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WANGARATTA 4X4 CLUB

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club
Committee Members
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Secretary
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David Jackson
David Blore
Helene Martin
Tim Meek

4WD Victorian Representative
Membership Officers
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Newsletter Editor
Property Officer
Publicity Officer
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David Blore
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Peter Burke
Andrew Brown
Graeme Martin
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Tom Barnard
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The Wangaratta 4WD Club has evolved from a
few members in 1983, to a membership of over 40.
The Club is made up of individuals and families
who are interested in responsible Four Wheel
Driving. There is no restriction on the make or
type of four wheel drive vehicle, and there is
always plenty of variety and camaraderie amongst
members.
Where we live: Members live all over the North
East and beyond, including from Benalla,
Beechworth, Corowa, Glenrowan, Milawa, Albury,
Wodonga, Wangaratta, Goorambat, Tatong,
Langwarrin, Molyullah, Myrtleford, Mulwala,
Yarrawonga, Stanhope, Violet Town, Melbourne
Rosebud and overseas (England).
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club is
a member of the Victorian Association
of Four Wheel Drive Clubs.

Non Committee Positions

First Aid Officer

Richard Rhodes

Social Coordinator
Web Master

Chris Jackson
Maria Lucas

WEBSITE:
www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au

Affiliations: Members of our club are
proud to be part of the Adopt a Hut Program and
work with Parks Victoria to look after Top Crossing
and Lake Cobbler huts.
We are also affiliated with the South Coast Four
Wheel Drive Club based at Wollongong, and the
Four Wheel Drive Club of WA. Current members
of the respective clubs are entitled to Reciprocal
Membership.

.
Membership: Single or family $100.00 p.a.
General Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, generally at the North East Car Club Rooms,
Tarrawingee Recreation Reserve, commencing 8.00pm. There is no meeting in January. Please refer to the
club calendar. Visitors are always most welcome.
Track Torque: Newsletter Contributions may be forwarded to …

Editor : Andrew Brown
 0414 397 802

:

editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au

Editorial Deadline – Usually 1st of the month. This is your newsletter so be a part of
it and send any articles of interest, comments, birthdays, etc, to the editor.
Advertising: $80.00/yr. Please contact the editor for further details.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editor or of Wangaratta
Four Wheel Drive Club Inc. The editor reserves the right to delete any section of any article, or reject any article, which has
been sent in for publication in the Newsletter.

Front Cover: Tom and Matt hard at it! (Who says we don’t have fun?)
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The President’s Page
Hi all,
Writing to you from a plane on its way to Brisbane for work.
During the last few months, Tom Barnard and I have had the privilege of working three days out of every week up in the
beautiful Buckland Valley, for Fiat Chrysler Australia.
We've been amazed at the ever changing daily vistas of this magnificent area - from truly breathtaking views across the
grassy green valleys, to the snow capped mountain tops of the snow fields. Then, actually driving snow trails at 1000
meters and having the mandatory snow ball exchanges on those occasions, to the many waterfalls in full flow tumbling
down the sheer rock walls of Mt Buffalo, to the extreme climbs and descents of the many trails that 'our beloved
Buckland' has to offer. Add to this, the multitude of river crossings which change overnight from 'fun to cross' to simply
'angry water ways' that you just stand back and admire from a distance, to the obscene up hill and equally obscene
descents, of the pine plantation area trails and to the ever changing vistas of these pine forests.
We've driven extended swamp, (read firm based river flats), areas of absolute slop, deep river sand sections, 'rather
exciting' rutted off camber slopes and continually drive areas needing absolute precision, in order to continue forward
motion. Areas that the only downhill path are two toboggan-like clay wheel ruts that, after rain, need all the traction aids
that we have at our disposal and the last few days we've been reintroduced to our old friend 'dust!’
We daily drive a major track whose edge is quickly being eroded by the recent rains. We've cut many a cross-tracked
tree that has come down in the many 100+ km/h wind storms that frequent this area and we even drive under one
monster, that we wouldn't dare tackle with our chainsaws.
We've met gold prospectors, many an inquisitive local farmer, high country cattle a plenty, loads of wild life, immovable
log trucks, dirt bike riders, horse riders, mountain bike riders and of course plenty of other 4WDs.
This is the Buckland Valley - less than an hour from Wang.
This is our own backyard ...
It is the equivalent to anything in this great country of ours.
We, as locals and as Victorians, are blessed to have free access to these and multiple areas just like it.
It is not this way in other states, and it’s not by accident. Thanks, in major part to FWD Victoria and you guys, for looking
after what is indeed our children's inheritance.
Finally:
There are a couple of fun volunteer events coming up (later in the newsletter).
The Club received a $5,000 funding cheque from the Victorian State Government, for our volunteering, which is much
appreciated.
Just quickly, were looking at some fresh first aid courses soon and some refreshers that are mandatory for those that
did them last year - talk to us if you're interested.
We are still looking for trip leaders in the short term (check the trip calendar and decide which trip you’d like to lead)...
Welcome home to those that have been away and we’re looking forward to a very exciting end of year with a few social
events coming up as per usual.
See you at the meeting,
dj
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CLUB APPAREL

