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WANGARATTA 4X4 CLUB

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club
Committee Members
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Vacant
Andrew Brown
Vacant
Tim Meek

4WD Victorian Representative
Membership Officer
Merchandise Officer
Newsletter Editor
Property Officer
Publicity Officer
Trip Coordinator
Minutes Secretary
Committee Member

David Robinson
Vacant
Kate Burke
Andrew Brown
Graeme Martin
Kate Burke
Steve Fuller
Bill Willett
Damian O’Connor

The Wangaratta 4WD Club has evolved from a
few members in 1983, to a membership of over 80.
The Club is made up of individuals and families
who are interested in responsible Four Wheel
Driving. There is no restriction on the make or
type of four wheel drive vehicle, and there is
always plenty of variety and camaraderie amongst
members.
Where we live: Members live all over the North
East and beyond, including from Benalla,
Beechworth, Corowa, Glenrowan, Milawa, Albury,
Wodonga, Wangaratta, Goorambat, Tatong,
Langwarrin, Molyullah, Myrtleford, Mulwala,
Yarrawonga, Stanhope, Violet Town, Melbourne,
Rosebud and Overseas (England).
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club is
a member of the Victorian Association
of Four Wheel Drive Clubs.

Non Committee Positions
Training Coordinator
Sergeant at Arms

Tom Barnard
Peter Burke

First Aid Officer

Richard Rhodes
Paul L’Huillier

Web Master

WEBSITE:
www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au

Affiliations: Members of our club are
proud to be part of the Adopt a Hut Program and
work with Parks Victoria to look after Top Crossing
and Lake Cobbler huts.
We are also affiliated with the South Coast Four
Wheel Drive Club based at Wollongong, and the
Four Wheel Drive Club of WA. Current members
of the respective clubs are entitled to Reciprocal
Membership.
.
Membership: Single or family $100.00 p.a.

General Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, generally at the North East Car Club Rooms,
Tarrawingee Recreation Reserve, commencing 8.00pm. There is no meeting in January. Please refer to the
club calendar. Visitors are always most welcome.
Track Torque: Newsletter Contributions may be forwarded to …

Editor : Andrew Brown
 0414 397 802

:

editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au

Editorial Deadline – Usually 1st of the month. This is your newsletter so be a part of
it and send any articles of interest, comments, birthdays, etc, to the editor.
Advertising: $100.00/yr. Please contact the editor for further details.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editor or of Wangaratta
Four Wheel Drive Club Inc. The editor reserves the right to delete any section of any article, or reject any article, which has
been sent in for publication in the Newsletter.

Front Cover: Jamieson Trip…the “Alternative View”…from Steve Fuller’s cabin. (Report inside)
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The President’s Page
Hello from your President,
I have been away sunning myself on the Gold coast for two weeks and taking part
in another pastime Scuba diving off the coast of Byron bay.
I have through the course of my employment have to endure conferences designed to keep my knowledge and
skill up to date and also give me a chance to network with other like minded professionals. The conferences
are sometimes tedious but necessary part of my work commitments however, to alleviate the tedium I try to
pick conference facilities near the coast where I can dive.
Byron bay is a small coastal town with some fantastic diving around it on the Julian Rocks, home to Manta
rays, Leopard sharks and a host of other sea critters.
I’m sure there are 4x4 tracks nearby and I look forward to exploring them eventually.
We have had a revolution in the form of the website which is being set up by Paul L’Huillier, our webmaster.
Members who have IT and emails facilities are encouraged to sign up along with the thirty or so people who
are all ready using the new site. This new site is much more interactive than the last site and the committee
have taken the plunge to use it.
Those of us who do not have access to the web or these facilities will be catered for as before, through the
mail. A limited number of newsletters will be available at our general meetings.
There have been a few trips this month; Strathbogie Ranges, Jamieson and Blair’s Hut. Each trip is reported
later so check them out.
Also, it is time for the Club’s fees to be paid. (June 30 th is the cut off date so let’s have the fees in by the June
meeting please?)
Lastly, this year’s Club Birthday Bash is being held in Eldorado on Saturday 31 st of May…Steve Fuller has
booked the room but there is a limit of 40 people…so booking are essential. (See article in newsletter for extra
details).
I look forward to meeting you all at the general meeting, and those who are off travelling please drive
carefully and stay safe.
Robbo

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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CLUB APPAREL
Club Tee Shirts, badges, jumpers, windcheaters, etc. are available from STEER Clothing – 15 Baker St,
Wangaratta [new address]. Contact person is Bruce Steer. Phone: 03 5721 7773.
(The club shirt should be a dark green with gold embroidery.

