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WANGARATTA 4X4 CLUB  

 
The Wangaratta 4WD Club has evolved from a 
few members in 1983, to a membership of over 
40.   The Club is made up of individuals and 
families who are interested in responsible Four 
Wheel Driving.   There is no restriction on the 
make or type of four wheel drive vehicle, and 
there is always plenty of variety and 
camaraderie amongst members.   
 

Where we live: Members live all over the North 
East and beyond, including from Benalla, 
Beechworth, Glenrowan, Milawa, Albury, 
Wodonga, Wangaratta, Goorambat, Tatong and 
Melbourne.  
 

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club 
is a member of the Victorian 
Association of Four Wheel Drive 
Clubs.   
 

Affiliations: Members of our club are proud to 
be part of the Adopt a Hut Program and work 
with Parks Victoria to look after Top Crossing 
and Lake Cobbler huts. 
We are also affiliated with the South Coast Four 
Wheel Drive Club based at Wollongong, and 
the Four Wheel Drive Club of WA.  Current 
members of the respective clubs are entitled to 
Reciprocal Membership.  
. 
 

Membership: Single or family $80 p.a.        
 
General Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday 
of the month, generally at the North East Car 
Club Rooms, Tarrawingee Recreation Reserve, 

commencing 8.00pm.  There is no meeting in January.                
    Please refer to the club calendar.                      
                                                        Visitors are always most welcome.                                        
Track Torque: Newsletter Contributions may be forwarded to … 
 

Editor :  Maria Lucas             

 5762 3620                       :    editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au 

Editorial Deadline – Usually 1st of the month.  This is your newsletter so be a part 
of it and send any articles of interest, comments, birthdays, etc, to the editor. 
Advertising:  $80.00/yr.  Please contact the editor for further details.   

 

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editor or of 

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc. The editor reserves the right to delete any section of any article, or reject any 

article, which has been sent in for publication in the Newsletter.  

 
Front Cover: Rob and Anne Buchan Cape York
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The President’s Page 
 
This month saw a few cancellations to trips due to weather conditions, I myself, have not been on the 
road too much due to family commitments. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 4x4Vic for their 
presentation in the Benalla bowls club at the last general meeting. Apart from the great turnout by our 
own members we were joined by some of the Shepparton 4x4 club members. We all heard what 4x4Vic 
are up to and where our subscriptions are going. The explanations of iconic trails produced some 
interesting questions from both Wangaratta and Shepparton members as details of which trails are to be 
upgraded were made more obvious. Personally, I think we should get out and enjoy as many drives we 
can in the bush because in the near future some of those iconic spots may get a bit congested. 
 

 I did manage one drive through the National Park, the weekend before its closure and I could not 
believe how many people were 
braving the near freezing conditions 
driving and camping in the snow. I 
passed by huts which I believe are 
meant for emergency use, full of kit 
with fires going in the hearths and 
no one in sight, their occupiers out 
for a drive but claiming the hut as 
their own. I wonder how friendly the 
atmosphere would be in those huts, 
if another group decided to use the 
hut for what they are intended for. 
Perhaps next year we should plan a 
trip to the snow on the eve of the 
park closure, but send an advance 
party ahead of us to bag a hut 
(seven days in advance). No I think 
not. 
 

 There are still road trips on the club calendar and after some consultation with Rob Holden our very own 
Beechworth 4x4 guide we have the possibility of some very interesting tracks in that area, they will be 
short tracks but if it‟s wet they will be very interesting and only a stone‟s throw from the bakery. 
  
The National parks are closed but there is still plenty of good drives to be had, I look forward to hearing 
where you all go during the cool winter months. 
  
Robbo 
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Rob passed away peacefully at home at 4am, 5th July 2010. 