Club Tee Shirts, badges, jumpers, windcheaters, etc. are available from STEER Clothing – 15 Baker St,
Wangaratta [new address]. Contact person is Bruce Steer. Phone: 03 5721 7773.
(The club shirt should be a dark green with gold embroidery.

Club Badges
New Club Members who have not yet received their Club badges or any other club member who would like
to order new badges at $10.00 each, please email Toby and Alyce Currie at: toby.currie@hotmail.com and
tell them exactly what you require.

Member’s Page

Open Forum

Hello everyone,
Just a reminder to follow on from my i trodu tio of the Ope Foru i the August 2012
newsletter, please feel free to contact me if you have something to sell through the club or have an idea you
would like to have discussed at the General Meeting or brought to the Committee. (Please send newsletter
advertisements straight to the Editor. Email address above.)
My contact details are: Mobile: 0412 664922
Home: 5752 1292
Email: gr.ht.martin@hotmail.com
Graeme

Message from the Secretary: Helene Martin
Hi All,
As Secretary of the club, I write up an agenda for
each General Meeting which helps the smooth running of
the meeting. If anyone has an issue they would like to
bring up at a General meeting (other than an article for
sale or general topic for the Open Forum), please email
me or phone me before the 1st of the month and I will
include it in the agenda. [See email and phone details above]
Helene
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General Meeting 13th August 2013
Meeting opened: 8.00pm
Welcome to members by President, including new member applicant,
Brendan D’Amico and visitors, Bruce and John.
Members present: as per attendance book.
Apologies: Noel and Virginia Robinson, Tony & Jill Miller, David Blore, David Ashford, Les &
Robyn MacLean, Toby & Alyce Currie, Pete & Kate Burke, Irene Jones, Glenn & Robyn Norton,
Barry Burns, Maria Lucas, Alan & Jeanette Wallace, Noel & Irene Ham, Bluey Bettles.
Minutes of previous meeting from 6th July 2013 General Meeting moved that they be accepted by
Andrew Brown, 2nd Neville French and carried.
Business arising from minutes:
Thanks to Andrew for taking the meeting notes this month.
Memberships are overdue for fifteen memberships. We encourage them to sign back up and pay as
soon as possible.
There was no other business arising.
Correspondence In: Various emails, 4WD Vic, various emails
Correspondence Out: Benalla Trophies, Signware.
Treasurers Report : Treasurer presented the report on the club’s finances. Account balances are:
General Account: $6,337.54
Term Deposits:
$2,380.72
Accounts to be paid: None to be paid
Accepted: Monica Freanch, 2nd: Tom Barnard
Membership: (See: Welcome…)
Trips : Tom Barnard presented report:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Moreton Island trip in full swing. Reports of extreme fun being had...
14th and 15th September - 5 Volunteer vehicles required for the Cancer Ride.
15th Sept. Yackandandah Charity Bash(for Orphaned kids)
Trip organised for Cobars and then onto the 4WD Show in Melbourne, 23 rd August
Cruiser Khana set for 22nd-23rd March 2014 – Register your interest now!!!
Notes about the two events on the 14th & 15th of September...
This was called the KTM Challenge last year. Name change this year but still a Cancer
charity event... Run again in the Strathbogie ranges... Vehicles needed to ferry people to
Check points, return hurt riders to base and transport bikes... Meal supplied Saturday
night then a possible night run for our group...at least five vehicles needed, utes if
available...contact Tom, or Burkey and Kate, who are leading the trip.
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Yackandandah event, 15th of September...
This is also a charity ride event, supporting Orphaned children.
It is a day event that requires about five vehicles...
Brett Grant is leading (and/or participating in) this event but contact Tom Barnard if you
are interested in volunteering.
E: thomasdbarnard@gmail.com or mobile: 0438 362 034
Other Committee Reports: Non tabled
Meeting program : Nothing this month. (September we are hoping Bluey Bettles will be back on his
feet to tell us his story...4wding training in the Army...his Forestry years and Tafe involvement...)
Open Forum: Nothing discussed...
Publicity - Kate on holidays...
Merchandise: Burkey on holidays but DJ shared that new, very good quality green jumpers were
available at $25 or embroidered with name for another $4 at Steers.
Sergeant of Arms: No Burkey, so it was an “honour-system” month...The Tim Meeks award night?
(see below), Tony: had tyre pressure issues (not enough out)...slid down hill, Richard Rhodes: hard
top driving with hubs still locked in, an embarrassment, and Brendan: Eldorado drive..sunk to the
sills ended with lots of walking to get help.
Special Guest Speaker: Speakers required for meetings. (Planning for some training and
information about medical equipment required for safe 4WDing...)
General business: DJ told the meeting about an application to the Vic State Govt, for funds to
support volunteering work of the Club. It is a Volunteers Grant and in the amount of $5,000.
Tim Meeks then shared with us his vehicular experiences of the previous month by telling the story,
showing pictures of the recovery and the video of the ‘event’. (Thanks Tim...Ed., “glad you’re all
okay”)
Next meeting reminder: Tuesday 10th
September, 8pm Tarrawingee
Meeting Close: 8.47 pm
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Victorian High Country Huts Association
VHCHA
For information about huts please visit VHCHA website : http://www.vhcha.org.au
This site has further information on the Victorian High country huts and activities associated with each area.
Our club is a member of this organisation, with Graham Abotomey our representative.