Club Badges
New Club Members who have not yet received their Club badges or any other club member who would like
to order new badges at $10.00 each, please email Kate Burke our Merchandizing Officer and let her know
exactly what you require. Kate’s email address is: bettabuilt@westnet.com.au

Member’s Page

Open Forum

Hello everyone,
Just a e i de to follo o f o
i t odu tio of the Ope Fo u i the August 2012
newsletter, please feel free to contact me if you have something to sell through the club or have an idea you
would like to have discussed at the General Meeting or brought to the Committee. (Please send newsletter
advertisements straight to the Editor. Email address above.)
My contact details are: Mobile: 0412 664922
Home: 5752 1292
Email: gr.ht.martin@hotmail.com
Graeme

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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General Meeting 11th March 2014
Meeting opened: 8.03pm
Welcome to members by the President, including any new members
and visitors. Members and visitors present as per attendance book.
Apologies: David Blore, Kate and Peter Burke, Neville French, David Ashford, Paul Kelly Gooday,
Irene and Noel Ham, Virginia Robinson.
Minutes of previous meeting, 11th February 2014 General Meeting were moved by Monica French
2nd by Jill Miller and carried.
Business arising from minutes: None
Correspondence In: None tabled
Correspondence Out: Nil
General Account: $9,701.52
Term Deposits:
$2,380.72
Accounts to be paid: Consumer Affairs $52.40
A motion was made that $500.00 from the General Account to be invested into the term deposit for
replacement equipment. Moved Monica French, 2nd Jill Miller…Carried
Treasurers Report

Account balances:

Motion moved that the Treasurer’s report be accepted, Graeme Martin 2nd Steve Fuller… Carried.
Membership Report: Toby reported that there was nothing to report.
Trip Report: Tom Groggin Trip
Tim Meek reported that 5 Mitsubishi and 1 Toyota attended via Mitta, to Tom Groggin. There were a
couple of vehicle breakdowns during the trip. Otherwise it was a great trip. Vehicles that had to be
towed or flat bedded out, would recommend RACV Total Care as it was an excellent service.
Beyond Hotham: March Recce to be carried out carried out 2 weeks prior to event (3rd-13th March).
If interested contact trip leader David Blore or Tom Barnard.
Club Training weekend: 29th and 30th March. Weekend format not finalized as yet. Tom Barnard
will email out details soon…Buckland Valley as usual or Clubrooms on Saturday morning then
Buckland…waiting on answer from 4WD Vic Trainers.
Jamieson Trip: Steve Fuller to Lead, Date: 17/18th April Trip details to be emailed out.
Blair’s Hut via Mt Beauty: Paul L’Hullier to Lead, May 11th. Pre-trip report to be emailed.
Butcher Country: South of Wonnangatta. May 3rd/4th, Trip leader, David Blore.
Facebook report: Steve Fuller reported to the meeting that 4x4 Wangaratta now has 75 members.
This activity has brought new faces to our meeting. About 30 to 45 people look at pictures on the
Facebook site within 24 hours of them being uploaded after a trip or event held by the Club…
David Jackson suggested it may be time to ‘officialize’ this site to the Club… Committee to
investigate.
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Merchandise: T-Shirts now in stock. Jumper still available
First Aid: Richard Rhodes presented participants of the recent First Aid Course with certificates.
Publicity: Kate not present
Other Committee Reports:
Training: (see above)
Meeting program: No Report (new committee next month)
Agenda Items: see General Business
Special Guest Speaker: None
Sergeant of Arms: Burkey not present. DJ did the rounds.
General business:
Annexure to the By Laws to be added regarding Grant Monies Protocol.
Motion moved by Monica French, 2nd Steve Fuller and carried.
David Jackson spoke regarding his last couple of years as President. Special thanks to Maria; for
all the work carried out on the Web Site. Andrew; for the monthly newsletters. Tom; for the training
and the trip calendar. Kate; for the publicity which has lifted the profile of the Club. Steve Fuller; for
the Facebook 4x4 Wangaratta site. Tim; for his first year as Treasurer – great job. Helene; for the
Secretary duties. For the other committee members, thank you for your help over the years.
Would like to see some more young people on the Committee.
Les McLean moved a motion that from the club members thank you to the Committee for all the
hard work they have done over the year.
FJ Cruiser has a raffle going for an event drawn prior to Easter. Tickets provided by Craig
Cheetham with all proceeds going to the Children’s Hospital.
Next meeting reminder: Tuesday 8th April at 8pm.
PLEASE NOTE: April’s General Meeting Minutes will be available at the May Meeting…

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Victorian High Country Huts Association
VHCHA
For information about huts please visit VHCHA website : http://www.vhcha.org.au
This site has further information on the Victorian High country huts and activities associated with each area.
Our club is a member of this organisation, with Graham Abotomey our representative.

