who came along to make it
an excellent and relaxing weekend.

Kate Burke

Wombat State Forest Trip
David and Chris Jackson, along with Brett Grant and Johnno, Tom Barnard and Zoe Brooksby, Tim Meek and
myself took a trip to Wombat State Forest.
Tom, Zoe, Tim and I met up with David and Chris, Brett and Johnno at around 9.30 pm Friday night, at a
campground just out of Blackwood North. Luckily for us the campfire was roaring when we arrived, it
definitely took the chill out of the wind!
Saturday we drove 113km crossing over between the
Wombat and Lerderderg State forests and Mount
Macedon.
Throughout the day there were a few prickly
situations that resulted in detours and u-turns. The
highlight of Saturday was the four abreast convoy up
the dubious hill climb near Mount Macedon (of
course the Pajeros got there first!).
We said Goodbye to David and Chris at O’Brien’s
Crossing Campground before continuing on to
Nolan’s Creek where we set up camp for the night.
There were marshmallows roasting courtesy of Zoe
and it was certainly not as cold as the night before.
Sunday morning, we had a laid back breakfast and finally hit the road at around 10.30 after Tim’s Pajero had a
little hiccup with dicey fuse and flat battery.
With the intention of heading up Mount Wilson we followed some good tracks before we stumbled upon two
Patrols stuck in a mud hole. After lending a hand to pull them out, and letting them pass, the two Pajeros
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(Brett and Tim) went through without a problem. They followed by Tom who, in a Patrol no less, got stuck!
Tim and Brett followed the track around in a loop to pull Tom out from the other direction.
While waiting for them to return, we met up with Scott and his family who joined on with our group until we
hit the main road before going his own way, leaving us to head home from Romsey at 1.30pm.
It was a relaxed weekend with some good driving and great company.
Jasmine Ferguson

David Suffield

Licensed Plumber

41 Suffield Lane, Moyhu Lic. No: 43228
 Roofing
 Maintenance & Repairs
 Gasfitting
 New Buildings
 Stormwater
 Renovations
 Water Supply
 Air Conditioning  General Welding
 Sewers
also available
 Irrigation

Servicing Wangaratta, Benalla, Myrtleford and surrounding areas.

Tel: (03)5727 9535
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Butcher Country: “Winging It” trip
After sorting and planning out the trip route which David Blore had sent us, we left early Friday
morning on January 18, from Swanpool. The trip participants were DJ, Dave and Doreen Clarke,
Irene Jones, Toby Currie and, of course, Burkey and I. Hitting the road at 8.00am we travelled to
Mansfield, stopping to fuel up and for those already falling asleep behind the wheel – coffee.
Doreen was a born and bred waitress taking orders of exotic lattes and coffees and delivering them
minus the roller skates.
We drove through Mirrimbah onto Mt Stirling Rd, to look at our first hut of the day - Howqua Gap
Hut then onto Mt Stirling, where the views were awesome. Standing at the trig point we had to hold
on for dear life as the wind was trying to blow us off the mountain like tumbleweed.
Photo: Trig Point at Mt. Selwyn
Craig’s Hut was next for morning tea where
the march flies found DJ simply irresistible. I
have never seen so many on one person!
(Note to self – don’t buy his brand of
deodorant.)
Driving through some lovely scenery we
stopped at Monument Hut and explored the
beautiful Bindaree Falls before stopping at
Bindaree Hut for lunch (the marchies must
have followed DJ’s deodorant cos the man
was still slapping himself and cursing).

