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The Wangaratta 4WD Club has evolved from a
few members in 1983, to a membership of over
40. The Club is made up of individuals and
families who are interested in responsible Four
Wheel Driving. There is no restriction on the
make or type of four wheel drive vehicle, and
there is always plenty of variety and
camaraderie amongst members.
Where we live: Members live all over the North
East and beyond, including from Benalla,
Beechworth, Glenrowan, Milawa, Albury,
Wodonga, Wangaratta, Goorambat, Tatong and
Melbourne.
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club
is a member of the Victorian
Association of Four Wheel Drive
Clubs.
Affiliations: Members of our club are proud to
be part of the Adopt a Hut Program and work
with Parks Victoria to look after Top Crossing
and Lake Cobbler huts.
We are also affiliated with the South Coast Four
Wheel Drive Club based at Wollongong, and
the Four Wheel Drive Club of WA. Current
members of the respective clubs are entitled to
Reciprocal Membership.
.
Membership: Single or family $80 p.a.

WEBSITE:
www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au

General Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday
of the month, generally at the North East Car
Club Rooms, Tarrawingee Recreation Reserve,

commencing 8.00pm. There is no meeting in January.
Please refer to the club calendar.
Visitors are always most welcome.
Track Torque: Newsletter Contributions may be forwarded to …

Editor : Maria Lucas
 5762 3620

:

editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au

Editorial Deadline – Usually 1st of the month. This is your newsletter so be a part
of it and send any articles of interest, comments, birthdays, etc, to the editor.
Advertising: $80.00/yr. Please contact the editor for further details.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editor or of
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc. The editor reserves the right to delete any section of any article, or reject any
article, which has been sent in for publication in the Newsletter.

Front Cover: Track Clearing
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The President’s Page
It‟s been a hectic few weeks starting with the track
clearing weekend hosted by Terry Kingston of Parks
Victoria. A few hardy souls met at Parks depot in
Whitfield for a briefing in the rain before venturing on to
Mount Cobbler for some track clearing work. All was well
on the first day (in the rain) checking the Mount
Speculation track which incidentally is now marked as a
difficult track. No problems on the first day and a perfect
campsite picked by Terry for the night. My thanks to
those who turned up to help and to Terry and Parks
Victoria who made us feel very welcome.
During the long weekend I braved the rain to venture up
the East Riley track to meet up with another club member. The trip was not advertised as I was a guest
at the Myrtleford Ski lodge AGM on the Friday and didn‟t finish the formalities until ten in the evening. I
managed to reach the East Riley Hut at around one in the morning after a very wet drive.
Next day saw us reach the Wonnangatta valley only to return Saturday midday to Myrtleford such were
the weather conditions which were very wet and slippery. I returned to the Wonnangatta on the Monday
morning to find the Wonnangatta river had risen fairly dramatically.
In the valley I met members of the Jeep club and was invited to dinner that night. My thanks to the Jeep
club for making my stay so welcoming and their good humored companionship as we negotiated the
rivers to leave the valley the next day.
This weekend see‟s the Benalla garden show where I am assured we will have a decent turn out and
can convince others how friendly and professional Wangaratta 4x4 club really is.
Our December club meeting at Tarra has traditionally been a BYO BBQ and this year will be no different.
It‟s a chance to meet members of the club and exchange stories of the years driving trips. We plan to
start earlier this year at six pm come if you can.
Thanks again to all who have participated in club activities and shared their stories of driving trips.
Please be aware that club membership fees are outstanding for some members and those who have
forgotten please take this as a reminder.
Robbo

(Robbo at Wonnangatta courtesy of Craig)
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Member’s Page
Wang 4X4 Club Christmas Party
- Sunday 28th Nov 2010
Please let Chris or David Jackson know if you are coming
along – also children’s names and ages (up to 14
years) as Father Christmas may make a surprise visit
Check out the Club Trips page for details
RSVP by ASAP to Chris or David Jackson on 57 21 90
40 - 57 22 99 11 – fax 57 21 25 45
Or email david@hideawaysafe.com.au

RAFFLE TICKETS
Raffle tickets payment and purchases need to be finalised by the next meeting so make sure you bring
your tickets and monies if you haven‟t already done so. Thanks to everyone who sold and bought tickets.