FOUR

WHEEL

DRIVE

VICTORIA

Driving In A Sustainable Environment
For more information visit the website: www.fwdvictoria.org.au
FWDV Delegates Brief Sheet to be read out at Club Meetings, and printed in Club Magazines

Members, Wayne Hevey (GM of 4WDVic) has sent us this email and a list of tracks regarding the
classifications of tracks. He is asking for our help, so I thought it was relevant to include it in this month’s
newsletter. If there is anyone interested in offering their help, email me at: abrown52@eftel.net.au and I will
forward Wayne’s email and the list attached. It is too long to include here. (Ed.)
Hello all,
We are looking to re-classify the original six regions which formed the basis of the track classification process
as part of our KPI’s back to the government.
I have attached a copy of these areas plus the tracks that were actually done, could I please get an indication of
who might be able to assist in performing this work over the coming months as we are looking to have these
offered to our members and others as possible exciting four wheel drive destinations with the various degrees
of difficulty etc.
I look forward to your positive response on this initiative as it also offers a range of different areas for those
who are looking to broaden their coverage of the state’s tracks.
Regards,

Wayne Hevey
General Manager

Four Wheel Drive Victoria
RSL Hall, 2 Centre Way,
Balwyn North VIC 3104
PO Box 1015G,
North Balwyn VIC 3104
Tel: (03) 9857 5209
Mob: 0437 911 356
Fax: (03) 9857 5260
Email: gm@fwdvictoria.org.au
Website: www.fwdvictoria.org.au
Facebook: www.facebook.com/4wdvictoria
You Tube: www.youtube.com/4wdvictoria

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Buckland Valley training weekend
Most of the crew arrived on Friday with only a couple arriving on the Saturday morning, all eager to spend
another great weekend in the beautiful Buckland Valley for the clubs first training weekend of 2014.
The weather this time around was a bit warmer than the reputation that has grown to be the Wang 4x4 club
training weekends. With a large group of people the decision was made to accommodate quite a large area
of Good Hope Flat with 2 campfires to go with.
Starting sharply at 9:30 am Saturday morning Kate, Bruce, Noel, Burkey & Tom assisted to deliver the theory
component of the training. With many questions, a few laughs and some useful information spread around
the camp it was yet another enjoyable theory session. As usual it didn't take much for Tom to be talked into
taking a night drive following the theory and a light tea. The destination was into the pines, across demon
ridge and STRAIGHT down into Bright. Only a few minor technicalities encountered along the way however it
was a great night had by all. Not forgetting to mention a very good looking convoy of 14 vehicles with
hundreds of thousands of lumens coming from the many, many light bars.
O e a k at the a p site the e e e a fe

uiet ef esh e ts had, a d a good ight’s sleep to follo .

Awakening to the pitter patter of raindrops on the tents, swags and camper vans the next morning, it was
decided to cover the finer points of the Wangaratta 4x4 club guidelines, complete a snatch strap demo with
a bit of a spot the big no no's twist and then on to the practical session as well as the assessments.
After a bite of lunch with the weather clearing slightly, DJ decided to lead an optional scenic route on the
way home with 7 vehicles attending this trip and rumour had it, it was a most pleasant trip home.
The facts and figures from the weekend were;
-38 Wangaratta 4x4 club members attending the weekend.
-20 trainees sitting the course
-19 vehicles attending the water crossing
-26 vehicles in total attended the weekend
-14 vehicles on the night drive
&7 vehicle on the scenic route homeward.
Fines from the weekend were;
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Tim Meek- water crossing
Damo - caught in 'Towel Only' pose, unfortunately unforgettable
Jason French - Diesel polluting on Sat night - exhaust fumes on the hills
Val Hill - forgetting to lock the hubs in on a steep hill on the trip home
Tim Meek - bogging in the swamp area on trip home
John Haring - losing his trailer on the way into camp on Fri night - trailer coupling came off
John Sullivan - continually sleeping in on the weekend
Mark White - digging the dunny hole too big
Val Hill - couldn't pack down the toilet tents