Photo: Bindaree Hut
After lunch we headed to Pikes Hut, up
16 Mile Jeep Tk to Bluff Hut and then
over to Lovicks Hut.
At Lovicks, we were surprised to see so
many people and horses about and
found we had stumbled onto a trail riding
group. We chatted with the group for a
bit but became concerned when they
said we would have to remove our roof
racks to pass through some of the terrain
we were going to travel. They also
mentioned a fire heading towards Licola
which was where we were supposed to
travel for our second day.
King Billy Rd was our next destination and we stopped to admire the tremendous scenery of which I
had heard about but never seen. It is an amazing accumulation of rock debris forming a sloping
heap against a hillside. Not sure where all the rocks come from but we did have to traverse some
pretty rough and rocky terrain and switchbacks. We were nearing our day’s end on the Butcher
Country Tk at Howitt High Plains, and looked forward to setting up camp there.
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Whilst Burkey drove, we kept checking the fire status via radio or laptop whenever a small window
of service let us, and I kept checking the skies for smoke. When we got to the camp site around
5.00pm, we could see in the far distance, some smoke over Licola way.
Burkey and I had considered the safety issue of travelling towards the fire and decided to alter our
plans and travel in the opposite direction. This was discussed with the group and all decided the
opposite way was better. As Burkey and I
had never before been in the area it
presented a challenge to map out a new
route but after a group chat we decided to
just ‘wing it’.
Photo: Smoke rolling in at Howitt Hut
Around 7.00pm, after quietly munching on
bickies, dips and hors d’oeuvres Doreen
asked “is that smoke?” We all looked and
found a thick haze of smoke rolling in
towards us. Burkey and I jumped in the
Cruiser and headed to our ‘service’ area
and checked the updates to find that there
was talk of closing the Alpine National
Park, and that spot fires were being
created 2 - 4 kms ahead. We raced back and told the others what was going on, and that we were
going to move before it got dark and visibility got poor. After packing up everything, it was not long
before we headed out down Zeka Spur Tk with smoke starting to get heavy. Burkey drove while I
plotted a route which would get us out of the National Park. Rounding a few bends we found a big
tree across the track. Burkey slammed the Cruiser in park and before you could say
“whataboutahoddlewoddleboddlewaddle” he had the chainsaw in his hand, from off the roof of the
Cruiser, jammed his feet into his work boots and was cutting an escape route through the branches
which I politely suggested. A few moments later we were on our way again with Burkey picking up a
little speed, in case we should find another tree down. Fortunately there were no more trees down
and we turned into Wonnangatta Tk, Riley’s Creek Rd, Water Spur Tk then Humphray River Tk
before stopping to camp.
We had travelled 3 hours and it was well and truly dark and everyone was tired. With no smoke in
the air and out of the National Park, we all set up camp with some having dinner, and then fell to
bed in exhaustion.
Awaking the next morning the skies had a slight haze but no smoke was nearby. Breakfast was
eaten and we discussed our day’s plan. It was decided we would make our way to Wonnangatta
Station to camp for the night. Dave and Doreen suggested a couple of tracks which would be
interesting and soon we had a route planned. Decamping around 10.00 we drove along the
Humphray River Tk, crossing a number of river crossings which were easy as the water was low
and very scenic. We turned into Wonnangatta Tk and drove for a bit before stopping for lunch.
After lunch we turned onto Herne Spur Tk. Now this was a very interesting and challenging track
with steep ascents and rocky plateaus and I wondered how we were all going to go but there were
no problems. Everyone drove it in style and pretty soon we were on Wombat Range Tk with steep
descents and then the Humphray River Tk again headed to Wonnangatta Station. We found a
lovely spot by the river at the station and set up camp for the night. Nibbling on bickies and dips and
listening to the river bubbling away it was very peaceful and relaxing, a far cry from the previous
evening!
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The next day was very special as it was Burkey’s birthday.
Photo: Burkey’s birthday present from DJ …
DJ in a real vehicle!
We explored the station’s foundations and
cemetery and marvelled at how life must
have been then, tough and uncompromising.
Another discussion with the group decided
our route and we were soon headed back
towards Harts Spur Tk. This is another
challenging track which was rough with steep
ascents and descents. Irene found herself in
a little spot of trouble but Dj came to the
rescue and assisted her.
Onwards and upwards we climbed then forward and downwards we descended having to find the
‘right line’ to take. Next was Tea Tree Range Tk, Selwyn Creek Rd then Mt Selwyn Rd where we
had lunch. Buffalo Range Tk was blocked by a number of trees so we detoured to Schulz Tk and it
was not long before we reached civilisation on the tarmac and aired up at Abbeyard.
We all said our goodbyes at 3.30pm at an intersection where Dj and Irene continued to Myrtleford
and the rest of us drove through Whitfield to our respective homes.
Special thanks to David Blore for doing the hard work preparing the trip and for handing over the trip
leader role to us. Special thanks also to the participants whom provided a great weekend with their
input and teamwork.
By Kate Burke
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CLUB CALENDAR 2012
Remember club trips are not set in stone so there will be times when trip dates will be changed to
suit members and the weather.

Feb 910

Beyond Hotham
routes RECCE

Feb 12

General meeting

Feb 17

New members
trip
Australian
International Air
Show

March
1-2

Vic High
Country
Beyond
Hotham
NE Car Club
Tarra
Elderado &
Surounds
Avalon

David Blore

A recce of the
areas we will be
taking during
Beyond Hotham

Committee
Committee

A basic drive

Need a
leader

Take the public
for a drive
around the 4x4
test track &
promote the
club and 4wding
A historic tour
of the
Wonnangatta
area inc.
Wonnangatta
homestead.
Similar to
Benalla Day in
the Gardens
Trip rescheduled
See below for
trips guide…

Unlimited
Places!