FOUR

WHEEL

DRIVE

VICTORIA

Driving In A Sustainable Environment
For more information visit the website: www.fwdvictoria.org.au
FWDV Delegates Brief Sheet to be read out at Club Meetings, and printed in Club Magazines
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David Blore...A short report: Summary of Savannah Way Trip so far...
(A quick email...)
“While not a Club trip, there are some things we did and places to go, which we have seen that may interest
Members.
Left Vic in early July to head towards the Gulf region and travel to Darwin via Normanton, Karumba,
Borroloola, Roper Bar, Mataranka, Nhulunbuy in Arnhem Land, and Kakadu.
On the way we visited a number of National Parks starting at Willandra NP near Ivanhoe NSW, Carrawinya
near Hungerford, Diamintina Lakes west of Windorah, then to Mt Isa before spending a few days at Adels
Grove and Lawn Hill NP in Western QLD, and finally Kakadu.
The group has changed over the trip, with some comings and goings, but the core members are now relaxing
after about 4000 km of outback roads.
A few minor vehicle and caravan problems, but nothing major fortunately (tyres and a shocker - mine - being
the main issues).
Back in cold Vic in another fortnight unfortunately!
Best to you all back home.
David and Kaye.”
(Great to hear from you, thanks…Ed).

TIME HAS RUN OUT SUNDAY 11th AUGUST
Today is the last day that we will accept registrations for booking any on farm work.
As mentioned in our last newsletter the official closing of our camp will be the 19 th of this month.
We still have a number of properties left to start and complete, but there is light at the end of the tunnel.
We have 3 new volunteer couples arriving over the next few days and this should boost the energy levels of
our current long term workers. Our actual leaving camp date will be later in the week.
It’s been a couple of weeks since I’ve personally been on the front line fencing.
With the advent of our mail out last week, we have had a number of properties to inspect and access.
We are now supplying some donated Blazeaid fencing materials to a number of needy property owners.
The areas soil that we have been working on lately, is a heavy black loam. Its depth is reported to be up to 20
meters deep but with it being covered in water for such a long time, it’s still very wet and has lost a lot of its
oxygen and microbes and instead of having a friable texture it’s now more like heavy clay that sticks to
everything and is very hard to dig in, either manually or with a machine.
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Boring post holes

