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Responsible Four Wheel Driving And Family Touring�

 
The Wangaratta 4WD Club has evolved from 
a few members in 1983, to a membership of 
over 40.   The Club is made up of individuals 
and families who are interested in responsible 
Four Wheel Driving.   There is no restriction on 
the make or type of four wheel drive vehicle, 
and there is always plenty of variety and 
camaraderie amongst members.   

Where we live: Members live all over the 
North East and beyond, including from 
Benalla, Beechworth, Glenrowan, Milawa, 
Albury, Wodonga, Wangaratta, Goorambat, 
Tatong and Melbourne. �

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive 
Club is a member of the Victorian 
Association of Four Wheel Drive 
Clubs.   

Affiliations: Members of our club are proud to 
be part of the Adopt a Hut Program and work 
with Parks Victoria to look after Top Crossing 
and Lake Cobbler huts. 
We are also affiliated with the South Coast 
Four Wheel Drive Club based at Wollongong, 

and the Four Wheel Drive Club of WA.  Current members of the respective clubs are entitled to 
Reciprocal Membership.  
. 
Membership: Single or family $65 p.a.        
 
General Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, generally at the North East Car Club 
Rooms, Tarrawingee Recreation Reserve, commencing 8.00pm.  There is no meeting in January.  
Please refer to the club calendar.                      
                                                        Visitors are always most welcome.  
                                                         
Track Torque: Newsletter Contributions may be forwarded to … 
 
Editor :   Maria Lucas           

� 5762 3620 ����0427 360 768 :    ed i to r@wangara t ta4x4c lub .org .au  

 
Editorial Deadline – Usually 1st of the month  
 
Advertising:  $65.00/yr.  Please contact the editor for further details. 
 
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editor or of 
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc. The editor reserves the right to delete any section of any article, or reject 
any article, which has been sent in for publication in the Newsletter.  
 
 
Front Cover: Near Lawn Hill (2008) 

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club          
Committee Members 

 
President David Robinson 
Vice President Rob Holden 
Secretary Anne Buchan 
Treasurer Rob Buchan 
Committee Noel Ham 
 Jim Bramich 
 David Blore 
 David Suffield 
  
Property: Craig Cheetham 
Merchandise  
Sergeant at Arms Bruce Gooday 
FWD Victoria 
Representative 

Craig Cheetham 

Editor TBA 
Trip Co-ordinator Stan Williams 
Web Site Terry Dillon 
  

WEBSITE: 
 www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au  
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First of all I wish to thank the members for their support and vote of confidence in my abilities to handle 
the new role. I would also like to thank Ron for his stewardship over the past year which has been 
commendable. 

 Amongst the departing committee members Irene has been wonderful in her role as editor and Kristin 
a very efficient secretary. Sergeant of arms Jim Bramich, has provided much light entertainment and 
has been a welcome source of new funds for the club; generally gained through the misfortune of 
others though. I’m sure Bruce will be equally as good, although I personally will be trying to avoid the 
attentions of the fine sergeant as much as possible this year. I’m sure someone will be only too 
pleased to dob not only me in but other likely offenders. Rob Buchan has very kindly agreed to stay on 
as Treasurer…….. much appreciated Rob 

I look forward to the 4x4 season ahead which shows 
promise, with several trips having been organised 
already. 

 We will be after trip leaders again this year and will 
be cajoling members to take part whenever 
possible. Please be prepared to pitch in when you 
can and remember there will always be experienced 
members on most trips, only too willing to give 
advice on conditions. 
Lets all get out and enjoy the trails in this bloody 
marvellous country we live in. 
 
Robbo.  

��
������������
������������
������������
��������������

The job as president is now handed over to David Robertson (Robbo) He has a lot of good intentions 
so it's with my suport I hope he gets at least 80% of his ideas off the ground to see the club move 
forward. As he would like to do more trips per mouth I am only a phone call away if he needs help even 
if I'm in Melbourne working . I will also try to go to the committee meeting if I'm back in time  With that 
said, I would like to be president once again one day if work permits and you would like me back  
                       
��
���������

 
RON'S CAMP COOKING 

  

Banana fritters 

Basic batter mix          120 gram self raising flour 
pinch of salt 
1/4 pint temper water [some water is very hard to get upset] 
1 good tablespoon soft butter  
1 egg white 

 
Sift flour salt  into a bowl mix soft butter and water add the water slowly till you have a sloppy batter, 
beet the egg whites till you get soft peeks add this to your batter mix just before you use the batter  
 
Peel six good bananas [over ripe or soft bananas will not work] dip into the batter mix and drop into hot oil in the 
camp oven or deep pot. Cook 'till golden brown. Put into bowl with ice cream or dust with icing or plain sugar   
can also be done with apples and pineapples 
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Meeting open 8:10pm. 