Storage Drawers for GU Nissan Petrol
Drawers: Double Stacker, lockable with both sliding out on full deep
groove ball bearings (DGBB).
Fridge Slide: on DGBB suit most 40 litre fridges c/w adjustable tiedowns.
Material: Marine Ply (great insulative properties) covered by marine
carpet.
Anchor Points: to suit Nissan GU Patrol; could be modified for other
vehicles.
Only purchase in mid 2009.
Asking Price: $950 or nearest reasonable offer. (Normally $1650
new)
Contact: John Myles
Ph 5722 2042
Mob 0427 811 768

David
Ray
Bruce
Jasmine
Jarrod

Blore
Bickerdike
Gooday
Jackson/Ferguson
Hayse

th

6
th
10
th
17
th
24
th
30

In November
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CLUB TRAILER
The new club trailer has arrived. Club equipment will now be able to be stored and transported with our
new trailer.

Trailer
Bearings (Who is going to grease them)
This information is from various web sites (Sailing Texas and ehow)and is correct to the best of my
knowledge.
Failure to maintain the wheel bearings on your caravan or trailer can cause a build up of heat from
friction and this can then result in the wheel assembly failing. The wheel bearings may seize and
cause the wheel to stop turning. This could cause a blowout, which at high speeds could easily turn
into a disaster.
Step 1: You do not need to remove the wheel from the hub unless the hub is ruined and requires
replacement. Remove dust cap
Step 2: Straighten and remove the cotter pin, which is what holds the nut in position.
Step 3: Unscrew the nut. If the axle and nut threads have not been messed up you should not need a
wrench to turn the nut. Sometimes spinning the wheel helps move the nut. Never use a wrench to tighten
this nut!
Step 4: Wiggle the wheel to make the outer wheel bearing move out
enough for you to grab it and pull it off. Have a clean rag or paper towel to
put it on so you don't get dirt in the bearing.
Step 5: Pull wheel and hub assembly straight off the axle
Step 6: To remove the inner bearing you must remove the grease seal.
Place the wheel and hub on the floor inner side down, so that the center of
the hub is not on the floor and the grease seal has room to fall out. Use a
suitable long punch to tap on the inner bearing as shown to drive the grease seal out.
Step 7: Remove inner bearing. Clean both bearings, which should be covered and impregnated with
dirty grease. If you wipe off as much of the grease off with paper towels before you use solvent it takes
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very little solvent to get them clean. Inspect the rollers for any pits or scars, if you see any at all go buy
new bearings, which come with new outer races.
Step 8: Clean all the old grease, dirt and water from the inside of the hub. Clean the axle off too, and
remember to clean the surface where the new grease seal will ride. Carefully inspect the "races" inside
the hub for pits or scars, it should be silky smooth. If not, you need new bearing and races.
Step 9: Repack the bearings with new grease. Basically, you put a little grease on your palm and mash
or roll the bearing into it until it's gone into the bearing. Put more on your palm and repeat until you can
no longer get the grease to go from your palm into the bearing.
Step 10: Turn the wheel inner side up and place the inner bearing in the hub, then drive the new grease
seal into the hub. This is so much easier with a block of wood. The rubber part of the seal goes on the
hub side.
Step 11: Put a little grease on the axle, but only where the grease seal rides. The axle itself needs no
grease except to prevent rust, and normal use will take care of that. With caution, place the wheel on the
axle so that you don't scrape the grease seal with the threads on the end of the axle.
Step 12: Put the outer bearing over the axle and into the hub, replace washer if your trailer has one,
and then screw the nut on finger tight only!. Wiggle the wheel, hold it straight by pushing on the top,
and tighten the nut. Often it helps to turn the wheel while turning the nut. Do not use a wrench unless
you have to because of bad threads! The nut is also the adjustment for bearing play, it must not be too
tight! As the bearings warm going down the highway they expand, if the nut is too tight they have no
room to expand and will disintegrate, or fall apart. Continue to wiggle and turn the wheel as you tighten
the nut until you feel no play in the wheel, then you know you have it too tight!
On most axles, back the nut off from the point where the play disappears 1/8 to 1/6 of a turn. This will
position the bearings properly in their races with just enough room to expand when warm. You should be
able to wiggle the wheel just a little bit. Spin the wheel and check again. Find a hole for the cotter pin and
put it in. Spin the wheel again and wiggle to check the play. Bend the cotter pin over so it will not rub on
the dust cap.
Step 13: Replace dust cap.
“Albury Wodonga’s Complete 4WD Equipment Centre”

DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS

02 6021 2477
pleasmith@arb.com.au
See Peter, Nathan, Damian or Mick
476 Hume Street Albury (Next to Hungry Jack’s)
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Subscriptions for the six months from September 2010 to March 2011 were due on 31 August. Although
all members have been affiliated with 4WDVic for the 2010-2011 financial year, some have not yet paid
their dues. The subscription for this six month period was set at $40.00. In March 2011 a further twelve
month subscription will be due. At that time, members who are in arrears will not be affiliated with
4WDVic for 2011-2012.
The list below shows members for whom a $40 affiliation fee has been paid, with an „F‟ indicating that the
member‟s subscriptions are up-to-date. If you are in doubt as to how much you owe, or believe that
there has been an error, please contact either the Secretary or Treasurer for clarification.

Abotomey
Aulsebrook
Barnard
Beazley
Beurs
Blore
Bramich
Buchan
Burns
Cam
Carlyon
Chapman
Cheetham
Clarke
Cunico
Davis
Dillon
Doughty
Flint
French
Gooday
Griffin

Graham
Bob
Tom
Mark
Ron
David
Jim
Anne
Barry
Harry
Peter
Murray
Craig
David
Dean
Alan
Terry
Bruce
Paul
Neville
Bruce
Campbell
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F
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F
F
F
F
F
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Hair
Ham
Holden
Jackson
Lacey
Lucas
McEachem
Nyman
Phoon
Repacholi
Richardson
Robinson
Stephens
Storey
Strachan
Suffield
Tiffin
Trott
Tyrell
Watkins
Williams

Warwick
Noel
Rob
David
John
Shane
Murray
Justin
Vie Nee
Helen
Barry
David
Frank
John
Matthew
David
Jason
Alan
Julie
Ian
Stan
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Minutes of General Meeting
12 October 2010
Meeting chaired by President David Robinson.
Present & apologies: As per attendance book.
Minutes of September general meeting were approved on the motion of D Jackson / D Blore. (No
business arising)
Correspondence in:
Newsletters: Nissan News; The Bush Telegraph (Typo
Station).
WAW Credit Union: statement.
Vic High Country Huts – notice of AGM
Oxley Rec Reserve – advice of facilities available
Treasurer:
A/c for payment – Web Domain Address - $119.40. Moved
– S Williams / A Trott
On call balance - $5961.16; term deposit - $1,225.84
Trip Reports: Tom Barnard – Stamps Lane aquatics
Paul Flint – Qld/NSW coast
Justin Nyman – Eldorado/Beechworth district
Noel Ham – Strathbogies bike ride
Craig Cheetham – School Holidays on Fraser Island
Future Events: Track Clearing 16-17 Oct – check with
Craig
Benalla Day in the Gardens – 7 Nov - static winch display
Community Raffle money & tickets due next meeting
Christmas Party – 27-28 November – advise David
Jackson
Future Trips:Snowy River – Barry Richardson
Pineapple Flats – David Robinson
General Business:
Justin Nyman reminded members of the importance of carrying a
fire extinguisher in vehicles at all times.
Noel Ham advised that the Canberra 4WD club offered to meet us at a camp in Whitfield.
Fines session conducted by David Jackson
Meeting closed at 9.40pm.

