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Christmas Break 

 

The office of FWDV will be closed from 20 December 2013 and reopening on 20 January 2014. 
 
As this is the last Delegates Brief Sheet for the year, the Board and Staff of FWDV wish you and your families,  
a well-travelled and safe journey through the Christmas period and wish you all the very best for the up and  
coming New Year. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

MAGNIFICANT MORETON ISLAND 

 

Sunday 4th August – designated meeting day.   
Location: Caltex Service Centre – Port of Brisbane.   
Time: 12 noon onward. 
 
All trip participants had arrived at the designated meeting spot by 2pm.  Everyone caught up on 
their trip up and settled in for the afternoon/night.  After tea, a birthday cake was presented to Kate.   
 
The Port of Brisbane Security and the Police checked on us we must have look like a motley lot 
because even the truck drivers drove past us. 
 
Monday 5th August: Everyone was up early, showered, had breakfast and then waited in anticipation 
for our Moreton Island adventure to commence.  Vans dropped off into secure parking, last minute 
checks  made,  photo  of  the  ‘crew’  taken while we waited in line until we were instructed to ‘drive  on’  
the vehicle ferry, the  ‘MiCat’.     
 
With a later departure time than expected we felt the engines gain momentum with the boat 
vibrating and we were off, slowly motoring out through the Port of Brisbane past the giant container 
lifting cranes and out through the leads into Moreton Bay.   
 
The weather was glorious with the water glistening like silver as we cruised by. 
 
We settled in for the 70 minute boat ride.   
 
Coffee and muffins ordered, we all took in the beautiful scenery and faint view of Moreton Island. 
 
Graeme organised with the Captain to view the bridge of the MiCat, with some of us being lucky 
enough to steer the boat over to our destination. 
Prior to our  arrival  at  ‘the  Wrecks’  on Moreton Island, the vehicles tyres were all “aired down” and 
the hubs locked in.   
 
Graeme and I have seen many a vehicles get bogged as soon as they hit the sand because they 
weren’t  prepared.  When this happens, the MiCat reverses and pulls back in to the left or the right of 
the bogged vehicle.  Needless to say no one from the club wanted this to happen to us. 
 
After all six vehicles drove off the MiCat, we cruised on up the beach with the glorious Moreton Bay 
glistening to our right heading for the Middle Road exit and the surf side of the Island.   
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For most of the trip participant’s, this was the first time for them driving on beach sand so the 
sensation was different with the vehicle response.  (Not to mention all vehicles were very heavily 
loaded for the two weeks of camping on the island.) 
 
We were in luck! The road had been recently graded so it was a great introduction to this type of 
driving.  20 minutes later we drove onto the surf beach and what a sight!  Crystal blue water, with 
small rolling waves and a light breeze to greet us. 400 metres up the beach and we were at our 
designated camping area, sites selected everyone got themselves set up.  Club marquees erected, 
everyone congregated and enjoyed a drink prior to tea. 
 
Tuesday 6th August: Burkey, Graeme and I were up bright and early to watch the sun rise and the 
whales frolic out the front of the camp site.  Could it get any better than this?  You bet ya it did! 
 
As Toby and Alyce were only staying a short period of time, it was decided to take a drive and show 
them along with the others, some of the sights of the island.   
 
Heading north to the light house, we stopped and took pictures of the vehicles on the beach and 
then onto the light house for a walk around and was treated to more whales playing in the water.   
 
After taking in these sights, we  then  drove  onto  ‘Yellow  Patch’  and  ‘North  Point’, were some of us 
walked on to  ‘Honeymoon  Bay’  and  the  ‘Champagne  Pools’. Robyn MacLean notice that there were 
more whales playing just off the northern tip of the island, so for the third time that day we were 
treated to another spectacular display of the migrating whales playing in the water. From here we 
drove  onto  the  settlement  of  ‘Bulwar’, had some lunch and then back to camp for a spot of afternoon 
fishing. 
 
That night we had our first communal meal with everyone dressed Hawaiian.  Toby was the cocktail 
maker  and  did  an  excellent  job  on  the  ‘Pina  Colda’s’. 
 
Wednesday 7th August: Rest Day – We woke to another glorious day on Moreton Island.   
 
Early morning walks being taken, fish filleted, morning tea with pikelets shared, the day rolled on.  
Toby and Alyce  took  a  drive  to  the  ‘Blue  Lagoon’  and  had  a  very  invigorating  swim  there  on  their 
own with very little beach traffic.   
 
After lunch everyone has either picked up there rods to fish or a screw driver to dig the pippies out.  
Oh  it’s  another  day  in  paradise! 
 
 Thursday 8th August:  Day drive.  Locations discussed Tangalooma Resort, The Sand Dunes and 
Rouse Battery.   
 
After consulting the tide book we headed off to Tangalooma Resort so Toby and Alyce could look at 
their next holiday destination.  Morning tea and lunch was enjoyed here and then we pushed onto 
the Sand Dunes to do some tobogganing.  There was more bogging than sliding.   
 
It was very windy there so after many attempts we headed off to the Rouse Battery where in WW2 
Australian troops manned these lookouts to protect Australia from possible infiltration of Japanese 
troops.  Remnants of the ammunition bunkers, gun turrets and staff quarters are still present today.   
The task of supplying the troops with water was carried out under the cover of darkness. This was 
done to protect the location of the troops. After collecting the water then the troops would have to 
help push a Blitzer up the sand dune to carry the water to a holding tank near the gun turret. Les, 
Jeanette and Glenn found out how challenging that track could be! 
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After looking at these historical sites, it was back to camp for another leisurely evening around the 
camp fire.  The only altercation for the day was a frog and Burkey in the toilet tent! (The Frog lost!) 
 