On a sad note, Sue and I also spent 2 1/2 days last week in Brisbane, attending the funeral of Sue’s godfather
Bill.
Bill and Sue’s father were lifelong friends that grew up together in Noble Park, they lived in the same street as
kids and again built in the same street in married life.
They should be having a beer together again somewhere in the big blue sky.
Till next time.
Graham and Sue

IT’S ALL OVER FOR NOW 25th August 2013
THE FINAL CHAPTER
Tuesday 20th August was the last breakfast for our remaining volunteer group. I could have said that Monday
night was our last supper but I’ll be polite.
It’s been a very long journey and all has turned out extremely well and the packing up of the camp is now
down to five, David who has been a very enthusiastic long term participant over our four month duration,
Bob, Ruth, Sue and myself.
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Today the five of us start the pack up of all the gear, both fencing and kitchen that were used. It takes David,
Bob and I two days, with the cleaning and servicing of all the motorised machines that were used e.g. Chain
saws, waker packers that are used to drive in steel star pickets (a brilliant piece of equipment), posthole
diggers and posthole borers.
Our two tandem trade trailers were stripped out and an equal amount of equipment was repacked so that each
trailer in the future will support a six person crew. The remaining fencing gear was loaded into a 7x5 trailer
and the Falcon Ute that was previously donated to Blazeaid which we used during our stay.

Photo: Trailer and equipment that needed to be repacked.
All of the kitchen gear that was non perishable, was packed by Sue and Ruth and placed into the 6x4 caged
trailer that we also used during our tenure. All of the leftover perishable foods and goods were donated to the
Uniting Church for their relief efforts that they are involved with. (The Uniting Church cooked two meals
each week for us).
Thursday morning saw four of us heading to Tamworth towing three trailers, with the ute towing the fourth
trailer. It’s an eight hour trip to our destination of Long Bobs property. (Long Bob is a long time Blazeaid
volunteer), where the ute and the four trailers will be stored until the next call to set up a Blazeaid camp.
Hopefully this will be a long time off. We stayed the night at Long Bobs and returned to the Laidley show
grounds on Friday.
The five of us were invited to join a number of the Uniting Church members for dinner tonight in a farewell
gesture. Saturday saw Bob and Ruth depart for Brisbane and Sue and I packed the van for our departure. We
also had our last evening meal at one of the local hotels with our community liaison representative Gordon
and his wife Donella.
Tomorrow Sue and I are departing and heading north to Townsville to visit friends.
Just to recap on our past four months, we departed Oxley on the 19th April, during our stay 154 volunteers
passed through our camp, this equates to 1850 volunteer days worked, 85 properties completed, 66 Kilometres
of fence cleared, refurbished or rebuilt. A massive total of in kind value @ $25.00 per hour exceeding
$325,000.00 of free volunteer labour into the local community. This figure doesn’t include the value of the
fuel, food etc. purchased from local businesses that are needed to run the camp, over $30,000.00 or the costs
of the fencing materials that have been donated and distributed in the area over $50,000.00.
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The value of privately purchased and donated materials that were used is unknown but is also quite
substantial.

Photo: One of the fences we built.
Saturday 17th August was our farewell dinner held at the Mulgowie Hotel where our remaining 24 volunteers
enjoyed a very social evening in the company of over 70 very happy property owners that we had assisted in
the valleys.Our last official working day was Monday 19th August.
The following day we began the process of packing all our equipment that was transported to Tamworth were
it will be mothballed and stored awaiting the next call to help somewhere in a community, we all hope that
day is awhile off.
There are many, many memorable moments and stories to be told, but the most disappointing aspect of our
stay has been the lack of the LOCKYER VALLEY COUNCIL’S interaction with our Blazeaid group.
DURING OUR STAY NEITHER THE MAYOR NOR ANY COUNCILLORS MADE CONTACT WITH
US. Our only Council contact has been with an appointed employee and that access was on a limited basis.
It appeared that Council just wasn’t interested in what we were doing or in the welfare of their farming rate
payers. This is the only blemish on what has been a wonderful experience for us and the many farmers we
have been able to help.

Catch you somewhere on the track.

