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Progress Report – Kimberley Pilbara Recce (John S & Bruce G) 
 

We have now been on the road (wet) for ten weeks and are starting to get a complex about bringing 
rain with us wherever we go.  Since we left the wet Gibb River Road we have had 160mm overnight 
in Broome, 210mm overnight in Karratha, and the forecast is for heavy rain as we make our second 
attempt to visit Karijini National Park next week.  But we are having a good time. 

 
We were particularly impressed with the Dampier Peninsular, which includes Cape Leveque north of 
Broome.  The whole peninsular is alcohol free in that while you can BYO, there is no alcohol for 
sale.  Aboriginal communities seem to be controlling the intrusion of tourist by providing access to 
some areas and opening up others for camping.   
 
We were surprised by the number of 
campsites (apart from the crowded 
‘Wilderness  Lodge’  at  Cape  Leveque)  
which were available to us.  We 
managed to get one night at the 
Wilderness Lodge and that was enough.  
A little scouting around soon revealed a 
campground managed by an aboriginal 
family at Gambanan, which is on the way 
to One Arm Point.  We would 
recommend the whole peninsular to 
anyone who gets close to Broome, and 
in particular the Beagle Bay and 
Lombardina communities, and the 
Middle Lagoon, Whale Song, and 
Gambanan campgrounds as alternatives 
to the Cape Leveque Lodge. 
 

                                                                       Gambanan Campground 
 

 
Our first attempt to get to Karijini via 
the Rio Tinto Rail Access track was 
thwarted by heavy rain.  We made 
it to the Millstream-Chichester NP 
then retreated to Dampier before 
being locked in by floodwaters.  We 
are now at Coral Bay after 
spending a few nights at Ningaloo 
Station – another must for the 
bucket list.  Snorkelling the 
Ningaloo Reef (in 22 degree water) 
is on the agenda tomorrow. 

 
Ningaloo Station Camp 

 

 

 


