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WANGARATTA 4X4 CLUB

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club
Committee Members
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee

David Robinson (Robbo)
Jim Bramich
Bruce Gooday
Ian Watkins

The Wangaratta 4WD Club has evolved from a few
members in 1983, to a membership of over 40. The
Club is made up of individuals and families who are
interested in responsible Four Wheel Driving. There
is no restriction on the make or type of four wheel
drive vehicle, and there is always plenty of variety
and camaraderie amongst members.
Where we live: Members live all over the North East
and beyond, including from Benalla, Beechworth,
Glenrowan, Milawa, Albury, Wodonga, Wangaratta,
Goorambat, Tatong and Melbourne.
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club is a
member of the Victorian Association of
Four Wheel Drive Clubs.

Membership
Officer

David Blore

Property:

Craig Cheetham

Merchandise
Sergeant at Arms
4WD Victoria
Representative
Editor
Trip Coordinator
Web Master

David Jackson
Craig Cheetham
Maria Lucas
Stan Williams
Terry Dillon

WEBSITE:
www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au

Affiliations: Members of our club are
proud to be part of the Adopt a Hut Program and work
with Parks Victoria to look after Top Crossing and
Lake Cobbler huts.
We are also affiliated with the South Coast Four
Wheel Drive Club based at Wollongong, and the Four
Wheel Drive Club of WA. Current members of the
respective clubs are entitled to Reciprocal
Membership.
.
Membership: Single or family $80 p.a.
General Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the
month, generally at the North East Car Club Rooms,
Tarrawingee Recreation Reserve, commencing
8.00pm. There is no meeting in January.

Please refer to the club calendar.
Visitors are always most welcome.

Track Torque: Newsletter Contributions may be forwarded to …

Editor : Maria Lucas
 5762 3620

:

editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au

Editorial Deadline – Usually 1st of the month. This is your newsletter so be a part of it
and send any articles of interest, comments, birthdays, etc, to the editor.
Advertising: $80.00/yr. Please contact the editor for further details.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editor or of Wangaratta Four
Wheel Drive Club Inc. The editor reserves the right to delete any section of any article, or reject any article, which has been sent
in for publication in the Newsletter.
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The President’s Page
The Christmas meeting will soon be upon us, how the year passes quickly. My thoughts will soon be focusing
on the AGM .We, as a club, have many committee positions which will be up for re-election as well as
President and Vice President roles. As I will be taking a step back into the general membership I expect those
members on my outstanding committees to come forward and stand for election in these roles. Those of you in
the general membership, who want a more active role within the club, please nominate yourselves when the
opportunity arises. I have had my critics during my stint as President and I invite those members to come
forward and give us the benefit of their experience and lead the club forward into 2011 and beyond. We are as
a club attracting new members from our presence at shows and through word of mouth. We are able to give
accredited training through our driving instructors and we have up to date equipment including tents and
satellite phones for the use of by our general membership.
The present committee has pushed through new purchases which benefit the club as a whole, it is true there
have been dissenters to our plans, but most members have been satisfied with the changes we have made. I
am looking forward to 2011 as the club is growing stronger through membership numbers and by the activities
we manage.
I will watch with interest where we as a club
manage to strive to next year.
Merry Christmas to you all and a very happy new
year.
Robbo
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Member’s Page
Total rainfall 1/3 to 30/11/2010

The Big Wet

Victoria is having one of it‟s wettest years in over 10 years. There are a lot of track closures and far too much
information to print in our newsletter. Everyone should make sure they check for track closures and in some
cases park closures. People might like to ring or check out the web sites of Parks Victoria, 4WD Victoria or the
DPI for the information you need before you go camping and 4WD.

In December

Monica
Neville
Cathy
Warwick
Charlene
Bea
David

French
French
Hair
Hair
Ham
Richardson
Robinson

th

16
th
19
th
15
th
16
th
27
th
4
st
31

DECEMBER GENERAL MEETING
A reminder to everyone that there will be a BBQ before the meeting and David Blore will have a show and
tell on a range of camping accommodation. Please BYO meat for the BBQ and bring along a salad or sweet
to share. Start time 6pm with the meeting to follow at 8pm on the 14th December.
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Minutes of General Meeting
9 November 2010
Meeting chaired by Bruce Gooday in the absence of the President and Vice President.
Present & apologies:

As per attendance book.