Unlimited
Places!
Unlimited
Places!
Need a few
members to
represent the
club

March
1-2

Wonnangatta
Wonders

Wonnangatta
&
surrounding
areas

Tom
Barnard

Mar 9

Myrtleford
Festival

Myrtleford

Helene
Martin

Mar 910
March
14-24

Davies Plains

Ian Barry

Beyond Hotham
Experience

Davies Plains
Mt Pinnabar
Alpine
National Park

Date:

Trip Name:

Fri 15
Mar
Sat 16
Mar
Sun
17
Mar
Sun
17

Buffalo
Views
Along the
Great Divide
Mt Sarah and
Guys Hut

Trip
Leader:
D Blore

Tail End
Charlie:
D Jackson

Trip
Standard:
Easy-med

Burkes?

Burkes?

Easy-med

Need a TEC

Need a Trip
Leader

Burkes?

Burkes?

Med-hard?

Need a TEC

Need a Trip
Leader

Irene Ham

Helene
Martin

Easy?

Need a TEC

Ladies Trip

TBA
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Mar
Mon
Huts of the
18
High Country
Mar
(4 day trip)
Friday Coffee Run to
22
McNamaras
Mar
Hut and
Omeo
Sat 23
Cams Top
Mar
Place

Noel/Irene

Craig C

Med-hard?

Med?

13-14
April

TLCC
CRUISERKHA
NA

YARCK

Tom
Barnard

27-28
April

Basic
Proficiencies
Training

Buckland
Valley

May
25-26

30th Birthday
Bash

Vine Hotel
North
Wangaratta

Tom
Barnard &
trainee
Instructors
Chris
Jackson

Aug
3-18

Magnificent
Moreton Island

Moreton
Island
Queensland

Graeme
Martin

Sep

Wangaratta 4x4
club Gymkhana

Watch this
space

Gymkhana
steering
committee

Need a TEC

Need a Trip
Leader

Med-hard?

Need a Trip
Leader

COMPETITION

NEED A TEAM
TO
REPRESENT
THE CLUB
Unlimited
Places!

for Standard
& Touring
class vehicles
TRAINING

GYMKHAN
A

A great
weekend FOR
ALL to attend
30th Birthday
Black Tie
Dinner,
A MUST to
attend

Unlimited
places!

Picturesque
Moreton Island
Dunes

Places still
available

Watch this
space

Watch this space

WATCH THIS SPACE...... (proposed up coming trips)
Graeme Martin - Day trip around the Gapstead area
David Blore - Jehrico Red Jacket area
Tom would like to tackle the North Eastern parts of NSW Port Macquarie to Coffs Harbour
would be nice
Another Simpson Trip for 2013???
Richard Rhodes – Woods Point Walhalla area
Brett Grant - Portland Dunes Sand weekend
WATCH THIS SPACE !!....
Last Update 30/01/13
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Pre-Trip Report
New Member’s Trip
Sunday 17th February

Destinations: Eldorado/Woolshed Falls, Beechworth area
Trip leader/s: Tom Barnard Mob: 0438 362 034, Helene Martin Mob: 0412 664 922
Emergency Contact if required: Dave Ashford 5721 9047 // 0429 472759
Contact phone numbers:
Please advise the trip leader at least three (3) days in advance
Start Date:

17/2/201 Sunday

Return Home Date: 17/2/2013

Start time: 10am
Meeting place: Eldorado Park opposite the Hotel on the corner
Estimated return time: 3pm (Approx)
Trip rating: Highway Easy
Type of tyre tread recommended: Highway - All terrain,
Fuel requirements/places to purchase fuel: Have a full tank prior to leaving home.
Recovery gear: BYO what you have on hand. There will be plenty in some of the other
vehicles if you don’t have any.
Winch required: NO
Wheel chains required: NO
Fire restrictions may be enforced: You will be advised prior to the trip if required.
Type of accommodation: N/A
Maximum number of vehicles (first in gets a placing): Open.
Personal equipment clothing etc: Be prepared for all weather conditions. Sunscreen, hat,
and insect spray, etc.
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Advertiser’s Section

“Albury Wodonga’s Complete 4WD Equipment Centre”

Notice to Business owners
There are a couple of spaces
available for extra advertisements.

DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS

Call or email Andrew (Ed.) to book
your advertisement in our magazine.
(Contact details on bottom of Page 2)

Andrea Simmons

ARB ALBURY
Ph 02 6021 2477 Fax 02 6041 3097
asimmons@arb.com.au
www.arb.com.au
476 Hume Street Albury (Next to Hungry Jack’s)
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Additional President’s Notes
It’s been a long break between newsletters and there has been some extra news happen in the last
few days… DJ asked that these items be added to this edition…
1. NEW GRANDAD: Congratulations to Andrew Brown on the safe arrival of a new
Grandaughter, Amelia Mary Brown - Born (in Geelong) on Thursday night at 10.00PM.
Size: 7Lb 6.5oz’s, 58 cm’s long, and in very good health.
Mother very well and Father Evan (he's travelled with the club a few times), beaming but tired
too.
2. WEDDING: Congratulations to members Toby and Alyce Currie who will be married on 23rd
Feb. 2013
3. Congratulations and thanks - Richard Rhodes has been appointed our club's 1st Aid officer he's now the 'go to man' on all things 1st Aid.

Editor’s Notes
Hi All,
As you can see from the message above, my life has been enrichened in yet another way this
last week.
I was in the process of setting out this newsletter on Thursday when the call came. Sorry I’m a bit
late with this edition but I think most of you will understand the call of Family. (Oh, and not that I’m
biased, but she is a beautiful baby…) Hope you all enjoy this edition of your newsletter, Andrew
Beyond Hotham
Obviously the Recce that was to be held last weekend didn’t happen due to the fires.
I’ve just spoken to David Blore about the plans for the event and he hopes to have news at the Club
meeting tomorrow night. Still no word today, but there are a few weeks yet before the event.
David’s words for those involved were, “Expect the worst but prepare in case it’s going ahead”.
Birthday Bash
Please take note of the dates of the 30th Birthday party for the Club (3rd last entry in this Month’s
Club Calendar).
New Address for Stan & Bethne Williams
Our Bathurst members, Stan & Bethne Williams and girls, have purchased a house in Bathurst and have extended an
invitation to club members to drop in and say hello when in the area. The house is on a couple of acres where there is
plenty of room to park vans for an overnight stay with access to a downstairs bathroom and toilet - and maybe even
240V power. Stan and family moved in on 27 November, 2012.
The address is 626 Limekiln Road, Forest Grove.
And please note that their email address: fwdfun@bigpond.com is up and running again.
(Message passed on from Bruce Gooday on behalf of the William’s family).
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Kate’s PR Corner
Members of the Wangaratta 4X4 Club manned an information stand at the Wangaratta Fishing and Leisure
Expo over the Australia Day Weekend.
On both Saturday and Sunday, there were many inquiries about the Club, its activities, membership, trips
and meeting times. Club members fielded these questions enthusiastically. Those prospective members
really interested in becoming part of a 4WD club, left their contact details for further information.
One interested person paid a temporary membership to the Club, on the day!
The Club's first meeting for this year is on Tuesday, the 12th of February at 8pm. Meetings are regularly held
at the North Eastern Car Club, Tarrawingee Reserve, Tarrawingee.
The club has many day, weekend, and longer trips on offer which cater to all levels of 4WDriving ability.
There is always an open door and a welcome for new potential members, old hands and new alike.
See you at the meeting.
For further information go to the Club's website www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au

Squires Sports & Mowers
Sales & Repairs
Mowers, Brushcutters, Chainsaws, Wood Heaters & Bicycles

Trevor & Terese Squires
53 Nunn Street, Benalla 3672
Phone/Fax: 03 5762 2519
E-Mail: squiressportsmowers@bigpond.com
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Humor Corner
(Supplied for your enjoyment by Terry Dillon)
Purported to be an IBM directive to field engineers:

How to Replace Mouse Balls

To all field engineers
Re: Replacement of Mouse Balls.
If a mouse fails to operate or should it perform erratically, it may need a ball replacement.
Mouse balls are now available as FRU (Field Replacement Units). Because of the delicate
nature of this procedure, replacement of mouse balls should only be attempted by properly
trained personnel. Before proceeding, determine the type of mouse balls by examining the
underside of the mouse. Domestic balls will be larger and harder than foreign balls. Ball
removal procedures differ depending upon the manufacturer of the mouse. Foreign balls can
be replaced using the pop off method. Domestic balls are replaced by using the twist off
method.. Mouse balls are not usually static sensitive. However, excessive handling can result
in sudden discharge. Upon completion of ball replacement, the mouse may be used
immediately. It is recommended that each person have a pair of spare balls for maintaining
optimum customer satisfaction. Any customer missing his balls should contact the local
personnel in charge of removing and replacing these necessary items. Please keep in mind that
a customer without properly working balls is an unhappy customer.
Photo: Week day fun with Bruce in the Alpine National Park…
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“Responsible Four Wheel Driving And Family Touring”
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