Graham and Sue

Photo: Sue on the fence line.
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Moab USA Trip

By Craig Cheetham
Early this year I was made an offer I couldn’t refuse. Co-pilot an 80 series at “Cruise
Moab” in the US. Moab for the uninitiated is home to some of the most spectacular &
challenging “Slick Rock” four wheel driving in the world with this 4 day event attracting
hundreds of Landcruisers both old & new.
Our odyssey started by flying into Denver Colorado as the guests of Slee Ofroad where our
Cruiser await. Spending a couple of days fitting it out Aussie touring style we crossed the
impressive Rocky Mountains via Interstate 70 to Grand Junction. Our first taste of offroad
was on the Kokopelli Trail from Cisco to Moab. The old gold route wound its way through
huge gorges & along breath taking cliffs with metre high rock steps & washaways a taste
of things to come.

Kokopelli Trail.
Moab is like no place on earth. A tourist town in the desert with hundreds of four wheel
drives lining the streets, loose regulations meaning you can drive almost anything on the
road no matter how modified from tube buggies to RZR’s.

Anything goes in Moab.
Day two we decided to start quietly on an easier grade 6 run to Elephant Hill in Canyonlands National Park. Spectacular “Road runner” sand stone rock formations & arches led
us to the Junction of the Colorado & Green Rivers.
Day three was closer to camp taking on the slick rock for the first time at “Finns &
Things”. Rarely getting out of first gear we crawled up & down 50 degree rocks, the tyres
chirping as they struggled for traction. A land of extremes the nearby snow covered La Sal
Mountains provided a panoramic backdrop, a photographers dream.
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Day four it was time to step it up a notch running “Hells Revenge” trail. Within 60
seconds I was looking down a 50m drop out my window, the margin for error very slim.
We wound our way along the rim to the Colorado overlook & checked out the scary ‘Hells
Gate’ climb. 65 degree’s at the pinch I was somewhat relieved that the events permit
didn’t allow us to run it. We were fortunate then to swap our Cruiser for a pair of 2 seat
Polaris RZR buggies. Wow what a ball they are & a pity we can’t drive them on trails in Oz
like over there.

“Slick Rock” driving.
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc

September 2013

Page 13

Track Torque

Leaving the event we headed through Arizona for the Grand Canyon. While the crowds
packed the rim we chose instead to be one of just 4 people camped on the Colorado River
at the bottom of the Canyon that night. Magic. Route 66 led us towards the Hoover Dam
& Los Vegas, not for the casino’s but a date at VORE off-road. Driving a pair of off-road
racing trophy trucks was an absolute blast, jumping a 20m table top the highlight.

VORE off-road.
Heading for home we were delayed by a couple of mechanical breakdowns with the old
Toy arriving embarrassingly in Denver on the back of a U Haul truck, I suppose a result of
buying a poorly maintained car sight unseen over the internet. Back on the planes it took
20 hours in the air so were glad to be home. A trip to remember 
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Club Trips
Wangaratta 4WD Club General Meeting
Tuesday 13th August 2013
Held at the Moreton Island Eastern Beach Camp Sites EB16, EB17, EB18, EB19,
EB20.
Meeting opened: 4.00pmish (Happy Hour).
Members present The Wallace’s, The MacLean’s, The Burke’s, The Norton’s and the Martin’s.
Proxy vote for members not present the Currie’s.
Apologies: As per attendance book for meeting held for the Wangaratta 4X4 Club at Tarrawingee
Victoria.
Minutes of previous meeting not read. All agreed unanimously.
Business arising from minutes: None.
Correspondence In: Forget it no internet reception.
Correspondence Out: Forget it no internet reception.
Treasurer not present:
New members: Couldn’t find any on the beach!
Trips – Tom not present.
Moreton Island would be another good trip
Open Forum: What to do tomorrow – a drive, fish or do nothing?
Question time: What have you forgotten: Solar panels, rock salt.
What wouldn’t you bring next time: Allan Wallace advised the meeting that he wouldn’t bring
Jeanette!
Publicity: Kate busy fishing.
Merchandise: Peter busy baiting Kate’s fishing line.
General business:
None! Ooh message from proxy members Toby and Alyce - said the Pina Colada’s are not the
same in front of a fire at home in Benalla.
Next meeting reminder: 2nd Tuesday in September 8pm but it could be highly likely that the club
members on Moreton might not attend as they will still be on Moreton!
Meeting Close: 4.10pm so that glasses could be refilled. (Photos below….)
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Photo: A tuff day at the office...Myall Lakes.