Minutes of October general meeting were approved on the motion of D Jackson /
D Blore. (No business arising)
Treasurer:
Accounts for payment:
Trailer:
Lloyds Trailers
Inspection booking fee
Number plates
Registration fee
Weighbridge fee
Benalla Day in the Gardens

$4,100.00
39.70
15.30
37.40
22.00
25.00

Moved that accounts be passed for payment G Abotomey / M French – Carried
On call balance - $1890.46; term deposit - $1,225.84
Club activities:
Craig Cheetham reported on track clearing which was conducted in cooperation with Parks Victoria.
Craig Cheetham reported on the club display at the Benalla Day in the Gardens. A static winching display
which Craig set up, and photographs from club trips, attracted much interest. Also on display was a top-of-therange Kimberley Camper.
David Jackson reported that the proposed Christmas Party venue was not available because of flood damage.
Other options were canvassed.
Trip Reports:
Barry Richardson/Bruce Gooday – Snowy River
Craig Cheetham entertained the meeting with a report and slide presentation on a recent Jeep Club trip to
Wonnangatta.
Future Trips:
Pineapple Flats 20-21 November – David Robinson
Victorian High Country – Murray McEachern called for expressions of interest in a mid-week, early December
trip.
Fines session conducted by David Jackson
Meeting closed at 9.20pm.
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Committee Meeting Rap 23/11/2010
The committee recorded appreciation for the way in which Craig Cheetham had organised the club‟s display
at the Benalla Day in the Gardens. Craig was responsible for the project from the original concept of a static
winch display to its organisation and set up on the day. The display projected a positive image of the club
and was well received.
In response to disquiet at the content and conduct of our general meetings, the committee has decided to
add some variety in the form of guest speakers (from within and outside the club) show and tell sessions,
illustrated trip reports, and whatever else members suggest as useful fodder to entertain, educate, and inform
members at these meetings. First cab off the rank will be David Blore at the December meeting. David has
agreed to show us his wide range of camping accommodation and to explain the circumstances under which
he uses his swag, tent, roof-top camper, and caravan.
The committee has decided to participate in the Rotary Club‟s Fishing, Camping and Outdoor Leisure Show
to be held on 29-30 January in Apex Park Wangaratta. The club‟s small display will need to be manned for
the two day event.
The club‟s election of office bearers and committee for 2011-12 and the AGM will be held in conjunction with
the general meeting on 8 March 2011.
Bruce Gooday (Secretary)

“Albury Wodonga’s Complete 4WD Equipment Centre”

DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS

02 6021 2477
pleasmith@arb.com.au
See Peter, Nathan, Damian or Mick
476 Hume Street Albury (Next to Hungry Jack’s)
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Subscriptions for the six months from September 2010 to March 2011 were due on 31 August. Although all
members have been affiliated with 4WDVic for the 2010-2011 financial year, some have not yet paid their
dues. The subscription for this six month period was set at $40.00. In March 2011 a further twelve month
subscription will be due. At that time, members who are in arrears will not be affiliated with 4WDVic for 20112012.
The list below shows members for whom a $40 affiliation fee has been paid, with an „F‟ indicating that the
member‟s subscriptions are up-to-date. If you are in doubt as to how much you owe, or believe that there has
been an error, please contact either the Secretary or Treasurer for clarification.

Abotomey
Aulsebrook
Barnard
Beazley
Beurs
Blore
Bramich
Buchan
Burns
Cam
Carlyon
Chapman
Cheetham
Clarke
Cunico
Davis
Dillon
Doughty
Flint
French
Gooday
Griffin

Graham
Bob
Tom
Mark
Ron
David
Jim
Anne
Barry
Harry
Peter
Murray
Craig
David
Dean
Alan
Terry
Bruce
Paul
Neville
Bruce
Campbell
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F
F
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Hair
Ham
Holden
Jackson
Lacey
Lucas
McEachem
Nyman
Phoon
Repacholi
Richardson
Robinson
Stephens
Storey
Strachan
Suffield
Tiffin
Trott
Tyrell
Watkins
Williams