Rob Buchan  
Today we as a club mourn the loss of a valued club member, a past president of Wangaratta 4x4 club and an 
ambassador to the sport of 4x4 driving. Rob Buchan joined the Wangaratta club in 2005 and enthusiastically 
took on the mantle of president and lately, the role of treasurer. His calm, encouraging approach to both old 
and new members was an example to us all. His fight with cancer did not stop him from participating in the 
sport he loved so much and only recently he was driving along trails in the bush. Sadly though, his nemesis 
caught up with him. I will remember him as passionate about this great country of ours. The club has lost a 
great member and friend. Our thoughts are with his family at this time.  
David Robinson (President)  

Close Friend  
To Rob:  
I count myself both fortunate and proud of our friendship. I have too many memories 
to mention but the photo of the McCarthys signed by you sits high and will remain 
high in my lounge room. The memories I have I will treasure.  
Deano (Dean Cunico)  
 
 

Good Man  
Rob, You're a good man - good men are hard to find. It's been an 
absolute pleasure knowing you - being amazed and enthralled by 
your campfire knowledge and seeing you go thru the last 12 months 
without a whinge or complaint.  
I count it a privilege to have been part of your last earthly trip - this trip 
is the big one and I know you've prepared well for it.  
God Bless  
David & Chris Jackson  
 
 

Very Long-Time Friends  
Rob and I go way, way back - High School actually! It was so 
nice to cross paths with Rob again after so many years and to 
meet his lovely wife Anne.  
Graham and I vividly remember their first Club trip which was 
with us to the Simpson Desert in July 2005 and the fun times 
we had - a great introduction to many more trips. We were 
amazed that Rob and Anne did the whole trip without a car fridge or esky 

Rob has been a great friend and asset to the Club and will be greatly missed by all.  
Sue Abotomey  

Welcoming  
Very sad news. Rob was President when I attended my first Club meeting as a 
visitor, and his positive approach and demeanor was instrumental in my joining. He 
and Anne conveyed a warm and friendly welcome and clearly enjoyed their travelling 
in our great country and sharing that enjoyment by supporting the club and its 
activities. He will be greatly missed even by those like myself who didn't have much 
time to get to know him well.  
David & Kaye Blore  
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Warm and Vibrant  
It was with great sadness I learnt of the death of Rob Buchan who passed away early Tuesday morning after 
a long battle with cancer. I met Rob and Anne Buchan when I was introduced to Wangaratta 4x4 club. Rob 
was the first to congratulate me on my family's decision to join the 4x4 club and I remember him as warm 
vibrant and enthusiastic about the sport of 4x4 driving. He was the type of bloke you could immediately 
associate with, such was the manner of his approach.  
I listened with interest to his experiences driving through this country, I now call my home. During my 
presidency of the club he has given me support and advice in many areas and I will miss his calm quiet 
words. My thoughts are with his family.  
Robbo  

Rob’s Last Trip  
Rob was not daunted when told he had a few months to get 
things in order. A positive approach and planning was required. 
So treatment was organised and trips were planned. Friends and 
other commitments were not forgotten. He had promised a friend 
to assist with an OHS plan; that was completed.  
After a trip overseas it was time to return to one of his favourite 
spots in the Flinders Ranges, Chambers Gorge  
David Jackson lead the trip and I was privileged to accompany 

them. Meg & I had benefited from Rob 
& Anne‟s experience and friendship on 
a trip to the Gulf a few years ago, a trip 
that will live on in our memories as one 
of our all-time memorable trips.  
This trip began with heavy rain each 
night for the first four nights of the trip. Fortunately the days were warmish with some 
wind so that the tents dried out after we put them up each evening. While the rain 
was about the nights were almost warm but when the rains stopped the nights 

cooled significantly.  
On arrival Bunyeroo Gorge was awash with the main road into the gorge at times 
an axle deep creek. This was a very different Flinders Ranges from what you 
normally see. The Flinders was sad but Rob was as ever positive and thoroughly 
enjoying the experience. Up early next morning we were greeted with bacon eggs 
& tomatoes and we were soon off via Brachina Gorge and Blinman to Chambers 

Gorge.  
Brachina, like Bunyeroo was awash but the 
water was starting to subside.  The previous 
night did rain but not a lot. The weather was 
looking up.  
We headed into Blinman and out to Angorichina for fuel. The roads were 
damaged badly by the flash flooding. After fuelling the car it was off to 
Chambers Gorge with a stop for a bit of rock climbing at The Wall.  
Meg & I have been to the Flinders many times but have not visited 

Chambers Gorge & I can now understand what Rob likes about it. It is remote, by a watercourse (we camped 
well above it) with stunning views of the hills, especially at sunset (the sun was poking its head out a bit now) 
and up the gorge was quite a bit of rock art.  
We stayed a few nights at the gorge, viewing the rock art and visting Arkaroola for a very welcome shower.  
The homeward trek was via Burra where we stayed at the Redbanks National Park. 
The park has recently been given a make-over; it is a very pleasant spot. As it was 
Rob‟s birthday (well! a few days before...umm) AND his 60th, a couple of „fairies‟ 
appeared from back of one of the trucks and granted Rob a wish; it was probably 

for the fairies to 
nick off so he 
could get on with 
the trip.  
Terry Dillon 
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Editor’s Note 
 