Our trip before Moreton Island
Day 1 – Burkey and I left Benalla at 10.30am. We drove to Lake Lyall which was our first stop
for the trip. Arriving at 8.00pm we set up camp for two nights. It was a VERY cold night and
we went to bed after a quick dinner. Fortunately, that day, I had snuck in the stores on our
way out and bought an……electric blanket. Yes, a beautiful, cosy, warm lecky blanky that was
welcomed that night! Awaking to a world of white frost the next morning we found ourselves
next to a beautiful lake.
Day 2 – we had breakfast and dinner cooked in the Weber bbq we had which was really yummy.
Throughout the day we spent some time fishing and catching absolutely nothing. In the
afternoon we saw a man who was having trouble with a lady at a nearby campsite. Thinking she
was drunk Burkey valiantly went to assist but found she was a victim of a possible stroke.
Calling me over, we stayed with her and her husband until the ambulance arrived and took her
to hospital. Later that evening, Burkey had his first spat when he went for a shower. I had no
problems but the big guy just didn’t know how to work coin operated showers and came back
cursing and covered in soap. He set up our shower off the Cruiser and swore it was the only
shower he would ever use. Another cold night called for the electric blanket.
Day 3 – After decamping we headed to the Three Sisters. The views were amazing. We
travelled across the Blue Mountains where we found the speed limits varied within meters
which was very frustrating. The weather starting getting nice and warm in Pennant Hills and
shortly after we crossed the mighty Hawkesbury River. Stunning! We arrived at Myall Lakes
and set up camp.
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Day 4 – awoke to a cacophony of
birdsong at some ungodly hour.
It sounded like a bird
construction site with the rattle
gun bird, the staple gun bird, the
drill bird, the saw bird, the
foreman bird etc. The birds
were quite friendly and hung
around near the camp with a
brush turkey strolling through on
occasions. We completed a
rainforest walk and also walked
on the beach which was only a
short distance away. Burkey was
unable to relax so ended up
waxing the whole bloody Cruiser. Thanks Graeme Martin!
Day 5 – We decamped early and refuelled. Our next stop was at Springbrook NP. There were
lots of road works and fluctuating speed limits. We stopped briefly at Coffs Harbour and took
the touristy photo with the Big Banana. A quick snack and we continued on our way. Now….my
phone map was different to
the map on the tablet. I
followed my phone map
which brought us to another
area of the park. By this
time it was pitch black. Our
headlights beamed on a sign
that read “2.5kms walk to
the campsite”. Needless to
say it was not what we
wanted to read! Following
consultation with the tablet
map we arrived at our destination tired and crotchety. After 9 hrs of driving we both had
dummy spits and were in bed by 7.30pm!
Day 6 – This was a wet wake up call. The rain was soft but constantly drizzling. Another lot of
friendly birds who were not shy to come next to my foot. We visited several lookout points
but the best one was, unfortunately, in cloud. The others were beautiful with babbling brooks
and waterfalls and the scenery was superb. We were going to stay another night but decided
to head to Brisbane. We joined Graeme and Helene at 3.30pm at the Big4 and set up camp for
a few days, thank heavens!
Day 7 – Beautiful warm sunny weather! We collected supplies to take to the island and went to
the Hogs Breath Café for dinner with Graeme and Helene where I cuddled the pig. Later, we
played cards that night which had us all in stitches. A nice relaxing day was enjoyed.
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Day 8 – Another relaxing morning with warm weather. We attended to the laundry and resorted and topped up our supplies some more. Graeme and Helene took us for a drive and
showed us the island which could be seen from the mainland. Stopping at a seafood store it
was mind boggling to see such a glorious array of fresh seafood. Graeme and Helene cooked up
some tiger prawns, calamari, and a whole Moreton Bay Bug for me as a birthday gift.
Absolutely delicious and way better than supermarket stuff. Thanks heaps Graeme and
Helene. We played another card game with lots of laughs before hitting the sack.
Day 9 – We decamped and headed to the Port of Brisbane where all the rest of the gang
members met up. Everyone set up basic camp on a strip of land next to the truck stop. Dinner
and drinks were had and a birthday cake - yes, that’s right, for me! Thanks guys. We all
settled early for a sleepless night.
Day 10 – Well I don’t think anyone slept well.
Trucks were pulling in and going out, air brakes
hissing, reverse beepers echoing through the
night, headlights lighting up all our sleeping
quarters and of course, the highway was nearby
with traffic going past. Most of us were up and
out of bed by 5.30am. Burkey and I were up at
4.30am. Our tent was on a slight slant and every
time I woke up through the night I found myself
at the bottom of the tent. After breakfast at the
truck stop everyone packed up and headed to the Micat terminal at 7.00am. We all boarded
and at 8.30am it was ‘bye bye Brisbane’ as we headed to Moreton Island.
Burkey and Kate