 
Friday 9th August: Toby and Alyce organised themselves to depart the Island.  
  
With some goodbyes said, Burkey, Kate, Graeme and Helene travelled with Toby and Alyce over to 
the barge to say a final “good bye”.   
 
As high tide was almost in, the  Burke’s  and  the  Martin’s  settled  in  at  Tangalooma  Resort  for  coffee  
and cake waiting for the tide to go down so that they could travel back to camp.   
 
The  MacLean’s,  Norton’s  and  Wallace’s had a leisurely morning back at camp relaxing. 
 
Saturday 10th August: Another glorious sunrise greeted us and after a lazy morning lunch over the 
MacLean’s,  Norton’s  and  the  Wallace’s  took  a  drive  to  Blue  Lagoon, Honeyeater Bay and Bulwer 
sightseeing.    The  Burkes  and  Martin’s  held  the  fort  back  at  camp  enjoying  a  lazy  afternoon.     
 
Everyone arrived back in camp safely and caught up on the afternoons drive. 
 
Sunday 11 August: Guess what?  Another glorious morning with a number of people rising early 
and trying to catch fish.   
 
A few fish got away but better luck next time which will be this afternoon, after a round of worming to 
try and get some different bait to entice the fish. 
 
Monday 12th August:  Another  day’s  driving  – back to Tangalooma Resort for a few provisions.   
 
The day’s very nice but strong 
winds blowing.   
 
We had lunch at the resort, along 
with 1,000 Indonesians on their 
annual holidays.   
 
Afternoon spent leisurely playing 
cards, fishing, and reading.  Oh 
this is the life………. 
 
Tuesday 13th August: Walk 
organised to Mt Tempest. 2.5 Km 
round trip; not all partook in this 
walk.  Allan stayed behind and 
fished and Graeme? Not sure what 
Graeme did!   
 
We had  a lovely walk to the top of Mt Tempest with its sweeping panoramic views of both sides of 
the island.  
 
Allan, Jeanette, Les and Robyn had organised themselves to depart early the next day, due to the 
Wallace’s having to organise a medical appointment quickly and Les & Robyn having to head back 
home due to a family emergency.   
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Wednesday 14th August:  The  Martin’s  and  the  Burke’s  escorted  the  Wallace’s  and  the  MacLean’s  to  
the other side of the Island to see them off.   
 
The  Norton’s  held  the  fort  back  on  the  surf  side  warding  off  any  unexpected intruders coming into 
camp site.  The afternoon is spent doing very little.  Wind has picked up again. 
 
Thursday 15th August:  Another glorious day awaits us!   
 
The wind has dropped and the tides are in our favour for a trip to Kooringal and the ‘Gutter  Bar’!     
23  k’s  of  beach  driving  to  the  southern  end  of  the  island.    The  Gutter  Bar  was  not  open  when  we  
arrived but a quick look around and back to the bar we were in luck.   
 
After a pleasant couple of hours partaking in a drink or two we headed back to camp to check 
Burkey’s  vehicle  out  which was sounding a bit sick.   
 
After removing all spark plugs it was discovered that the 6th spark  plug  wasn’t  looking  very  good  
with the possibility of a head gasket gone also.  Will keep you posted with the outcome.   
 
The rest of the afternoon spend driving to water course for water for showers, playing cards, 
reading,  maybe  a  drink  or  two……………….   
  
Friday 16th August:    The  Burke’s  left  the  island  this  morning  to  head  home  not  knowing  if  the  vehicle  
would make it.  
 
Graeme  and  Glenn  drove  over  to  the  MiCat  landing  site  to  make  sure  that  the  Burkes  didn’t  get  into 
any trouble.   
After the Burkes, left  the  Norton’s  and  the  Martin’s  were  left  to  enjoy  the  remainder  of  the  time  left  
on Moreton Island.  After a brief discussion over a game of Rummykub it was decided to head 
towards Stanthorpe (slight change to itinerary) and partake in the many wineries that are in that 
area.  
  
Saturday 17th August:  Camp site packed up. 
Sunday 18th August: Left Moreton Island at 10am after a coffee and muffin at the Resort again.  
 
Beautiful day on the water and 70 minutes later we are in Brisbane.  With caravan hooked up we 
headed  to  Warwick  to  meet  up  with  the  Wallace’s  and  then  travel  onto  Stanthorpe.    Stanthorpe  is  
980 metres above sea level and is primarily granite rock country.  They have a very predominant 
wine and apple industry in this region.  After organising a tour for the next day it was drinks in the 
camp kitchen which had gas heaters.  The weather at Stanthorpe is very similar to what we 
experience in our region with the area being approx. 980 meters above sea level and it has been 
known to snow! 
Monday 19th August:  Picked up at 9.45am by our tour guide Allan.  The 6 of us enjoyed a delightful 
day touring the various wineries, cheese factories and castles that had over 400 liquors to taste.  
With many boxes of wines, liquors, cheeses and relishes it was back to the caravan park for our last 
night in Stanthorpe. 
Tuesday 20th August:  Goodbyes said to the Wallace’s the  Norton’s  and  the  Martin’s  headed west 
via Goondiwindi to St George, via Hebel which is on the NSW/QLD boarder and then on to 
Lightening Ridge. 
 
In Summary:  It was great couple of weeks on the Island with great company, and exceptional 
weather which was appropriate given the  trip  was  called  ‘Magnificent Moreton  Island’. 
PS:  The Burkes made it home safely.  The problem was a head gasket and from all reports the 
vehicle is now back on the road.  Good news! 
      