I have been a member of the Wangaratta 4wd club for about 4 years now. I can remember being introduced 
to the club by one of our long standing members and the one thing that stood out in my mind was the kind 
and warm welcome our family received from all the club members. Our family is not able to participate in 
the club trip any where near as much as we would like to due to other commitments but the kindness and 
friendliness that we experienced within the club is still there.  
 
I enjoy putting the newsletter together each month and love reading all the trip reports, as I hope everyone 
else does, but the club can only continue to be vibrant and functional  with a committee. 
 
Our treasurer, Irene Ham is no longer able to fill the position and I would, on behalf of the committee, like to 
thank Irene for her commitment to the club in taking on the position as Treasurer when the committee was 
in a time of need. Irene and Noel are valued members of the club. They have a great deal of experience 
and knowledge which they happily impart to everyone. This is not a phenomenon unique to the Hams. Our 
members, in my experience, are generous in sharing their knowledge and experiences.   
 
The position of treasurer is important to any club and in fact we cannot continue without having this position 
filled. The committee is calling on club members to volunteer for the position. This is the time for people to 
put their hand up and help out at a committee level.  
 
If you are interested, or know of someone who is, please let one of the committee members know or 
forward a reply to the editor. 
 
As treasurer you will be responsible for: 
 
Maintaining accurate records of the financial affairs of the club 
Report the months transactions to the committee and/or general meeting 
To issue invoices regarding collection of monies 
To pay accounts of the club 
To prepare an annual budget for the coming year  
To report on the club finances at the AGM  
 

Emailing/Correspondence 
 
Please use the generic email addresses when sending information to committee members. This will 
ensure the person in the position at the time will receive the email. 
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Member’s Page 
 

 
 

Motor Vehicle Accident Insurance 
 
At our recent club meeting in Benalla I thought I heard Russell Sturzaker (CEO 4WDV) advise members 
that a reason to switch to Affinity for vehicle insurance is that other insurers only cover vehicles while on 
gazetted roads – “read the fine print” he said.  I have read the fine print and checked that claim with my 
insurer (NRMA). 
 
The advice I received is as follows: 
The vehicle is insured anywhere in Australia provided it is being used for the purpose for which it was 
designed.  Off-road vehicles are designed to be used off road and as such are covered whether or not 
they are on a gazetted road when an accident occurs.  If I drive through a barbed wire fence on a farm, 
or roll over on my way to (or in the middle of) the Simpson Desert, I am covered. 
 
The vehicle is not covered if damage occurs in a competitive event such as a race or rally where vehicle 
damage is more than likely to occur. 
 
Vehicle recovery is a different matter.  That part of your policy covering recovery, towing, or roadside 
assistance, usually only applies to gazetted roads.  It‟s up to you to get the vehicle to a gazetted road 
before calling for assistance (very expensive from the middle of the Simpson).  But I don‟t think that was 
the context in which the advice was offered at our meeting. 
 
The bottom line is – check with your own insurer if you are in doubt. 
 
Bruce Gooday 

 

 
 

 
 

In July  

Jos VanBerlo 16th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron  Beurs 22nd 

Lauren Cheetham 20th 

Melissa French 29th 

Molly Goudie 14th 

Murray  James  12th 

Jessica Lucas 18th 

Sal McDonald 28th 

Theo Mennen 23rd 

James Thomas 3rd 

Alan Trott 29th 
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Minutes of General Meeting 

Wangaratta 4x4 Club 
8 June 2010 

The meeting was held at the Benalla Bowls Club and was chaired by President David Robinson. 
 
Present & apologies: As per attendance book. 

Eight visitors from the Goulburn Valley 4WD Club (Shepparton) attended the 
meeting. 

The meeting was addressed by Russell Sturzaker (CEO 4WDVic) and Wayne Hevey (Events 
coordinator 4WDVic). 
 
All business was held over until the next general meeting on 13th July 2010. 
 