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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· Kerry O'Conner - refusing to reinact the head lock she uses on Damo when he misbehaves
 and many many more followed.
A big round of applause to Nev for completing his training after 31 years in the club, and Kyle Patton for
being the club's second 'L' PLate driver to partake in the training weekend
Lastly big thank you's to the trainers Burkey, Kate, Bruce, Noel and all the other club members who helped
out throughout the weekend.
See you out on the tracks,
Tom

Jamieson/Mt Terrible Trip Report 19 & 20 April 2014
A small contingent of Wangaratta 4x4 members, consisting of Damian O’Connor in his 80 Series, Keith
Holland in his Mitsubishi Challenger, Lisa and Chris Penniceard and myself in our Hiluxes, met at the
Glenrowan service station on the Saturday morning. We were meant to have another member on our trip, but
after a gruelling night drive the young Mr. Tim Meeks had pulled out- even though Keith had done the same
drive and was bursting with energy and raring to go. After a few of us had our fill of Bacon and Egg
McMuffins we hit the road, had a quick fuel stop at Mansfield and drove on to Jamieson.
(The team…)
We aired down at the entrance to Sappers Track
(which starts just the other side of the river from the
town centre of Jamieson) and hit the dirt tracksnothing too difficult, but some great views of the
region.
After a bit of a drive we exited Sappers Track and
took Sappers Link Track down to the river. Sappers
link had a few stepper descents and gave the group
an indication of the tracks to come over the rest of
the trip. A quick river crossing (which washed some of the dirt that was on Keith’s Challenger from the night
before), we were back on the tar for a quick stint and headed on to the start of Flourbag Track.
Flourbag was an easy drive, with only a few quick stops made along the way to take pictures. From there we
turned onto Moonlight Spur Track, and right from the outset you could see the change in the track. There were
lots of fun climbs, with the rocky firm ground providing plenty of traction. There was also a significant
increase in Radio banter between the group at this stage- mostly at the expense of poor Keith and his
Mitsubishi. At the end of Moonlight Spur Track we stopped for a very chilly lunch.
After lunch headed along Ryan’s Spur Track, stopped quickly at the hut beside the track and then headed
along to Big River Road via Boundary Track. There was a mix of black humus to orange clay tracks in this
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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area which kept everyone on their toes. Once on Big River Road, we stopped off to collect some firewood for
the night, and proceeded to find a campsite. This proved to be the hardest thing to do on the trip. Being Easter
there were lots of dirt bike rider and other drivers in the area, so it was on out 8th entry to the designated
campsites that we finally found a space of our own to call home for the night.
Now while I like the drive but what I love most about these trips is the camaraderie that occurs around the
campfire. Keith took charge with the campfire (so much so that he became known as ‘The Fire Warden’),
Damo set up his sleeping cot as a lounge for everyone to use, Chris told us jokes (ask him about the Irishman
with three sons), and Lisa sat there shaking her head at us all. After we’d all eaten (including some “Zoe
Booksby Specials”- if you don’t know what they are, you are really missing out), and had a few laughs we hit
the sack.
We awoke to find that the Easter Bunny had not forgotten us on our adventure and there were Easter Eggs on
each of our vehicles for us to enjoy on our days drive. With breakfast done we packed up the camp, collected
all our rubbish (and some that others who had come before us had left behind) and took Frenchman’s Spur
Track back, before turning onto Frenchman’s Creek Track and then Two Mile Track. The scenery change
from open sclerophyll forest to dense temperate rainforest was amazing. Turning back on to the tracks from
the day before we stopped at an old GQ that had been dumped beside a track- and Damo proudly proclaimed
“see what happens to Patrols up here? This is Cruiser country.”
Seen better days…
Temperate rainforest

We eventually hit Mt. Terrible track (which was surprisingly quiet given it was Easter Sunday), which had a
number of steep climbs on it- with the group only electing to take the ‘chicken track’ on one section. One
particular rutted and rocky section proved especially challenging for the Penniceard’s Hilux (now known as
‘Big Red’), which had to do a hill stall and try a different angle thanks to a lack of an LSD. The UHF banter
continued throughout the day; Damo kept a tally of how many meat pies Keith owed him, everyone picked on
Damo’s fear of heights when driving along a section of the track that had a steep drop off on one side, and
Keith was joking challenged to drive up a very steep track in reverse.
When we arrived at the top of Mt. Terrible we were met with a very view- a few photos were taken, and
lollies and Easter eggs shared and then we continued back down the mountain to Jamieson. This was a
fantastic weekend, with the small group (who had never really travelled together before) all becoming firm
friends. I think a section from Shakepeare’s Henry V sums it up well…. “From this day to the ending of the
world, But we in it shall be remembered- We few, we happy few, we band of brothers”.
Steve