Present:  

Jim Bramich, David Jackson, Murray & Judy 
McEachern, Rob & Anne Buchan, David Blore, 
Barry Richardson, Ian Watkins, Terry Dillon, Rob 
Holden, Bruce Gooday, Ron Beurs, Barry Burns, 
David & Kris Suffield 

Apologies:  

Graham & Sue Abottomey, Alan & Vicki Davis, 
John Storey & Jenny Micheli, Neville & Monica 
French, Noel & Irene Ham, Craig Cheetham 

Minutes of previous meeting:  

Moved Jim Bramich, seconded Barry Richardson 

Treasurers Report:  

Verbal report by Rob Buchan, audit completed.  
Moved Stan Williams, seconded David Robinson. 

President's report: 

Ron thanked the outgoing committee and all members of the club for their support throughout the year.  
He, Irene & Kris will all be standing down this year. 

General Business 

� Fees 2009-2010: Expense breakdown provided.  4x4 vic fees have increased by 
$12.70/member.  Committee proposed that fees increase to $80.  Moved Stan, seconded 
Robbo.  Motion passed with 3 opposed. 

 
� AGM: Committee has proposed to move the AGM date, as most members are away, and 4x4 

Vic have changed their fee structure to meet the financial year.  Discussed with those present, 
and proposed that the AGM be changed to May.  Moved Stan, seconded Robbo, no opposition. 

 
� Awards: 

•  Gear jammer: awarded to Robbo, incidents including hitting roos, clutch, tyres, bash plates, 
nearly running over a person, numerous dints and pieces falling off vehicle.   

 
•  Sergeant of Arms: Attempted to award to David J who declined as often away, David S 

who declined as he had a turn last year, Stan who also declined as he had a turn the year 
before!  Award finally accepted by Bruce G. 

 
� Murray asked if the general club members if committee members should be excluded from the 

valuable club member award.  Group commented that committee members do take on a big 
commitment, and that their extra duties weren’t counted in the criteria count anyway.  Award left 
as is. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS 
 

02 6021 2477 
pleasmith@arb.com.au 
See Peter, Nathan, Damian or Mick 
476 Hume Street Albury (Next to Hungry Jack’s) 
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Election of Office Bearers conducted by Kurt: 

Position Nominee Moved Seconded 
President David Robinson Stan Williams David Suffield 
Vice President Rob Holden David Blore Ron Beurs 
Secretary Anne Buchan Terry Dillon Stan Williams 
Treasurer Rob Buchan David Robinson Terry Dillon 
Editor Maria Lucas   
FWD Vic Rep Craig Cheetham   
Trip Co-ordinator Stan Williams   
Property Officer Craig Cheetham   
Web Terry Dillon   
General Committee David Blore   
 Stan Williams   
 Jim Bramich   
 David Jackson   

 
Sergeant at Arms: Jim Bramich. 
 

Meeting finished at 8:45 p.m. and was followed by the General Meeting. 
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Meeting opened 8:05pm. 

Present: 

Jim Bramich, David Jackson, Murray & Judy 
McEachern, Rob & Anne Buchan, David Blore, 
Barry Richardson, Ian Watkins, Terry Dillon, Rob 
Holden, Bruce Gooday, Ron Beurs, Barry Burns, 
David & Kris Suffield  

Apologies: 

Graham & Sue Abottomey, Alan & Vicki Davis, 
John Storey & Jenny Micheli, Neville & Monica 
French, Noel & Irene Ham, Craig Cheetham 

Minutes of previous meeting: 

Moved David J, seconded Ron that minutes be 
accepted 

Treasurers Report: 

Verbal report by Rob moved Jim, seconded Stan 

 

Correspondence In 

Email: 4x4 vic: nominations for 4x4vic board, Oxfam xmas tree deliveries Dec 12-13, expressions of 
interest for cup w/e camp host to be in by Aug 28, Mt Skene Rd closure for winter, admin fees for 
training services. 

PO box: Newsletters: Cross country jeep club July & Aug, ARB, 4x4 WA, Eureka Echo, 4x4 Alb-Wod & 
Trackwatch, Nissan, Vic High Country Huts June; Vic HC Huts invitation to participate in alpine parks 
management planning; Parks Vic same with input through a website; WAW statement; Advertising: 
Roofrack Trader, Macfarlane generators, Toyota LC club, Willowglen 4x4 challenge.  Invitation to 

14 Rowan Street 
Wangaratta VIC 3677 

P: (03)5722 4622 
F: (03)5722 4633 

  
30% Off All Macpac Products  
Hurry While Stock Lasts 

  
Check Out These 4WD Club Specials! 

  
Coleman Hot Water On Demand Package 

(with Carry bag and Spray Adaptor) 
RRP: $349  NOW: $320  

 
 
VMS Multifunction Navigation & Car PC System 
$2700 (not including installation)  
 
 
Visit Our Website & Shop Online! 
www.adventurecampingandfishing.com.au 
sales@adventurecampingandfishing.com.au 
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attend a day in the gardens Sun Nov 8th, and invitation to attend Wang. Ag. Society show for club 
promotion. 