Warwick
Noel
Rob
David
John
Shane
Murray
Justin
Vie Nee
Helen
Barry
David
Frank
John
Matthew
David
Jason
Alan
Julie
Ian
Stan
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From the Club Handbook

CAMPING
As well as following the “TREAD Lightly‟ recommendations, members are expected to follow the Parks Victoria
code of camping.
 Take all rubbish home with you
 Choose “low impact” campsites
 Observe fire restrictions at all times
 Keep campfires small and attended at all times. Fully extinguish fires before leaving.
 The trip leader may decide that fires be restricted to fuel stoves or no naked flame at times of high fire
danger or adverse conditions
 Bury toilet wastes at least 100 metres from campsites and watercourses and burn toilet paper before
back filing.
 Shower and wash dishes at least 50 meters away from streams
Also, in respect of other members and campers
 Avoid setting up tents close to others
 Keep noise levels down after dark and early mornings including chopping wood and starting engines
 Use of generators and other noisy equipment such as stereos is not encouraged
 Pets are not to be taken on club trips except when authorised in writing by the trip leader as part of the
pre trip report
 Firearms are not permitted on any club event
 As we are a family club, bad language is inappropriate

FIRST AID
In the case of a medical emergency, access to assistance may be extremely difficult. Members are required
to place medical information in an envelope in their glove box for each person in their vehicle.
People with existing medical conditions (eg asthma, allergies etc) must carry sufficient medication to
manage these situations.
The club endeavours to have a member with at least basic first aid training on the trips and encourages all
members to advance and update their first aid skills.

SPONSORS
Wangaratta 4x4 Club is fortunate to have a number of local businesses who sponsor the club by placing paid
advertisements in this newsletter and on the website and through other means.
Members and friends are encouraged to support our sponsors. When purchasing goods please let them know
you are a club member. Some of our sponsors also offer member discounts.
When shopping this Xmas for camping and 4WD needs remember our sponsors and don‟t forget we have
people who can supply needed services such as plumbing and signage. Thanks to our sponsors for their
ongoing support
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FOUR

WHEEL

DRIVE

VICTORIA

Driving In A Sustainable Environment
For more information visit the website: www.fwdvictoria.org.au
The following information has been taken from E-news and the FWD Victoria website. If you would like to
receive a free copy of E-news, email the Fwd Vic office and ask to be placed on the email list.
E-mail: office@fwdvictoria.org.au

FLOODING IN WONNANGATTA AREA
Tuesday, 30 November 2010

Parks Victoria has asked that visitors are to avoid the Wonnangatta Area and surrounds due to swollen rivers
and inaccessible tracks.
Please exercise caution when visiting remote areas of the Alpine area after the heavy rains.
Due to the unforeseen weather changes, visitors are becoming stranded due to rising rivers and flood damage
to the areas.
Visitors stranded have not been able to be rescued for a number of days due to swollen rivers. Also, please
ensure you take enough supplies for a few extra days if you do happen to get stranded

Warning on wet and slippery forest roads and tracks in East Gippsland
Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) Forest Managers are warning that the current wet
conditions have made many forest roads and tracks in
East Gippsland dangerous to use.
District Manager for Bairnsdale, Kevin Giblin said
some lower grade tracks are already impassable and
others are slippery and dangerous to drive on.
“The roads and tracks in forests north of Bairnsdale
are particularly wet, but we‟re also getting reports that
there are similar conditions for tracks north of Heyfield,
around Swifts Creek and north of Orbost, especially
at higher elevations and in clay-based soils,” he said.
“River crossings are also risky with the rainfall
increasing water depth and flow, and the shoulders of
some
roads are sodden and unstable.”
“We‟re asking people to avoid driving on any forest
roads and tracks until conditions dry out and improve.”
“If you do have to travel on these tracks, please take
extra care, engage four-wheel drive, take it slowly and
be aware of the conditions around you,” Mr Giblin said.
If you are planning a trip to public land areas in East Gippsland, you can check local conditions by
contacting the DSE Customer Service Centre on 136 186 or Parks Victoria on 13 1963 or go to
www.parkweb.vic.gov.au
DSE Land and Fire staff will continue to monitor the region‟s forest roads and tracks.
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CRAIG’S HUT ACCESS
Friday, 19 November 2010

Access to Craig's Hut has been cut off via the Circut Road due to extensive damage caused by the recent
rains. DSE Forestry Manager, Shane O'Brien, said the Circut Road, which is the main access road to the
popular tourist site, has collasped in several places. "It has dropped on both sides and there are collaspses on
the big culverts," he said. "For safety's sake, we are saying there is no access".

