Track Torgue

BLAZEAID FOR US 12 Months On - ZONIA DOWNS, QLD May 2014

We have arrived in Julia Creek with the express intent of working with Blazeaid. This year Blazeaid is
helping out with ‘Drought Relief’ work on Cattle Stations ~ something quite new to Blazeaid.

Just before lunch on Thursday 22 May we set up camp at the Julia Creek Race Course/Camp Drafting
site and waited for Brian Carr Blazeaid coordinator to return. He was expecting us and welcomed us
with open arms. We have now made three Blazeaid team members and were the first to be sent out
to a drought affected property to help in any way.

Friday saw us stock up with supplies and heading north out of town after an early lunch. Tony was
following in his camper bus.

Our destination is Zonia Downs Station some 130km north of Julia Creek. The first 50km is sealed.
We were met at the first grid by Peter Taylor our host who was cleaning out the bottom of the grid.
Introductions and a chat we were on our way again with directions to Zonia Downs a further 80kms
away.

The old homestead of Zonia Downs is tucked between trees 19kms off the main road. Darlene
Taylor was quick to welcome us along with their Japanese ‘Woofa’ Miyu (pronounced Mew) and
Charlie their 8 week old Border Collie, Jack Russell cross pup who would regularly steel our footwear
if left out at night. A cuppa and cake and we were shown to a nice grassed area behind the house in
the shed paddock. We are connected to power and water and the site is shaded from the westerly
setting sun by a large mango tree which is very welcome as the days are still really quite hot 32C -
34C.

Supper cooked by Darlene a (Canadian) was a delicious stew and we talked until quite late 9.30ish!

Our first morning of Station life we woke sleep deprived caused by their 12 dogs barking on and off
during the night! It was a beautiful warm morning. No need for sleeves here! The first couple of
hours were spent with an orientation drive and long chats about where we could help out.

It was decided that we would spend our mornings pulling out and rolling up the old fencing wire
(new fence already there). After lunch we would then assemble flat pack cupboards (purchased up
to 10 years ago and still in original packaging) and clean up the meshed in verandas which encircle
the house.
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After three days of this work we were invited to help at the stock yards where they had to weigh
their weaners and steers that were still in the yards from last week’s muster. The weighing was by
portable scales placed in the cattle crush. Peter and Darlene selected 12 steers , weighing between
450kg to 500kg for a competition and sale at the upcoming Richmond Show.

The next morning we had to select and weighed another 9 younger weaners weighing between
150kg to 200kg for another competition at the Show.

We are only eating breakfast at our vans and enjoying morning tea of cuppa and cakes cooked by
Miyu (Darlene is teaching her how to cook). Cookies, cupcakes, apple cakes and scones! Lunches,
afternoon tea and suppers!

After our work in the yards we have been invited to attend their ‘Muster’ at Yarrabung — their
18,000 acre breeding paddock some 130km east. We were more than happy to accept and it was
agreed that we would tow our van and Tony would travel in the truck and sleep out in a swag, with
Peter and Darlene. Darlene drove their Nissan and towed a trailer with a 4 wheeler.

Thursday 30™ May saw us rise early to pack for our drive to Yarrabung which took approximately 2
hours. Yarrabung is a forested block opposed to Zonia Downs which has open grasslands and bands
of trees. The now dry seasonal Saxby River runs through the northern paddocks of Zonia. We were
all quite tired from our early morning and drive and camp setup and enjoyed a pre cooked Darlene
speciality stew — yum!

Friday and we are all awake at day break waiting to hear from Justin and Ben the chopper pilots who
would have hit the sky at Richmond at first light. A short while later they were on air. Darlene said
that they had some helpers and could they take a ride? It wasn’t long and Graham was in the air
with Justin and Peter, Darlene and Tony headed out on the quads. | had plenty to do organising at
camp. About 40 minutes later Graham was on the ground and it was my turn. WOW!!!! We were
actually mustering from the air (not just sightseeing but we took lots of pics) helping to spot the
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cows, calves and bulls. The views were fantastic and | didn’t get sick from the weaving back and
forth, up and down chasing the stock.