DECEMBER GENERAL MEETING: 14th December

BBQ Dinner prior to meeting,
BYO meat and a salad to share. Kickoff at 6.00pm with the meeting starting at 8pm
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Something different

Recipe this Month
Golden Syrup Steamed
pudding
Vanilla or battercake packet mix
Golden Syrup
Make up the packet mix as directed and add a
generous amount of golden syrup.
Pour the mixture into a greased tin and cover with
greased foil.
Place the tin in a camp oven which has a couple of egg
rings in it to keep the tin off the bottom.
Pour water into the camp oven so it comes up a
quarter of the way up the tin and put the lid on and boil
for approximately 40 mins. Serve with custard

JUST A TAP ON THE SHOULDER
A passenger in a taxi leaned over to ask the driver a question and tapped him on the shoulder.
The driver screamed, lost control of the cab, nearly hit a bus, drove up over the curb, and
stopped just inches from a large plate glass window.
For a few moments everything was silent in the cab,
and then the still shaking driver said, 'I'm sorry, but
you scared the daylights out of me.'
The frightened passenger apologized to the driver
and said he didn't realize a mere tap on the shoulder
could frighten him so much.
The driver replied, 'No, no, I'm sorry. It's entirely my
fault. Today is my first day driving a
cab.................I've been driving a hearse for the last
twenty five years
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FOUR WHEEL DRIVE VICTORIA
Driving In A Sustainable Environment
For more information visit the website: www.fwdvictoria.org.au
The following information has been taken from E-news and the FWD Victoria website. If you would like
to receive a free copy of E-news, email the Fwd Vic office and ask to be placed on the email list.
E-mail: office@fwdvictoria.org.au

Victorian High Country Huts Association
VHCHA
The following information has been taken from the VHCHA website : http://www.vhcha.org.au
This site has further information on the Victorian High country huts and activities associated with each
area. Our club is a member of this organisation, with Graeme Abotomey our representative.

VICTORIAN HIGH COUNTRY
HUTS ASSOCIATION
INCORPORATED
Registered Number A0043804Y
ABN 90 874 369 153

CALENDAR 2011
Our Calendar for 2011 features a selection of black & white
photographs by our members of Victorian slab huts. The huts
featured are:
Noonans, Davies Plain, Stones Outstation, Upper Jamieson,
Commins, Gardner, Kellys, Omeo Blacksmith, Pickerings, Frys, Millers, and Suggan Buggan School House.
This Calendar, A4 size on glossy 200 gsm paper, is available for only
$11.00 inc. p&p. for delivery in Australia
or $15.00 inc. airmail postage overseas

All profits from the sale of this Calendar will go to VHCHA to care for huts in the High
Country

Bruce will take orders at the November meeting so please pay for
the calendar when placing your order.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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PARKS VICTORIA
The following info was accessed from a Link to Parks Vic’s website: Check out this site
for more information http://www.parkweb.vic.gov.au

Flood Impacted Areas 2010
Heavy rain, damaging winds and localised flooding across Victoria in September 2010 has significantly affected
conditions in some parks and forest areas.
The State Government acknowledges the vital importance of these areas for public recreation and tourism, and is
endeavouring to assess, repair damage and safely open areas as soon as possible. In the meantime, some roads,
visitor sites and walking tracks remain closed (see Access Reopening Strategy below).
Reasons for closure may include:
 hazardous trees, limbs and fallen timber
 damaged tracks, bridges, signs, recreation sites and other facilities
 unstable soils and / or stream crossings
Once recreation sites and tracks have been accessed, risks removed and necessary facilities repaired or rebuilt,
they will be reopened to the public.
Access Re-opening Strategy
Parks Victoria and the Department of Sustainability & Environment have developed an Access Reopening Strategy
for the 2010 Flood Impacted Area. A full list of flood related closures and re - opening details for each affected park,
forest and reserve can be downloaded from the website.
The list of closures will change frequently, and will be updated on a regular basis. If you are planning to travel to
any of these parks or forest areas please contact the Parks Victoria Information Centre on 13 1963.
As more information and assessment is carried out the "Change of Conditions" section on the individual web page
for each park will be updated to reflect the most current conditions.
Parks affected by flooding include:
Alpine National Park
Barmah National Park
Burrowa Pine Mountain National Park
Creswick Regional Park
Gunbower National Park
Grampians National Park
Great Otway National Park
Hepburn Regional Park
Molesworth NCR (Nature Conservation Reserve)
Mount Beckworth Scenic Reserve
Mount Buangor State Park
Mount Buffalo National Park
Murray River Reserves - Echuca to Robinvale
Murray River Reserves- Headwaters to Echuca
Warby-Ovens National Park
The State Emergency Service is the lead agency responsible for
controlling and managing the response to the floods and is responsible
for issuing any alerts. See www.ses.vic.gov.au or call 132 500.
Last update: 28 October 2010.
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A Picture is worth a thousand words or in this
case 3 pictures tell the story of track clearing