Ron: FWD Vic memo regarding motions moved at meeting, including fee increase. 

Correspondence Out 

Email to Craig re MVO tracks as requested and 
email regarding Mt Skene road closure 

Business Arising 

Publication of picture in Trackwatch with tractor 
and chainsaw.  Bethne has sent a letter of 
complaint to FWD Vic and a safety consultant 
  

General Business: 

� Chainsaw training: still awaiting 
confirmation that the course is certified.  
At this stage tentatively booked for Sept 
27th & Oct 4th.  There is the possibility 
that members can join in the session run 
by the King Valley Learning Exchange to 
be run late Aug/early Sept.  Any 
interested people contact Kris. 

� Fire recovery: a tentative date set in Oct with possible up to 40 cars coming from ACT & NSW 
clubs. 

� Wang show: site booked for display.  Needs an organiser. 
� First aid: 4x4vic have course available.  Robbo to see The Centre in Wang if they have a 

course.  David J hasn’t talked to his contact yet. 
� Raffle: 20 books ordered, delivery next week.  1st prize car.  All tickets sold funds us. Look into 

having stand up the street to sell tickets - enough members in outer areas so not warranted. 
� Canberra club offering combined trip to Tom Groggin/Davies Plain. 
� Werribee club combined trip with Jim: Cup w/e, in via Hotham, Dargo Rd.  Family orientated 

group, but do have fun also.  Vans welcome, base camp at Talbotville. 
� Stan: new positions: has taken on trip co-ordinator.  List of suggested trips and lengths 

handed out.  Add your name to a trip and return to any committee member.  Also has proposed 
meeting venues. 

� Web page:  Preview wangaratta4x4club/new.org.au   Coming along.  Has members only 
section, database, new committee will be added soon, includes mailing lists.  Will bring a 
computer to give everyone a run down once up and running. 

� Welcome new member Ian Watkins. 

Trip Calendar:  

� Snow trip 16th Aug, Rob 
Holden: Mt Sarah via 
Buckland Valley, Selwyn 
Ck Rd, tea tree range.  
Not a late day. 

� City west 21-24th Aug, 
Rob Holden: Buckland 
valley snow trip. 

� Hattah & big desert, 31st 
Aug +, Terry Dillon. 

� Committee meeting 25th 
Aug 

� Sept: 4x4 show, 
Simpson/Alice, Bellarine 
club trip with Craig 25-
27th. 
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Trip Reports: 

No club trips. 

Murray: 3 weeks Mt Isa with Winnebagos!  Dubbo, Thargomindah, Innamincka, Cordillo Downs, 
Birdsville, Mt Isa, Blacktop, Longreach, Emerald, 
Carnarvon Gorge, Walgett.  Headwind in dust storm 
melted mudflap on truck working hard!  Lots of 
bitchumen.  Recommends hall of fame, Qantas 
museum.  Was going to fly over Eyre from Birdsville, 
decided $650/head for 3 hour flight was a little pricey! 

Bruce: Three weeks North NSW coast.  Tidy parks, 
well maintained camps.  All blue skies, highly 
recommended. 

Stan & Bethne: Top crossing.  Rivers up, clean.  Hut 
in good condition. 

Sargent of Arms:  

Nil 

Meeting Closed 9:50pm. 

INVITATION TO SPONSORS 

 
We would love to see some of our 
sponsors on our trips.  Please 
checkout the trips on the calendar 
and see if any might suit you.  All 
you need to do is to give the 
contact person a call. 
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Please get all information for the August newsletter to the Editor by 28th September 
 
At the AGM no editor was elected. Since then Maria Lucas has kindly agreed to be the editor. Thank 
you Maria. A special thanks to Irene Ham for the tireless job she did as editor in the past. 
 

Email editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au 

Phone 5766 2205  
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For each membership we have the following outgoing expenses 
FWD VIC $40.00  (membership and insurance costs) 

� Club Costs: approx $30.00 for : 
� Newsletter:  Printing and postage to some members, prospective members and other clubs 
� Monthly Hall Hire 
� PO Box Hire 
� Website Fees 
� Trophy sign writing 
� Annual Incorporation Fees 
� Audit Costs 
� Bank Fees 
� VHCHA Membership 
� Other costs including Purchase of Equipment for members’ use 

���%���%���%���%�����
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The club has a number of trophies and awards normally presented once a year at the AGM 

� GEAR JAMMER Trophy – presented by the committee to the unfortunate person with the most 
vehicle damage for the year (not a trophy we strive for) 

� OBSERVATION Trophy – presented to the winning family of the annual observation trial. 

     The winner of this award runs the observation rally in the following year – hence the jovial 
saying amongst club members – “I’m the real winner – I came second!” 