I actually got to experience a few landings and takeoffs to close a gate, another to refuel and then to
set me back on the ground after an hour in the air. It was now Tony’s turn. What a buzz —

11.00am and the cattle are all in the yards and the choppers are on the ground. A leisurely lunch,
cuppa and chat then Darlene was taken on her first chopper ride to pick up the Nissan from the
refuelling spot. She too was in awe.

After our goodbyes to Justin and Ben it was now time to start drafting the stock from the Finch and
Pigeon Paddock to our north. | was the note taker marking the number of cows and bulls, weaners
to be marked and branded before going back out to the bush paddock, cows for sale and weaners to
be trucked back to Zonia Downs. It was extremely dusty working in the sandy yards. Drafting over it
was time for a well earned cuppa which gave the calves time to settle down before we went back to
mark and brand them.

A great days work done and we were well ahead of schedule with us three helping out. Graham
cooked up a sumptuous camp oven rolled roast beef — yum! Most took their bath at the Bore close
by and we showed in the van before we all tumbled wearily into bed for a well earned rest. Rest
only if the weaners separated from their mums would stop bellowing - 18,000 acres and we are
camped next to the yards!
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Saturday morning another early rise to again see the sunrise again. We are now drafting the stock
from Cockatoo paddock to our south. We are all done by morning smoko. Only four calves to be
branded and marked. The cows had calved out earlier than the Finch and Pigeon cows and were
mostly weaners. The road train has been booked for Sunday morning so had to wait.

In the afternoon Graham and | went in the truck with Peter and took the two ‘stranger’cows back to
neighbouring properties. Hopefully they won't return.

Peter also took us for run to check on the stock troughs. The Bore at the stockyards runs continually
into a ‘Bore Drain’ which over the years has created a natural wetland. It is quite an oasis in this very
sandy dry country.

A grill over the camp fire for supper again cooked by Graham, bathing at the Bore and star gazing — a
very tired camp.

Sunday morning saw another early rise to see in the new day, waiting for the sounds of the road
train. It wasn’t long after breakfast and it arrived. An hour later the cows and weaners are all
loaded, Crackles the truckie was fed and on his way.

We were all packed up and ready to roll by 10., 10.30am and we are leaving Yarrabung’s front gate
for Zonia Downs.
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12.30pm we arrived home at Zonia Downs to find the road train had only just beaten us in. Sunday
afternoon was spent unpacking the vehicles and washing. Fish and Chips for supper followed by an
early night for all. WOW - that’s one off our ‘Bucket List’I!!!11

Monday morning we wake to hear the windmill groaning — a sure sign that winter is here!

The breeze has turned and is now coming in from the south and sleeves are needed for the first
time. We are out on the fence line again pulling out and rolling up old fencing wire. We also picked
up all the old wire and took it to the dump and the wire for recycling to another area to be stored for
reuse.

Tuesday morning Graham, Tony and | accompanied Peter on his water run. Tony drew the short
straw and got the back of the ute. We drove out to all the troughs to check for leaks (none) and
drained and scaped the algae off the bottom and sides then refilled them. Peter also showed us the
‘Old Bore’ and then the New — 900 feet down, 6 inch fibreglass lined casing. The artesian water rises
at 55lbs per square inch so there is no need for a pump. The cows on Zonia Downs have feed on the
grassy plain unlike those at Yarrabung which are living off a little grass and mainly the leaves off
edible trees.

We spent the afternoon cleaning our rigs in readiness for our departure tomorrow. Peter and
Darlene are off to Townsville for medical appointments. Darlene, Peter and Miyu made a
presentation of home baked cookies, cup cakes, fruit cake and passionfruit jam. A lovely gesture to
thank us for our work and friendship. We will be back!

Sue & Graham

[Ed: Well done to you both...terrific to hear from you and thanks for the update...]
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