1: Cutting the Log

Cobbler Hut

2: Rolling the Log (sort of)

3: Manhandling the Log
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Saturday morning we arrived at Myrtleford with Dave and Doreen, for a cooked breakfast from the bakery at
8am, and waited for everyone else to arrive. We watched as a few Jeep club members meandered aimlessly
around the town looking lost and forlorn, it was raining quite heavy at this time and there were many jokes
about the lack of tread on some tyres and how serviceable our winches were. (Craig we‟d love to read the
trip report on your adventures in the Wonnangatta.) Soon Barry and Dennis, Murray and Judy, Alan and
Vickie, Dave and Doreen and Bruce all turned up.
Some were doing a mad rush around town looking to buy
umbrellas as the rain pelted down. We finally mounted up just as
Craig arrived to meet the wondering Jeep owners, who were still
driving about town aimlessly, a quick wave to the Cheetham family
as we were leaving, and we headed off towards Hotham. We had
to make a stop in Harrietville, while Barry checked out a noise in
his car which turned out to be a bad (read stuffed) wheel bearing,
so he had to head home. As Stan was the emergency contact on
the pre-trip report, he had to step-up to lead (as no-one else
stepped forward, despite much encouragement and prompting).

Dave & Doreen deciding that they
might fit a turbo – when they get home
– on the Bowen Trail

We sadly waved goodbye to Barry and Dennis and headed to
Hotham, then stopped at Dinner Plain for lunch. We found the
hidden Dinner Plains track which wrapped around the rear of the
Dinner Plain village and headed towards Swifts Creek. We had some slipping and sliding in the rain, but all
made it ok to the Dogs Grave, then onto the Nunniong Road to the Moscow Villa Hut. There were already
campers in residence at the main hut and the secondary hut, so we set up in the camping area and watched
the rain. We had about two inches, measured on Murray‟s coffee cup. The next morning we all tracked back
to the Wellington Winch, the only remaining preserved steam driven winch in Australia. It is a mammoth feat
of engineering and testament to the bygone days of high risk forestry. The signals they used were: One
whistle to go, one to stop, two to call for more wire, three to wind it back, four to take up the slack and five to
call an end to the day, and lastly six whistles if there was an accident. Didn‟t they have such wonderful
communications back then, what else would anyone need to know?

We travelled down the Nunnet Road all the way to Buchan
where we all enjoyed the artistic displays including the art and
flower show and the photographic display. A lovely lunch was
had by all at the cafe. We headed off along the Buchan to
Orbost road to the Sandy Point Track looking for a campsite on
the Snowy River. The camper already in residence, learned
that just because you set
your camp up in the
middle of the track, it
won‟t keep Stan and
Bethne out. We drove
around and through the
Sandy Point Camp Ground, between
camp and discovered one
Buchan and Orbost, on the Snowy
of the best camp sites we
River
have found, right on the
banks of the Snowy
River, just above the water line. We soon had a good fire going, and
with a kindly person leaving plenty of cut wood along the track (beside their broken down trailer) we had
plenty of coals for the three camp ovens – ah lovely roast dinner. We found the loveliest warm pool drenched
in the afternoon sun, where the water temperature was similar to the Benalla hydrotherapy pool.
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A relaxing time in the warm waters while our dinner cooked and the tent
dried out from the previous night‟s rain was marvellous.
We called into Orbost for
morning tea, and then headed
north on the Bonang road,
turning off at the 36 mile creek,
then the Black Snake Creek

Snowy River

and had lunch at the Waratah
picnic area where the toilets had been recently crushed by a large
tree. We were there at the right time of year to see a cascade of
bright red Waratah‟s all around the area, the namesake of the track.
Such a beautiful plant species, and how lovely to see them growing

McKillop’s Bridge

in the wild. We made sure not to damage any as we admired their
elegant beauty, and left them undamaged, for the next travellers to
admire.