It has collaspsed before but nothing on this scale since it was built over 50 years ago.
The only access now possible is over the top of Mount Stirling, known as the Stirling track, which is unsuitable
for heavy traffic or inexperienced drivers in light four wheel drive vechiles, claim both Mr O'Brien and Hayden
Purcell, the Mt Buller -Mt Stirling Alpine Resort Management Board Operations Manager.The road will be
monitored over the summer and if there is excess traffic, it might be closed, Mr O'Brien said.
BIG RIVER ROAD CLOSURE 1/12/2010 TO 17/12/2010
Wednesday, 1 December 2010

We have been advised that Big River Road at Stickmans reward will be closed from 1/12/2010 to 17/12/2010
for bridge replacement. The closure is 50 metres either side of the bridge.
You are still able to access Stockmans Reward from Woods Point Road and there will be a detour in place for
further access to Big River State Forest.
Signage is in place at both ends of Big River Road advising closure.

CLOSURE OF TOM GROGGIN TRACK
Tuesday, 21 September 2010

Tom Groggin Track has had road closure signs placed at Tom Groggin Station and the Mt Hope Rd/ Mt
Anderson Rd intersection. These signs have been placed there due to reports from Trevor Davis (Tom
Groggin station manager) that there are washouts at Omeo Creek making the road impassable. The track
needs to be fully assessed and may remain closed for up to two months.
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Victorian High Country Huts Association
VHCHA
The following information has been taken from the VHCHA website : http://www.vhcha.org.au
This site has further information on the Victorian High country huts and activities associated with each area.
Our club is a member of this organisation, with Graeme Abotomey our representative.
You can order the calendar on the website if you didn’t put
your order in last month.

CALENDAR 2011
Our Calendar for 2011 features a selection of black & white
photographs by our members of Victorian slab huts. The huts featured
are:
Noonans, Davies Plain, Stones Outstation, Upper Jamieson,
Commins, Gardner, Kellys, Omeo Blacksmith, Pickerings, Frys,
Millers, and Suggan Buggan School House.
This Calendar, A4 size on glossy 200 gsm paper, is available for
only
$11.00 inc. p&p. for delivery in Australia
or $15.00 inc. airmail postage overseas

All profits from the sale of this Calendar will go to
VHCHA to care for huts in the High Country

PARKS VICTORIA
The following info was accessed from a Link to Parks Vics website: Check out this site for
more information http://www.parkweb.vic.gov.au

Parks Victoria and Wangaratta 4WD Club
working in partnership
IMMEDIATE RELEASE Friday 29 October 2010
Parks Victoria in partnership with the Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club and Four Wheel Drive
Victoria recently undertook a track clearing weekend in the Alpine National Park focusing on the
northern gateway to the Alps at Wabonga Plateau.
Parks Victoria Ranger in Charge Bart Smith said over 50 trees were cleared from four wheel drive
tracks which included Lake Cobbler
Road, Lake Cobbler Track and
Speculation Road.
“We didn‟t anticipate having to clear
dozens of trees, but it is a fantastic
result for the Alpine
National Park and associated touring
routes ensuring more of the network is
open for both the
Wangaratta 4WD club and other
motorists in the lead up to the
Melbourne Cup weekend”, said Mr
Smith.
The debris that was cleared included
dead trees from fire affected areas, as well as trees that had
succumbed to the climatic changes from snow and recent flooding back in September.
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“The team spent two full days removing old tree heads, chopping up numerous newly fallen trees
and removing rocks from the tracks, and we were delighted to see that Williams Logging Rd had
been cleared through to Cobbler Lake and the Abbeyard Track- it‟s a fantastic result achieved in
such a short amount of time”, added Mr Smith.
Craig Cheetham, regional representative of Four Wheel Drive Victoria said they enjoyed working in
partnership with Parks Victoria rangers and assisting them in clearing the tracks of debris and tree
branches.
“Knowing we have contributed to make the tracks safer for all involved is a great outcome, as well
as enticing other 4WD enthusiasts to discover the Great Alpine Road and the numerous 4WD
tracks in the area”.
“And of course, ensuring these popular tracks are open in time for the upcoming long weekend is a
great result for all teams involved”, added Mr Cheetham.
For further information, please contact Parks Victoria on 13 19 63 or visit www.parkweb.vic.gov.au