Meeting closed at 9.45pm 
 

GENERAL MEETING 13th JULY  
Please note that Craig will have a short video presentation on the use of the Sat phone and PLB 
together with a display of most of the clubs gear and he will go through the correct procedure 
when borrowing and returning items. 
 

Committee Meeting Rap 22/6/2010 
The committee met on 22 June 2010 and decided to once again participate in the Wangaratta 
Community Raffle.  The club has applies for twenty books 
of ten tickets at $2.00 per ticket.  If all tickets are sold the 
club will receive $400 to put towards community activities.  
David Jackson has agreed to co-ordinate this project. 
 
The committee discussed the criteria for the award of the 
„Most Valuable Member‟ trophy and agreed that the 
current criteria is too narrow and that consideration needs 
to be given to activities which fall outside club meetings 
and trips.  One possibility discussed is for the recipient of 
the award to be selected by the Club President after taking 
into consideration objective measures such as leading and 
participating in trips and attendance at meetings, and 
subjective matters such as organisation and participation 
in other activities.  The committee will develop a proposal 
for changed criteria and in due course the matter will be 
open for discussion at a club general meeting.  Members 
who would like to contribute to a proposal for changed 
criteria are encouraged to contact Terry Dillon. 
 
Bethne Williams is now responsible for maintenance of the 
website – on his return from the Kimberlys, Terry will 
continue with structural development of the website and 
assembly of online databases. 
 
Irene Ham has resigned from the committee.  The committee expressed its appreciation for the 
contribution Irene made as Treasurer this club year.  Irene stepped up to fill the void when the position 
was left vacant following the election of office bearers.  The committee expressed its regret that Irene 
tendered her resignation. 
 
Bruce Gooday 
(Secretary) 
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Something different 

Cooper’s creek Punt 
 

The punt used to ferry traffic 
from the Birdsville Track 

across the flooded Copper 
Creek has returned to service 
for the first time in 20 years. 
Picture: Ten Network/Kelly 

Barnes Source: The 
Australian 

 
 
 

 

Never Argue with a woman 
One morning, the husband returns the boat to their 
lakeside cottage after several hours of fishing and 
decides to take a nap. 
 
Although not familiar with the lake, the wife decides 
to take the boat out. 
 She motors out a short distance, anchors, puts her 
feet up and begins to read her book.  
The peace and solitude are magnificent. Along 
comes a Fish and Game Warden in his boat.. 
  
He pulls up alongside the woman and says, 'Good 
morning, Ma'am. What are you doing?' 
  
'Reading a book,' she replies, (thinking, 'Isn't that 
obvious?') 
  
'You're in a Restricted Fishing Area,' he informs her.  
 
'I'm sorry, officer, but I'm not fishing. I'm reading.' 
 
'Yes, but I see you have all the equipment.  
For all I know you could start at any moment.  
I'll have to take you in and write you up.' 
  
'If you do that, I'll have to charge you with sexual assault,' says the woman. 
  
'But I haven't even touched you,' says the Game Warden. 
'That's true, but you have all the equipment.  
For all I know you could start at any moment.' 
  
'Have a nice day ma'am,' and he left. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS 
 

02 6021 2477 
pleasmith@arb.com.au 

See Peter, Nathan, Damian or Mick 
476 Hume Street Albury (Next to Hungry Jack’s) 

“Albury Wodonga’s Complete 4WD Equipment Centre” 
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Something different 

The aircraft is a DC6 1956 
Can you guess what it is they are loading onto the aircraft? 

It is a  5 MB Hard Disk Drive for the first IBM 'SUPER' 
computer released in September 1956. It weighed over a 
ton and stored an 'astonishing' (@ the time) 5 MB  of data. 
 
Do you appreciate being able to reach into your pocket & 
pull out your 8 GB memory stick!  

 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Track your Trip! 
 
I would like to start a “track your trip.” Many of our club members take the opportunity to get away from 
the Victorian cold and head somewhere warmer. If you are going away weather for a few months, days 
or weeks share your journey as a quick map reference so we can all see where you are and where you 
have been. Of course I would like a trip report when you get back but I thought this might be a bit of fun. 
Send me an email of where you are or where you have been to editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au
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      FOUR WHEEL DRIVE VICTORIA  

  

           Driving In A Sustainable Environment 
          For more information visit the website: www.fwdvictoria.org.au 

 
The following information has been taken from E-news and the FWD Victoria website. If you would like to 
receive a free copy of E-news, email the Fwd Vic office and ask to be placed on the email list.The June 

issue of E-News is available on the website     
E-mail: office@fwdvictoria.org.au 

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE CORRYONG AREA  
  

 Friday, 2 July 2010 
   Lower Shady Creek Track is about to become a Temporary Road Closure Track from the 2nd July to 

2nd November in the Corryong area, West of Mt Pinnibar, due to bog holes attracting the more extreme 
4WD users.  
Bog holes are close to Shady Creek and continued use will impact on water quality, re-alignment of the 
track is difficult due to the proximity of cultural heritage sites.  
It is proposed to include Lower Shady Track among the Seasonal Road Closures in future winters.  