� SERGEANT AT ARMS – An award presented by the previous holder of this award to a lively, 
active club member.  The winner of this award is charged with the responsibility of collecting 
humorous details of any faux pas committed by members. Fine money is used for worthwhile 
club activities. 

� MOST VALUABLE MEMBER trophy is presented at the Annual Dinner in May to the person 
who has gained the most points throughout the year.  

o 1 point for attending a meeting, trip or club event (not including committee meetings) 
o 2 points for leading a trip  

     A committee member keeps a tally of these points throughout the year. 



���� ���� ����������	
����������	
����������	
����������	
�

�������		����������������������������� ���	�
�������� �������

��������	���������	���������	���������	�!!!!�������&��������&��������&��������&�'��
��'��
��'��
��'��
������
The following excerpts have been extracted from the Austen Health web site. For full current 
information go to http://www.austin.org.au/Page.aspx?ID=534 
 
If you have previously had a serious allergic or anaphylactic reaction to an ant bite or bee 
sting you should consult your doctor about the need for you to carry adrenaline for use in the 
event of a bite. 
If you have been bitten inside the mouth or throat ring 000 for an ambulance 

�
���
���
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If you have been bitten by an ant and have previously had a serious allergic 
or anaphylactic reaction to an ant bite you should follow these steps: 

� Ring 000 for an ambulance 
� Administer your adrenaline if you have been instructed to use it in 

this situation 
� Avoid movement as much as possible 
� Wait for the ambulance 

If you have been bitten by an ant and have NOT previously had a serious 
reaction to ant bite you should follow these steps: 

� Wash the bitten area with soap and water 
� Apply a cold pack to the area to relieve pain and swelling 
� If there is persistent or severe swelling and/or itching, take 

antihistamine tablets for 1-3 days 

� Antihistamines are available from pharmacies without a prescription. 
The pharmacist will be able to recommend one suitable for you. 

� Even if you have never been bitten by an ant before, watch for the 
following symptoms, they may indicate a serious allergic or 
anaphylactic reaction, which requires urgent medical attention: 

o red blotches on the skin or an itchy rash over the body 
o swelling in parts of the body away from the stung area, 

especially the lips and around the eyes 
o feeling faint, light-headed or dizzy 
o breathing difficulties such as wheeze or shortness of breath 
o chest tightness 

Dangerous ants in Victoria: 
� Jumper or Jack Jumper Ant (Myrmecia pilosula)  
� Bull or Bulldog Ant (Myrmecia pyriformis) 
� Green-head Ant (Rhytidopenera metallica) 
�  "Blue Ant " (Diamma bicolor) (this is actually a type of wasp). 

��������������������

If you have been stung by a bee and have previously had a serious allergic or anaphylactic reaction to 
a bee sting you should follow these steps: 

� Remove the sting from the skin AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
� Ring 000 for an ambulance 
� Administer your adrenaline if you have been instructed to use it in this situation 
� Avoid movement as much as possible 
� Wait for the ambulance 
� If an adult has been stung more than 10 times, or a child more than 5 times, in a single incident, 

they should be taken to hospital. 

If you have been stung by a bee (but less than 10 stings in an adult and less than 5 stings in a child) 
and have NOT previously had a serious reaction to bee sting you should follow these steps: 

Figure 3 - Jack Jumper Ant 

Figure 1 - Bulldog Ant 

Figure 2 - Greenhead Ant 

Figure 4 - Blue 'Ant' 
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� Remove the sting from the skin AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
� Wash the stung area with soap and water 
� Apply a cold pack to the area to relieve pain and swelling 
� In most cases this will be the only treatment required, some people may have swelling that 

persists for a couple of days 
� If there is persistent or severe swelling and/or itching, take antihistamine tablets for 1-3 days. 

Antihistamines are available from pharmacies without a prescription. The pharmacist will be 
able to recommend one suitable for you. 

� Even if you have never been stung by a bee before, watch for the following symptoms, they 
may indicate a serious allergic or anaphylactic reaction, which requires urgent medical 
attention: 

o Red blotches on the skin or an itchy rash over the body 
o Swelling in parts of the body away from the stung area, especially the lips and around the 

eyes 
o Feeling faint, light-headed or dizzy 
o Breathing difficulties such as wheeze or shortness of breath 
o Chest tightness. 

Bees in Victoria 

� European Honey Bee (Apis mellifera) stings are the cause of major 
problems 

� Native Australian Bee stings only occasionally need medical attention. 

 Avoiding Bee Stings 

� Avoid wearing bright clothes, especially on sunny days when bees are most active 
� Don’t wear perfume as it may attract bees 
� Remove clover from lawns as it attracts bees. 

 ���%����� ���%����� ���%����� ���%���������

A number of species of caterpillars can cause painful, itchy and inflamed skin reactions when hairs 
they shed become embedded in the victim’s skin. Often the hairs are brittle and break away above the 
skin surface. These hairs can cause eye injury if they get into the eye. 