David Suffield

Licensed Plumber

41 Suffield Lane, Moyhu Lic. No: 43228
 Roofing
 Maintenance & Repairs
 Gasfitting
 New Buildings
 Stormwater
 Renovations
 Water Supply
 Air Conditioning  General Welding
 Sewers
also available
 Irrigation

Servicing Wangaratta, Benalla, Myrtleford and surrounding areas.

Tel: (03)5727 9535
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc

0428 279 535
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CLUB CALENDAR 2013
Remember club trips are not set in stone so there will be times when trip dates will be changed to
suit members and the weather.

Sep 1415

Riding For A
Reason

‘Charnwood’
Strathbogie
Ranges

Noel Ham
& Burkey

Sep 15

Yack Charity
Bash
Kambetong

Mt Big Ben

Tom
Barnard
Steve Fuller

Girls Getaway

Kambetong
Area
TBA

Nov

Day in the
Gardens Benalla

Benalla Rose
Gardens

Committee

Jan
2014

Wangaratta
Outdoor Leisure
show

APEX Park
Wangaratta

Committee

Feb
2014

Adventure
Travel Film
Festival
Myrtleford
Festival

Bright

Committee

Myrtleford

Committee

SepOct
OctNov

March
2014

Riding For A
Reason
Cancer
Charity Ride
Cancer
Charity Ride
Will be a
great trip!
No Men
Allowed

Kate Burke

April
2014

CSR

Canning
Stock Route

Ian Barry

June 9
2014

Tackling
Toolangi

Toolangi
state forest

Tom
Barnard

Need
volunteers to
help man the
club display
Need
volunteers to
help man the
club display
Further
details TBA

TBA

Need
volunteers to
help man the
club display
Need 4
vehicles
minimum
Will be wet,
cold, &
muddy

Unlimited
places!

Unlimited
places!
Places still
available
CONTACT
KATE
ASAP
Unlimited
places!

Unlimited
places!

Unlimited
places!
Unlimited
places!

TRIP IS
NOW FULL
Places still
available

WATCH THIS SPACE...... (proposed up-coming trips)

 Graeme Martin - Day trip around the Gapstead area
 David Blore - Jehrico Red Jacket area
 Tom would like to tackle the North Eastern parts of NSW- Port Macquarie to Coffs Harbour
would be nice
 Richard Rhodes – Woods Point Walhalla area
 WATCH THIS SPACE !!....
Last Update 01/09/13
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Advertiser’s Section
Notice to Business owners
There are a couple of spaces
available for extra advertisements.
Call or email Andrew (Ed.) to book
your advertisement in our
magazine.
(Contact details on bottom of Page
2)

“Albury Wodonga’s Complete 4WD Equipment Centre”

DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS

Andrea Simmons

ARB ALBURY
Ph 02 6021 2477 Fax 02 6041 3097
asimmons@arb.com.au
www.arb.com.au
476 Hume Street Albury (Next to Hungry Jack’s)

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc

September 2013
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Editor’s Notes:
The Moreton Island Trip report will be added to next
o th’s e sletter...
Thanks to all the members who have contributed to
this o th’s editio ...e elle t ork.
Photos sent in will be published next month too...
I do ’t k o a out a o e else ut this has been a
very busy month for me, hence the late publishing of
the newsletter.
Please ote that the 4WD VI page is a repeat of last o th’s e ause the latest ersio has ’t et
appeared. I looked at the news in it and much of it is still current.
Catch you next month...or at the meeting.
Andrew

Squires Sports & Mowers
Sales & Repairs
Mowers, Brushcutters, Chainsaws, Wood Heaters & Bicycles

Trevor & Terese Squires
53 Nunn Street, Benalla 3672
Phone/Fax: 03 5762 2519
E-Mail: squiressportsmowers@bigpond.com

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc

September 2013
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Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club
A0001052D

PO Box 494 Wangaratta 3676
www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au

“Responsible Four Wheel Driving And Family Touring”
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