 

Mt Skene (Jamieson – Licola Road) Road Closure  
Commencing on the 15

th 

June 2010, the Mansfield Shire Council have (as last year) gazetted the closure 

of the Jamieson – Licola Road over Mt Skene from Tuesday 15
th 

June to Thurs 28
th 

October 2010.  
The Jamieson – Licola Road (C486) is the route used by most people when accessing Mt Skene 
(1500m) however last year; the Mansfield Shire Council closed the road, due to their concerns regarding 
public safety.  
During the 2008 snow season the local police had cause on several occasions to dispatch a Police 
vehicle to recover people who having been lulled into a false sense of security by following there Sat Nav 
device had become stuck while trying to traverse this route in heavy snow conditions. In fact in one 
instance the driver of a Subaru Outback proceeded so far into deep snow that he become completely 
immobilised, rang the police for help and the officer sent to help him also become stuck. The main 
problem with this being that the driver of the Subaru spent the night in a sleeping bag which he had in 
the vehicle, the young constable was not so fortunate and spent a very cold night in his vehicle in only 
his uniform and leather jacket. Obviously Victoria Police have a duty of care towards the public, but also 

to their own members, and as manning of not 
only regional stations but all police stations 
these days is an issue, the Police in Mansfield 
along with the Mansfield Shire Council decided 
that the best way around having a repeat of 
this episode was to apply a seasonal road 
closure.  
Upon hearing of the closure last year, the 
Mansfield 4WD Club contacted Four Wheel 
Drive Victoria (FWDV) and informed us of the 
details. A phone call was made to the 
Mansfield Shire and a meeting was arranged 
between the Shire, the Inspector of Police for 
the Region, Michael Coldham (President of 
FWDV at that time) and Russell Sturzaker – 
CEO FWDV. 
 After some 2-3 hours of discussion a proposal 
was reached whereby FWDV would implement 
an MOU between FWDV and the Mansfield 
Shire which would provide access to the 
Jamieson – Licola Road during this seasonal 

road closure period based on the same guidelines that we have with Parks Victoria and our MVO Track 
Access Policy.  

http://www.vafwdc.org.au/
mailto:office@fwdvictoria.org.au
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It is therefore with great pleasure that we are able to inform all FWDV Affiliated Clubs, their members, 
and all FWDV Associate Members that after a satisfactorily run program of access during last year the 
Mansfield Shire Council have once again granted us access to Mt Skene via the Jamieson – Licola Road 
during seasonal road closure.  

This year’s closure period has been gazetted as being from Tuesday 15
th 

June to Thurs 28
th 

October 2010. Closure is from Wrens Flat (Mt Sunday Road) to the Mansfield / Wellington Shire 
Boundary, Mt Buller Road , Walkers Airstrip, Jamieson (across the bridge), Wrens‟ Flat, Wellington Shire 
Boundary, Licola, Heyfield, start / finish of snake / Edwards drive, and via Lazarini Spur track.  
The road closure will be identified by signs erected by the shire (as long as they remain in position) and 
FWDV have provided signage to assist with the identification.  
Any club or member wishing to conduct a trip on the Jamieson - Licola Road during the closure period 
need to complete the Jamieson Licola Road Access Application Form which is available on the 
FWDV Website in the Downloads Section. Then forward the completed form to the FWDV Office 7 
days prior to the trip to enable the application to be processed, and the approved form to be returned to 
them for the Trip Leader to carry in the glove box of their vehicle.  

 
Victorian High Country Huts Association 

VHCHA 
The following information has been taken from the VHCHA  website : http://www.vhcha.org.au 
This site has further information on the Victorian High country huts and activities associated with each 
area.  Our club is a member of this organisation, with Graeme Abotomey our representative. 