First Aid 
� Decontamination: 

o Remove hairs with tweezers or by applying and removing adhesive tape to the area. 
o Seek medical attention immediately if there is stinging in the eye(s). 

� Treatment: 
o Apply a cold pack to the area for relief of burning, pain and itching. 
o Antihistamine medication or cortisone cream may be needed for persistent symptoms 

(ask your pharmacist or doctor). 
o Seek medical attention immediately if there are caterpillar hairs in the eye(s). 

(��)���(��)���(��)���(��)�������

Leeches cause unwarranted fear in many people. When they latch onto skin, their bite is almost 
painless. They introduce an anticoagulant so that they can feed on the victim’s blood. When the leech 
becomes grossly swollen it falls off. The symptoms from leech bite that may warrant medical attention 
are infected bite site and leech allergy. 

First Aid 
� Removal of the leech: 

o Salt, salt water or vinegar will cause an actively sucking leech to vomit and fall off. A 
leech will usually fall off after 20 minutes of attachment without any treatment. 

o DO NOT pull the leech off as the skin may be torn and ulceration may follow or parts of 
the jaw may remain and set up infection. Applying heat to the leech (e.g. applying a hot 
coal or lit cigarette) may result in burns to the patient so is not recommended. 

Figure 5 - Australian 
Honey Bee 
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� Treatment: 
o Wash with soap and water 
o Apply a cold pack if there is significant pain or swelling 
o Apply pressure if there is bleeding from the bite 
o Seek medical attention if the area becomes infected or if a wound or ulcer develops. 

Even if you have never been bitten by a leech before, watch for the following symptoms, they may 
indicate a serious allergic or anaphylactic reaction, which requires urgent medical attention: 

� Red blotches on the skin or an itchy rash over the body 
� Swelling in parts of the body away from the bitten area, especially the lips and around the eyes 
� Feeling faint, light-headed or dizzy 
� Breathing difficulties: wheeze, shortness of breath, chest tightness. 

'
*������'
*������'
*������'
*����������

Do not wash the bite. 

After the pressure bandage is in place mark the bite position.  

The most effective first aid for snakebite is the pressure-immobilisation technique. The principle is to 
minimise the movement of the venom around the body until the victim is in a hospital by applying a firm 
bandage (or suitable alternative) to the bitten area and limb, and to immobilise the victim. When 
applied properly, this method can trap the venom in the bitten area for many hours. The victim might 
not suffer any effects of the venom until the compression is released, which is done in hospital where 
antivenom can be administered if required. 

Bites to the leg 

� Apply a broad pressure bandage over the bite site as soon as possible (do not take off clothing, 
as the movement of doing so will promote the movement of venom into the blood stream). Keep 
the bitten leg still. 

� Crepe bandages are ideal, but any flexible material may be used. Clothing, towels etc. may be 
torn into strips. Panty hose have been successfully used. 

� The bandage should be as tight as you would apply to a sprained ankle. 
� Note: Bandage upwards from the lower portion of the bitten leg. Even though a little venom is 

squeezed upwards the bandage will be far more comfortable, and therefore can be left in place 
for longer if required 

� Extend the bandage as high as possible up the leg 

� Apply a splint to the leg.  Any rigid object may be used as a splint. e.g. spade, piece of wood or 
tree branch, rolled up newspapers etc 

� Bind the splint firmly to as much of the leg as possible 

Bites to Hand or Forearm 

� Bind to elbow with bandages 

� Use splint to elbow 

� Use a sling 

� Immobilise the patient 

Bites to the Trunk Area 

If possible apply firm pressure over the bitten area. Do not restrict chest movement. 

Bites to Neck or Head 

� No first aid for bitten area. 
� After the compression bandage is in place: 
� Bring transport to the victim 
� Keep the victim still 
� Leave bandages in place until the victim has reached a medical facility. 
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� If the bandages and splint have been applied correctly, they will be comfortable and may be left 
on for several hours. They should not be taken off until the patient has reached medical care. 

� The doctor will decide when to remove the bandages. If venom has been injected it may move 
into the blood stream very quickly when the bandages are removed. The doctor should leave 
them in position until he or she has assembled appropriate antivenom and drugs that may have 
to be used when the dressings and splint are removed. 

� The bandages can always be quickly re-applied if deterioration occurs, and left on until urgent 
additional antivenom therapy has been effective. 

� (Pressure immobilisation information reproduced with the kind permission of the Australian 
Venom Research Unit .) 
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Email re-directs have been set up for a number of committee positions 
 
President David Robinson president@wangaratta4x4club.org.au 
Vice President Rob Holden vicepresident@wangaratta4x4club.org.au 
Treasurer Rob Buchan treasurer@wangaratta4x4club.org.au 
Secretary Anne Buchan secretary@wangaratta4x4club.org.au 
Property Craig Cheetham property@wangaratta4x4club.org.au 
Trip Co-ordinator Stan Williams trips@wangaratta4x4club.org.au 
Web Site Terry Dillon webmaster@wangaratta4x4club.org.au 
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Please let our Trip Co-ordinator, Stan Williams, know if you 
are interested in leading a trip.  There are many experienced 
club members who are more than willing to assist you with 
some planning, and to assist you on the day, if you would 
like. 