We proceeded along the track to a locked gate and a flurry of recalculations and navigational guesswork (as both the GPS‟s and the
Rooftop maps were not accurate), using the old Hema map got us
onto the Bowen trail, which was a marvellous and eerie drive
through huge forests soaked in mists, and out onto rocky outcrops
which no doubt offer fantastic views when the weather is clear. We
came eventually to the Deddick trail, and meandered our way back
to the Snowy and camped upstream of McKillop‟s Bridge at Bull Flat
camping area.
The environmental release of water from Jindabyne had not reached
the bridge as yet, but by the end of the week (5-6 Nov) it should be
Murray Crossing the bridge.
in full flow. What a sight that would be. We were all very tempted to
head up to Jindabyne for a look, but had to head back home instead.
We headed home via the Limestone track to Benambra for an ice cream, then to Corryong and Tallangatta
where the Hume Dam is very full, a great sight to see all that water storage.
We called in to see Barry and then headed home, after a fantastic weekend, with great company and plenty
of jokes and stories around the campfire. We appreciated the help of fellow travellers with packing up the
toilet and starting the fire (and keeping it going),
which shares the workload of the trip leader. Total
distance for the Williams 1050Ks
Cheers Bethne (and Stan agrees)

Little River Falls near McKillop’s
Bridge
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Club Trips
Wang 4X4 Club Christmas Party - Sunday 28th Nov 2010
Venue:

Wilson‟s Bend on the Ovens River
Campers, cars are welcome; bring your swimmers there is a great beach. (Caravans at your
own discretion, there are cattle grids)
See map attached. GR 0434417 5987959

Times:

Arrive any time and set up camp – last time we made a weekend of it!

Menu:
Items provided by the club:
 Cold Chicken pieces
 Bread rolls, Butter
 Paper plates
 Cordial

Who is invited:




All current and past club members and their families and friends
4WD club adherents/friends
Club sponsors and their families

Members are asked to bring:






Either OR Nibblies – Salad – Sweets – all to share around
Soft drinks and other refreshments
Knife Fork and Spoon (KFS) and cups etc
Food protector to keep flies away if you have them, please bring them
Normal camping and fun gear

Other needs:





Screen enclosure (keep flies at bay) 2 supplied by club
Tarp cover – supplied by committee
Serving plates and cutting boards
Waste bins/bags

Special events:

 Games and activities for kids and big kids provided by the “awesome threesome”.
 Father Christmas may even make an appearance with a sackful of goodies for the kids up to 14
years)

Directions:
From Wangaratta head towards Yarrawonga (zero trip meter at the Wangaratta Showgrounds corner) for
approx 14 km from the showgrounds. Turn Right into Francis Road.
Grid Reference:
0432276
5988837
Continue straight ahead, through farm gates (mind the speed bump) and over the cattle grid, over the
concrete bridge and keep right along Boundary Track (approx 15.4km), over cattle grid (15.8km) stay on
Boundary Track (right) past Ovens Track, over cattle grid, Right onto Wilsons Track (16.3km). Stay on main
track which will take you straight to the Ovens River Wilsons Bend (17.3km)
Grid Reference:
0434417
5987959
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Please let us know if you are coming along – also children‟s names and
ages (up to 14 years) as Father Christmas may make a surprise visit
RSVP Chris or David Jackson on 57 21 90 40 - 57 22 99 11 – fax 57 21 25 45
Or email david@hideawaysafe.com.au

 Canvas Creations of all types
Retail saddlery
Full repair service
2/165 Mount Buller Rd. Mansfield Vic 3722
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CLUB CALENDAR 2010
Destination

Dates
2010

Type of trip

Proposed
leader

Pineapple flats Area

20-21 Nov

Robbo

Christmas party

28th Nov

Base camp Off Rd campers
ok
Vans OK

D.Jackson

Hard & Extreme trips by arrangement – Have a go and make a proposal
Week day trips by arrangement - Have a go and make a proposal
Help is readily available to trip leader with pre-trip planning, maps, directions and pre-trip news letter
reports – See the trip Coordinator or any experienced member for help.

INVITATION TO
SPONSORS
We would love to see
some of our sponsors on
our trips. Please
checkout the trips on the
calendar and see if any
might suit you. All you
need to do is to give the
contact person a call.
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