 

PARKS VICTORIA 
The following info was accessed from a Link to Parks Vics website: Check out this site 

for more information   http://www.parkweb.vic.gov.au 

Feel Free to Explore 
01 Jul 2010 

Parks Victoria is thrilled to declare free entry to all of Victoria's national parks. Following the Premier's 
announcement in April, every single one 
of Victoria's magnificent national parks is 
now free. This includes key attractions 
such as:  

 Wilsons Promontory National 
Park  

 Point Nepean National Park  
 Werribee Park  
 Mount Buffalo National Park  
 Baw Baw National Park  
 Mornington Peninsula National 

Park  
 Yarra Ranges (Mount Donna Buang)  
 Coolart Wetlands and Homestead  
 National Rhododendron Gardens  
 William Ricketts Sanctuary 

Now everyone can take advantage of the amazing experiences Victoria's parks have to offer, and 
enjoy the mental and physical benefits of an active outdoors lifestyle.With over 4 million hectares of 
parks in Victoria, there's plenty to do and see. From the exotic gardens of the Dandenong Ranges to 
the rugged landscape of Mount Buffalo National park, we look forward to welcoming more and more 
visitors into Victoria's parks. 

 
 

http://www.vhcha.org.au/
http://www.parkweb.vic.gov.au/
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TIP TO TOP 
 
Rob and Anne went on a trip to Cape York at very short 
notice. Sorry none of you had the offer to join us, but we 
thought you might like to hear about it.  
 
We flew to Cairns direct from Melbourne on 13th May 2010 
and met our very own guide and driver Greg "Bart" Johnson 
at Cooktown Airport after the little ten-seater landed there 
safely late afternoon. Bart showed us to our lodgings almost 
right on the waterfront and a short walk to the beach-front 
cafe for Brekkie the next morning. 
 

Bart showed us through this delightful town at the start of the 
Cape, where we were to stay one more night, and dropped us 
off at the Hope Town Community Reserve for an interesting 
tour of Aboriginal Rock Paintings with Willie Gordon (Guurrubi 
Tours http://www.guurrbitours.com ). In the afternoon we 
visited "Nature's Powerhouse" aka the Botanical Gardens and 
Gallery, where the magnificent water colours of Vera Scarth-
Johnson's Flowering Plants of Cooktown and Northern 
Australia are on display. We also enjoyed seeing the excellent 

Cooktown Museum. Bart 
introduced us to his wife Penny 
(Manager of the Cooktown  Museum) and his three children and we all 
dined at the gourmet Italian Pizza and Steakhouse. The Owner/Chef is so 
gourmet, that he didn't think Rob should be ordering a well-done steak!     
( He gave it to him anyway). On our leaving he asked Rob how it went. 
Rob's reply: "Well Done!"  
 

Saturday 15th saw us heading north-west and stopping 
to look at the great art work at Split Rock. It was about 
a kilometre's walk return over nicely placed rocks and 
typical bushland.  
That night we reached Musgrave Telegraph Station 
and enjoyed a pleasant night there midst the work 
going on to upgrade the electrics. John and Mary are 
delightful hosts well known to Bart. This couple has 
been in residence 10 years and their Roadhouse, 
virtually the same in structure as when it was built in 
the late 1800's, is now quietly on the market. The 
Cooktown Orchids growing on their trees were 
spectacular. 

 
Next stop was a working Station, Merluna, where we ate at 
the table of Cameron and Michelle McLean (would you 
believe Clayton's mother lives at Whitlands!). They had a NZ 
(ex South African) couple working there (Outback Helpers 
on a B&B Basis). This couple, Michael and Beverley, were 
on an extended Aussie holiday with big caravan but their 
Ford's (Murray's type) electronics had just packed it in; we 
saw it on a truck at Musgrave! We received great hospitality 
and stayed in a self-contained unit there. Also met the 
neighbouring station owners from a few k's away, Cameron 
and Doreen, and their two young Canadian offsiders. 
 

Crossing the Wenlock near Musgrave 
 

Denis the Truckie delivers to Merluna 
 

http://www.guurrbitours.com/
http://www.guurrbitours.com/
http://www.guurrbitours.com/
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Onto the Gulf and next stop was Loyalty Beach Resort. We 
were the only (spoiled rotten) guests as we were once again 
ahead of the tourists!  
 