 
 
 
 

Huts of the  
High Plains 

Welford NP Qld 2008 
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The Wangaratta 4x4 Club website is undergoing a change, some of the changes will be easily seen 
while many are behind-the-scenes. The new public face is now in operation and can be seen at 
http://www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au.  
 
The logo used is temporary until we can find the original artwork. On the navigation bar you will notice 
that there is a Members option which, if you move your mouse over it, will tell you it is Not yet 
available. A prototype is actually there behind the scenes but requires quite a few decisions from our 
new committee and quite a bit of additional work. 

 
Under Contacts and Memberships are two forms which direct enquiries to the appropriate person to 
handle them. Our new committee is listed under Contacts and the Calendar is more up-to-date. 
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To access the Members' Area you will be required to login 
using both a Login Name and Password which will be 
forwarded to you when the area is ready.  

Trips 

In this area will be a number of sub-areas such as Trips 
(General requirements, Code of Ethics, a form to propose or 
request a trip, information for trip leaders, another form to 
register interest in a registered trip and a page where you can 
download all forms relating to trips – yes! Administrivia is 
catching up with us) 

Members List 

You can view a list of Members and their contact details 

Newsletters 

Download the latest or past newsletter 

Other 

There will also be an area for general information covering topics such as radio, GPS, links to useful 
sites. If you have suggestions for topics you would like to see on our website send your suggestion to 
webmaster@wangaratta4x4club.org.au  or go to the website http://wangaratta4x4club.org.au/contact_form.htm 
and fill in the form. 

Forums 

Also under trial is a forums area. We have not even decided whether it is a good idea. This area may 
or may not eventuate. Over the next month the committee will get to test this area and evaluate its 
usefulness to the club. For those of you not familiar with forums you can register to join the forums and, 
once registered, post questions and answers as well as starting discussions. 

Database 

A database of members has also been created. In the initial stages we 
will have an Access database of our members which will be 
maintained by one person (currently the web master) and distributed 
to the committee.  

This tracks Memberships – members, vehicles, positions and 
qualifications as well as generating export data for the web database 
and for FWD Vic. 

It will also be used to maintain the mailing lists we use. 
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Mailing Lists 

In an effort to keep costs down (we are fighting a losing battle) your newsletter will be emailed to you 
using a mailing list on our website, 

Contact 

Contact the webmaster at webmaster@wangaratta4x4club.org.au 
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VICTORIAN HIGH COUNTRY HUTS ASSOCIATION CALENDAR 2010 
 
As members of VHCHA we were offered a special pre-publication offer of the 2010 Calendar, which 
this year contains photographs of a the huts along the Alpine Drive 
 

Fitzgeralds, Wallaces, Cope, McNamaras, CRB BoggyCreek, Horsehair, CRB 
Dinner Plain, JB Plain, Wire Plain, Derrick, Rover Scout Chalet, and Pretty 
Valley 
 
Orders were taken at the last meeting & at the AGM. A few spare were ordered for who were not able 
to attend. These will probably be all gone by the time this newsletter is distributed but you can order 
them on the VHCHA website. 
 
Check VHCHA website: http://www.vhcha.org.au/index.html 
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Barry Richardson 4th 

Karen Doughty 6th 

Terry Dillon 6th 

Rebecca Beurs 9th 

Stephanie Holden 19th 

Chris Jackson 20th 

David Suffield 21st 

Helen McEachem 21st 

Bryn Goudie 24th 

Jane Holden 24
th
 

John Storey 25th 

Jason Triffin 29th 

 
There are two "Double Bungers" this month on the 6th & 24th 
but no significant birthdays recorded. September has the most 
birthdays of any month (12). Why is this so? (This is a 
rhetorical question but a Cherry Ripe will be awarded to the 
best answer). 

Please let the Editor know if you wish to include a birthday, special event, or get well wish in the 
newsletter. (Email: editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au) 
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July 25th 2009 

Lake Eyre was all the news: waterbirds in 
their 1000s; the first fill in ten years; planes 
buzzing over it and causing traffic control 
problems according to Auntie ABC. We 
had to see it! And anyway Victoria was wet 
and cold and the swine flu epicentre of the 
universe. Off we went in early June. 

We pulled into the Green Lake bush 
reserve [near Sea Lake] for the first night; 
a great camping spot and a big surprise. 
The Lake is full. The locals appear to have 
done a deal with a local pipeline authority 
that filled the lake in exchange for using 
part of the reserve for their pumping works.  