Park visitors urged to take care following heavy rain
2 December 2010

Due to recent heavy rain, visitors to Greater Bendigo National Park and Castlemaine Diggings National
Heritage Park should take extra care.
In you are walking in the bush be aware that old mine shafts may have opened up as a result of the heavy
rains.
“Please keep on marked tracks and watch your footing,” urged Parks Victoria Ranger in Charge David Major.
“Roads throughout the park have suffered widespread minor damage and surfaces may be rougher than
usual. Please slow down and take care when driving through the parks,” he said.
For further information regarding parks areas and any road closures please go to www.parkweb.vic.gov.au or
call 13 1963.

 Canvas Creations of all types
Retail saddlery
Full repair service
2/165 Mount Buller Rd. Mansfield Vic 3722
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Pineapple Flat 2010
Myself and two members Rob and Tom managed to get up the
Wobonga track through mudholes to our first campsite on the
Wobonga plateau on the friday night.
Next morning I returned with Tom through the mud to see if any other
club members would brave fantastic sunshine and join us at our
meeting place. We enjoyed a good breakfast but nobody turned up so
we returned through the mud to the campsite.
During the day we drove up to the Burnt top track and over the ridge
track to Pineapple flat. We also tried the King basin track and had a look
at the remains of the King basin hut.
Camped in Pineapple flat with a few other city dwellers, but not cramped
at all. We returned via the Burnt top track and then over Sandy creek
track to the William Hovell. Very good couple of nights with some good
company. You guys missed some fun.
Robbo
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Sunday 28th November
was the club Christmas
party, held this year at Lake William Hovel. This was a great
venue for a picnic and the water sports were a big hit with all
the kids. It was fantastic to have such a great turn up of
families, and so many kids that I lost count.
There were games a-plenty with egg and spoon races, tunnel
ball challenge, canoeing and cricket. After a couple of days
of heavy rainfall around the district, we were lucky to end up
with good weather, although some might say it was too cold
for swimming, just don‟t tell the kids! Santa paid us a fleeting
visit, and some even caught a glimpse of him in Craig‟s
Santamobile. Thanks to Dave and Chris for all the work
setting up for the day, and everyone else who pitched in. We
all had a very relaxing and sociable gathering.

Bigger kids waiting for Santa

Little kids trying desperately to catch a
glimpse of Santa – he’s just so busy at this
time of year...

Perfect day for a picnic
Santa’s horse, er sorry I mean
reindeer

Chris Jackson in
charge, and Dave
obeying

Dave “trust me”
Jackson

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Handing out the presents
Present time

Dancing reindeer
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The sun was shining and it wasn‟t raining and people
were out early walking around the stalls before 9am at
the Benalla gardens. Well done to Craig for organising
the displays and gear. Thank You to everyone who
helped out during the day as usual there were many
hands to help. The club received lots of interest from
the public, and I believe, possibly a couple of new
members. The displays were interesting and people
always love seeing the photos that are displayed on
the day and the static winching demo was great. The camper trailer attracted a few people
and I must say it did have everything that opens and shuts.
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CLUB CALENDAR 2011
A new club calendar has been prepared for 2011 and trip leaders are required so give it a go.

These trips are suggestions only and may be changed, deleted or swapped around to suit
club members.