Chef Pauline even served us Crayfish on which we dined 
while overlooking the Torres Strait, enjoying a glorious sunset 
beyond the swaying palms. From here we drove to Moreton 
Telegraph Station where the new managers sat town with us 
to homemade Afternoon Tea!  Somewhere round here (at the 
Fruit Bat Falls Park area) we met a man who photographs 
Road Test Trips for one of the magazines. He had a you 
beaut 
4WD with 

the video whirring and his wife looking the part in her 
Outdoor Kitchen, but there was a dodgy hose running 
across where it should not have been (or something). 
You might catch it in some glossy mag sometime 
soon. 
 
Next, Bamaga, and on to the Top & Last, Bush Car 
Park.  After about a half kilometer walk over a gentle 
rocky slope above the mangrove beach we 
reached the Tip of the Top!  And the Torres Strait 
Islands beckoning while the Northerly was trying to 
dislodge us. There was a bit of a line up to stand in 
front of the pretty newly-placed sign, the previous one 
having been sawn off and souvenir. There were three 
couples from Sydney for whom Rob  took on the role of professional photographer and who then 
returned the favour. (They had been staying in the peasants' quarters at Loyalty Beach Resort.) 
 

After our second night at Loyalty Beach Bart drove us 
to the departure point for the Ferry Thursday 
Island Ferry. "Strait Magic" delivered us after about an 
hour and a half and 20 nautical miles of pleasant 

cruising past several islands, with commentary. We 
did the obligatory bus tour of TI and found out it, 
unlike Horn Is, was not bombed in WWII, as there 
were rumours of a Japanese princess having 
inhabited it. There were plenty of Japanese pearl 
divers' graves, however, and islanders' as well. The 
tour included a brief tour of the War Museum near the Big Gun set up at Green Fort set to ward off 
invading Russians. The only time it was ever fired it scared the starch out of a school Ma'am tending her 
kindergarten on the next-door island. 
 
 

Musgrave Telegraph Station 
 

With the South-African-New-
Zealander-would-be-Aussies 

 

John and Ady at Moreton Telegraph 
Station 
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We took the smaller ferry to Horn Island late afternoon and found our lodgings at the Gateway Torres 
Strait Resort. The 5th generation Aussie Chinaman who built it in1990 also set up the fabulous Museum 
on the premises with the help and inspiration of his brilliant daughter-in-law Virginia Seekee and her 
husband. His widow now runs the resort offering her own Chinese cooking in turn with other menus at 
the Smorgasbord Restaurant.  
 
Next day we took a Qantas jet direct to Cairns and boarded another to Melbourne where we hung out 
overnight at the Mantra, before driving back to the 
North-East, so as to recover in style from such a hard 
Four Wheel Drive adventure! 

 
                                                          

 

 

Rob and Anne Buchan  
 
 

Northern waters 
             

Jardine River Crossing 

Bart has a stone in his disc brake 
 

 
At the top of Beautiful Cape York 

 

Mangrove Beach at the Top of Cape York 
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Cray Fishing-Corowa 
 
This was not a club trip mainly due to the fact that we were not 
4WD but boating. This trip has turned into an annual event for 
our family and on a winters day there is nothing better than 
going cray fishing, except maybe heading north to get away 
from the Victorian cold. We spent two nights on the Murray, the water level was up by about three 
meters from last year, so there was less mud and a greater chance to cruise the river and put a few 
more pots out. With nine excited kids in tow there was no shortage of helpers. 
 

Friday the boys went to the camp site and set up. Thanks boys. The 
workers packed bags, food supplies etc and picked up the kids from school 
and headed down to the river bank to meet the 
boys.  
The fire was a welcome site and the kids were able 
to tell the story of how mum (and it wasn‟t me) slid in 
the muddy wheel ruts and just missed the tree. Now 
there must be a 4wd lesson there. We caught a 
couple of keepers on Friday night so the weekend 
was looking good. There was a little rain over night 
but the morning shaped up well. The kids had to 
take turns in riding in the boat and pulling up pots 
but the ones left on land were able to keep 
themselves occupied with making mud pies, 
collecting wood etc.  
  
Saturday afternoon arrived along with a few visitors. 

One of our visitors was a young lady on exchange from Canada and she enjoyed 
the experience of setting pots, cooking marshmallows on the camp fire and even tried the crayfish. We 
were fortunate enough to catch eight crays in total and everyone was able to savour the taste of our 
Murray crayfish.  
 