All the Mallee birds were back , wildflowers 
were starting to come out in the scrub– the 
place is alive again and  the great Mallee 

 

wheat fields  round about were starting to show a fuzz of green as the new wheat shoots sprouted. 
Hmmm …how good is that! 

Minor problem next day as we headed off for Pinnaroo. Terry realized he had forgotten to get the 
30,000Km service done on the Nissan [What? You’re joking!!!..expletives] and his new, super -duper 
phone didn’t work! Hmmm..not so good!  Luckily my old clunker of a phone was up to phoning around 
to find the nearest Nissan service centre in Paringa, who did the service but thought the turbo charger 
may have been spraying oil so they advised us to take it to the BIG Nissan service centre in Berri. A 
day wasted until  we finally headed off for Burra hoping the rest of the trip was going to be OK.  

Things improved as it got warmer and the wide open red deserts, saltbush and the purple spine of the 
Flinders Ranges swallowed us up as we sped past Hawker, and up to Leigh Creek where we over-

nighted just outside the town at their very 
trendy roadside camp spot. It was only a 
short drive from there to the Oasis caravan 
park in Marree, our camping headquarters 
for the visit to the southern track into Lake 
Eyre.   

For those who love “outback colour” , the 
Oasis is a “must visit”. It wouldn’t make the 
“Big Four” criteria, but who cares? It’s all 
1950s green paint, corrugated iron and 
mulga trees but the old amenities block 
and laundry work and in season, you need 
to be there by lunch time or to have 
booked ahead as it’s packed. The 
manager, a local identity, can help you with 
any information you need about the district 
and track conditions. A good pub with new 
cabins and another caravan park [The 
Drovers Rest] on the outskirts of town give 
travellers other options. 

� Canvas Creations of all types 
�Retail saddlery 
�Full repair service 
2/165 Mount Buller Rd. Mansfield Vic 3722 
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Although we were warned the sand track into Lake Eyre was rough, we found it unbelievably good. 
The next day when we set off to see the lakes. The track runs in through Muloorina  station and is well 
graded up to the homestead turn off  about 50 km in.  From there it follows the edge of Lake Eyre 
South for about 40 km, but it’s a good sand track with just a few spots with corrugations and one or two 
patches of bulldust.  

Lake Eyre South didn’t fill this year; both  Warburton Creek and Coopers Creek have to be running for 
Lake Eyre North to fill and then overflow into the southern lake. Still, the drive along the lakeside was 
interesting for the wildflowers [100s of them] and the glittering salty surface of the dry lake bed. We 
stopped and wandered round, walked on the lake and had a cuppa!  By lunchtime we arrived at the 
edge of Lake Eyre North. This area is a protected national park and the change in the ungrazed 
vegetation is very noticeable-lots of flowering bushes, wild flowers and a few low mallee trees. About 
20 cars were in the car park and lots of people were walking out on the lake. Yes, the water didn’t quite 
fill the whole of Lake Eyre North so this section was also dry but it was a great day of desert 
landscapes, dry lake beds and driving! 

Our best find was the lovely Muloorina station 
waterhole campsite. It’s just past the turn off to the 
homestead and has new drop toilets, tables and 
seats and plenty of great camping spots round  the 
spring-fed waterhole. Shelter trees are plenty and 
a bird watching hide is also provided. At $8 a night 
it’s a bargain. We packed up the Jayco the next 
morning and shifted camp to the waterhole. In dry 
weather you can pull a camper trailer or even a 
small van into this campsite. I managed to book a 
flight over the lakes and saw the water at last…lots 
of brown waves, brown and white salty patterns 
where it had dried, misty bits and green-sided 
straggly creeks that had been flowing recently and 
ours was the only plane in the air!   

We cut short our trip [we had intended to continue onto Darwin and Kakadu] as a phone call told us 
Terry’s dad was unwell, but we returned home through Leigh Creek, then along the  Peterborough to 
Broken Hill road, taking  two extra  days to travel up to Mutawintji National Park – 120 km north of 
Broken Hill. What a park! Animals all along the road in at dusk; goats, kangaroo, wallaby, cattle & 
sheep. Great walks and scenery. Must go back! Soon! 

Meg Dillon for the travelling Dillons (alias The Grey Gypsies) 
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Trip leader - Rob ,Louise and Charlotte Holden 

 

Standard- Medium with snow driving 
 

Details- Meet at Post Office on the Great Alpine Rd in Myrtleford at 9.00am. 
             
Via Buckland Valley Rd , Selwyn Creek Rd and Tea Tree Range Rd will get to the helicopter pad at Mt 
Sarah for Lunch and play in the snow.          
May include some detours on the way home. 
I need to be home by 4.30pm at the latest so I will be travelling accordingly throughout the day. 
 

Equipment- Basic recovery gear, good all terrain tyres, air compressor or snow chains if you have 
them, food and snow gear. 