DATES

TRIP NAME

DESTINATION

TRIP
LEADER

TRIP
RATING

Comments

26
Jan 2011

Australia day
surprise

Surprise

Need a
leader

Easy

Check the web site closer
to the date

29 – 30
Jan 2011

Camping and
Fishing Show

Wangaratta

Bruce
Gooday
Confirmed

Easy to
leisurely

The club has a small
display area. Assistants
required please

12 Feb
2011

Dirty Days
not to be missed

Beechworth
Yack area

Hard

Don’t be afraid
“Trust Me” David is
leading

19 – 20
Feb

Koala Experiences

Ulupna Island area
On the Murray

David
Jackson
Rob Holden
confirmed
Need a
leader

Easy

Great swimming beaches
Nature walks & Koalas

4 – 14
March

Tassie Trek

Tasmania

Need a
leader

Easy to
Medium

Need a leader with
experience of Tassie.
March April are the best
times in Tas

8 Mar
2011

AGM

Tarrawingie

President
Confirmed

Could be
rough

19 – 20
Mar
2011
2 – 3 Apr
2011

Hut Maintenance

Top Xing Hut
Cobbler Hut

Graham
Abotomy

Easy

Confirm training
and driver skills

King Lake Area

Stan
Williams

Hard

22 – 25
Apr 2011

Bilby chocolate egg
hunt

Butcher country
OR
Big Desert

Need a
leader

Easy to
Medium

13 – 15
May
2011
21 May
2011
11 – 13
Jun 2011

Hut round up

High country huts

Need a
leader

Easy to
Medium

Birthday Bash

TBA

Committee

Easy

Benambra,
McKillops Bridge,
Jindabyne area
Live and Learn

Limestone track

Alan and
Vicki

Easy to
Medium

TBA Possibly
East Lima

Training
instructors

Easy

2–3
July
2011

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Graham is our high country
hut coordinator

Need to book a venue in
March
Good base camp half way
along Limestone track
We should have three (3)
new instructors by July
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DATES

TRIP NAME

DESTINATION

TRIP
RATING

Comments

30 July –
13 Aug
2011

TRIP
LEADER

Desert Escape

Need leaders

One can
only guess

Desert trips should be
limited to about 6
Vehicles

20 – 21
Aug
2011
28 Aug
2011

Snow Challenge

Madigan line
Simpson Desert
Binns Track
Anne Beadell Hwy
Goods Track
Only Craig knows

Craig
Cheetham

Hard

Lost n Found

Surprise

Need a
leader

Easy

3 -5 Sep
2011
TBA

Border Bounce

Border track

KTM Cancer Care

Biked/rider recovery

18 Sep

Strathbogie
Broadside

Strathbogie ranges

Need a
leader
Noel and
Irene Ham
Need a
leader

Easy to
medium
Easy
Medium
TBA

2 Oct
2011

Treasurer’s Trial
and Secretary’s
selection
Cut and Roll Away

Lost and Found

Tres & Sec

Who
Knows

Track clearing

Hard work

Cup capers

Wonnangatta
Or Butcher Country

Craig
Cheetham
Need a
leader

Smell the Roses

Day in the Benalla
Gardens

Committee

Easy

Santa surprise

TBA

Committee

TBA

Driving for disabled

TBA

Doc & Cathy
Hair

Easy

14 – 16
Oct 2011
5–8
Nov
2011
TBA
Nov
2011
3–4
Dec
TBA

Observation Day

This takes a lot of
organising anyone
want to have a go?

At least three vehicles
required
I may have heard
Frank volunteer for
this trip?

TBA

Please let a committee member know if you are interested in leading a trip.
There are many experienced club members who are more than willing to assist
you with some planning, and to assist you on the day, if you would like.

FROM THE EDITOR
Thank you to everyone who submitted trip reports, jokes, technical information
and pre trip reports. If you have suggestions for the newsletter please let me
know as member‟s feedback is always welcome. This is your newsletter and it
needs to have information and stories that people want to read so keep up the
good work and send me any Christmas holiday trip reports for the New Year
edition.
Merry Christmas and a Happy and Safe New Year to all.

Date to be advised

The more vehicles the
better, please support.
Watch the Magazine
for details

INVITATION TO
SPONSORS
We would love to see
some of our sponsors on
our trips. Please
checkout the trips on the
calendar and see if any
might suit you. All you
need to do is to give the
contact person a call.

Maria Lucas
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