The Murray river is a beautiful spot especially when the tourists aren‟t there and you have the place to 
yourself. Not exactly a 4WD trip but never the less 
an entertaining one.   
 
Lucas Family 
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The Wangaratta 4x4 Club birthday dinner was held on 
Saturday the 22nd May at the Eldorado Hotel.  There was a 
great turn up of members on a cold night but our friendly 
publican Ian, made us all very welcome and had a fire going 
in the shed were we had our meals and also a washing 
machine drum fire roaring outside.    
  

 Our illustrious president Robbo presented the awards, the Most Valuable Member trophy went to a 
very surprised Bruce Gooday for his commitment and attendance at club meetings and events.  The 
Gear Jammer trophy went to Stan Williams for the damage he managed to do to his vehicle last year on 
the Simpson Desert trip.  Stan said the trophy will take pride of place on the mantelpiece.  Formalities 
were over very quickly and it was back to the good food, wine, catching up with those that attended and 
planning for the Sunday drive. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Canvas Creations of all types 

Retail saddlery 

Full repair service 

2/165 Mount Buller Rd. Mansfield Vic 3722 
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Please let a committee member know if you are interested in leading a trip.  There are many 
experienced club members who are more than willing to assist you with some planning, and to 
assist you on the day, if you would like.     

Terriks & Pyramid Hill - North Central Victoria Destinations: 
Dates: Saturday 15th August 
 
Meeting Point and Departure Time: 
Safeway car park in Benalla at 8.45am, depart 0900 return approx 1730 hrs 
  
Trip leaders:  
Bethne and Stan Williams Emergency Contact: 0428 627 773 
Trip Standard: 
Easy  
Equipment: 
Standard gear, please bring recovery gear if you have it 
Highway tyres or better 
 
Weather, Clothing and Food: 
It could be cold and wet, some walking will be involved, so sturdy footwear is essential, sun hat and 
sunscreen  
Maximum number of vehicles:  
Six 
Fuel: 
Fill up before you go 
Further Information: 
Bethne 5762 8456 

 

Observation day 
Dates: Saturday 21st August 
 
Meeting Point and Departure Time: 
4WD Club rooms tarrawingee at 9.30am 
 
Trip Standard: 
Easy but may be a little tricky in a couple of parts if it rains 
 
Equipment: 
Standard gear 
Pens, book or clipboard to lean on, colouring pencils for the kids  
and a digital camera 
 
Weather, Clothing and Food: 
Whatever is comfortable 
Fuel: 
Fill up before you go 
 
Further Information: 
Jason and Helen Tiffin  57270569 or 040876950 

 

INVITATION TO 

SPONSORS 

 

We would love to see 

some of our sponsors on 

our trips.  Please 

checkout the trips on the 

calendar and see if any 

might suit you.  All you 

need to do is to give the 

contact person a call. 

 

 

Club Trips 
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CLUB CALENDAR 2010 
Destination Dates 

2010 

Type of trip Proposed 

leader 
Pyramid hill & Terricks Hill 

 
15 Aug Day picnic  Bethne 

Williams 
Observation Day 

 
21 Aug Surprise  Jason & Helen 

Tiffin 

    
Wyperfeld Nat Park Vic (subject to 

change) 
 

11-14 Sep Vans Ok May leave Friday 
night 

Ron B 

Lake Moodemere / Murray River Area  
 

16-17 Oct Vans Ok Allan Trott 

Snowy River Buchan Caves 
 

30 Oct-2 
Nov 

Medium Tent (on the 
move) 

CUP Weekend 

Confirmed 

Barry & Bea 

Pineapple flats Area 
 

20-21 Nov Base camp Off Rd 
campers ok 

Robbo 

Christmas party 
EDI Cutting 

4-5 Dec Vans OK 
 

Sub 
committee 

Hard & Extreme trips by arrangement – Have a go and make a proposal 

Week day trips by arrangement - Have a go and make a proposal  

Help is readily available to trip leader with pre-trip planning, maps, directions and pre-trip news letter 

reports – See the trip Coordinator or any experienced 

member for help. 
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JULY 2010  
                              

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 
A0001052D 

PO Box 494   Wangaratta  3676 

www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au 
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 Torque 
 

“Responsible Four Wheel Driving And Family Touring” 
 

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club  

 