 
Fuel- Full tank. 
If you are interested in coming give Rob a call 
 

       ���� 57 282 938 AH ����0417 428900 BH or   jho77520@bigpond.net.au   
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Trip Leaders -Leigh Woodberry (CityWest Club), Rob Holden and Ron Beurs. 
 

Standard- Easy to Hard 
 

Details-Meet at AH Youngs Campground 6kms past the bridge on the Buckland Valley Rd at 9.30am 
on Saturday for a day trip to Mt Sarah. 
The CityWest club have invited members of Wangaratta 4x4 club to camp with them for the weekend if 
anyone is keen.        
There will be day trips during the weekend.  
 

Equipment- Full recovery gear, good all-terrain or mud tyres , snow gear. 
 

Fuel- Full tank and extra of you plan to drive all weekend. 
  

If you are interested give me a call asap to let CityWest know numbers, 
 

 ��	
  

���� 57 282 938 AH ����0417 428900 BH or   jho77520@bigpond.net.au                                    

��������	
�

Various Trips: 
Easy – 
Medium 
  

Medium 
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Sat Oct 3 to Sun Oct 11 
Trip Leader:  Terry Dillon    
 
Standard:  Easy  (some sand driving) 
 
Details Includes time for bird watching, photography & painting. 
Visit:  Kinchega, Mutawintji, Sturt & Mungo national parks and, optionally the Strezlecki Track.  
 
Guided tour may also be organised, depending on availability to tour rock art at Mutawintji 
 
More details when itinerary is drawn up. 
 
If you are interested give Terry a call.   

���� 57626558 ����0419 343 129 terry.dillon@teedee.com.au 

    
 
 

Central Australia Trip 
17 Sep to 4 Oct 2009 17 days 
Trip leaders:  Stan Williams 0428 627 773 and Bruce Gooday 0409 071 330 
 
Because of the overwhelming response we have had to split up into two groups leaving on the same 
days but at different times. Between Innamincka and Dalhousie, depending on the condition of the 
tracks, we may travel in even smaller groups during the day, to combat the dust, but will camp together 
each night.  Smaller groups provide much more comfortable travelling and are easier to manage, 
camping will be all together.  Two smaller groups are much easier to manage so I trust you will 
understand.  Here is the plan so far:  
 
Start Thursday 17 September 2009 Tocumwal Bakery  
 
Group 1   Depart Tocumwal at 0830 
Group 2   Depart Tocumwal at 0930 
 
Contact Stan or Bruce for further details on itinerary/requirements. 

 

Chainsaw Training 
Moyhu area 
TBC 
Possibly 27th Sept/ 4th Oct 
 
Organiser:   Kris and David Suffield 
 
Details:  
This training is able to be provided to members at a substantially reduced cost, due to the grant 
received by our club for our Fire Recovery Efforts. 
 
Final details are being organised at present. 
Please register your interest to Kris or David 

 
 
Future trips/events:  See club calendar (next page).  Also…  
            

Easy 
Campers OK 
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October/Nov:  Trip  led by Neville French (more details next newsletter – was to be this newsletter but 
not received in time) 
 
November: Melbourne Cup W’end: Combined trip led by Jim Bramich ( more details next newsletter) 

December 12th/13th   Combined trip to Tom Groggin Area – base camp led by ACT clubs with 
invitation to our landowner friends from Mudgegonga 

 

 
 

CLUB CALENDAR  

 

Date What Ratings/Comments Trip Leader/Contact 

������������������������������������ 

4th – 6th National 4WD Show Melbourne 
Showgrounds 

FYI 

Tues 8th General Meeting  Tarrawingee Reserve 8pm 
Sept 17th  to 
Oct 4th 

Simpson Desert/Alice 
Springs 

Family Trip  (now 2 trips 
due to numbers) 

Stan Williams 
�57628456 

Bruce Gooday  

����0409 071 330�

Sun 27th 
TBC 

Chainsaw Training Funded by Bushfire 
Recovery 

Kris and David Suffield �5727 

9535���� 0409 790643 

Fri 25th &/or 
Sun 27th 

Combined Trip with 
Bellarine Club 

Mt Buffalo Area register interest Craig 
Cheetham  
 

�	�
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3rd – 4th Fire Recovery  Combined with ACT and 
NSW 4WD clubs 

David Blore 
�57621144 

���� 0407 885 410 

Sat 3rd -11th NSW Desert National 
Parks 

Easy 
Campers Welcome 
Some sand driving 

Terry Dillon 

�57626558 ����0419 343 129 

Sun 4th TBC 
 

Chainsaw Training Funded by Bushfire 
Recovery 

Kris and David Suffield 

�5727 9535���� 0409 790643 

9th-10th   
TBC 

Wangaratta Show  Club stand for Sporting 
Expo 

 

����  
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PO Box 494   Wangaratta  3676 
www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au 
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“Responsible Four Wheel Driving And Family Touring” 
 

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club  
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