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Big climb…

Team pic…

Strathbogie Night Run
Friday 19th April saw club members meeting up at the Swanpool Sports Oval prior to the
night drive. Burkey and Kate met up with Keith Holland and cooked some dinner on the
BBQ. Whilst eating, the rest of the gang arrived to have a total of 8 vehicles and 12 club
members. Members present were Burkey and Kate, Tom and Zoe, Tim, Dj and little Tom
(

,

y

), K

,

y

Miller, John and Kyle Patton and Steve and Tracey Twomey.
We started with airing down our tyres and travelling to the first track at Lightning Ridge at
7.00pm. This was a fairly long track but as it was dry it was not long before we came
upon the next track. With Burkey in the lead and Steve as TEC, it was a tidy trip
‘B

’.

y

,

’

reak

anything whilst trialling the new gear he installed in his vehicle and Dj travelled admirably
well. We stopped for a little practice on some dirt mounds with hill climbing techniques.
Keith even had a go and got some skills honed for his other trip with Steve Fuller later
that weekend.
Unfortunately the rain we had earlier that day did not reach the Bogies so it was fairly
dry making the trip a lot easier however, there were still some tracks with challenging
sections where wheel placement and manoeuvrability was essential to negotiate rough
areas, deep ruts, downed trees and with the darkness it made it all the more tricky. But,
,

y

’
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Towards the end of the
night our vehicle starting
playing up gearbox wise
which was a concern
and Tiny Tom was
getting mighty low on
fuel. It was time to call
it a night and at
12.30am we pulled up
near Swanpool to bid
goodbye.
Burkey and I made it with the trusty Toyo ensuring we got home safely whilst Tom ran
out of fuel and had to be towed by Tim to the nearest servo.
It was a great night with great company and no disasters. And to end the story well,
Burkey checked out the gearbox of the Cruiser and found that a stick had dislodged the
plug to the gearbox.
Phew, t

’

!

Kate Burke

David Suffield

Licensed Plumber

41 Suffield Lane, Moyhu Lic. No: 43228
 Roofing
 Maintenance & Repairs
 Gasfitting
 New Buildings
 Stormwater
 Renovations
 Water Supply
 Air Conditioning  General Welding
 Sewers
also available
 Irrigation

Servicing Wangaratta, Benalla, Myrtleford and surrounding areas.

Tel: (03)5727 9535
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc

0428 279 535
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Blair’s Hut Trip

(Upper West Kiewa Valley – NE Vic)
Sunday 11th May, 2014

With five vehicles the convoy set out from Mt Beauty at 9.05 a.m. in bright sunshine. After 3km we
left the bitumen and headed into the hills to the south of the township.
Soon we left the minor road and climbed up a steep and narrow track under the power lines to
reach the West Kiewa Road.
As we climbed towards Big Hill, the driving was easy but the scenery as spectacular. Magnificent
views of the township, the regulating pondage and right down the Kiewa Valley. Then to the east,
partially hidden by cloud, was Mt Bogong, Victoria’s highest mountain (1,984m).
As we followed the West Kiewa logging track we saw some interesting stands of “stags” or dead
trees and some areas with vigorous regrowth after the bushfires of 2003. This road was closed for a
year in 2012 due to heavy rain creating washaways and land slips which exposed the high voltage
underground power line that supplies Mt Hotham.
The track narrowed and we crossed the West Kiewa River three times.
After travelling 40km we had morning tea at Diamantina Stockyards (a great camping location with a
bush toilet), then walked to Blair’s Hut*, less than 2km away. We removed footwear and waded or
rock-hopped across the West Kiewa River to reach the hut on the other side. After a delightful 30
minutes in and around the hut, we walked back to the stockyards for lunch.

Diamantina Stockyards
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc

Crossing the West Kiewa River
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Blair’s Hut

After lunch we drove back along the logging track towards Dungey’s Track. The previous day’s rain
caused the steep track down to the river to be quite slippery and challenging.

One final river crossing before we passed through Simmonds Gap and up the Tawonga Gap Track.
Our next stop was on top of the ridge overlooking Mt Beauty on one side and facing Mt Buffalo on
the other. This would have to be the best view in north-east Victoria!
From there we descended to the Tawonga Gap Lookout on the Mt Beauty to Bright road where we
said our farewells. Thanks, Paul, for a great trip with some interesting commentary about the area
and its history.
Participants:
• Paul (leader) & Helen L’Huillier (members)
• Steve & Roni McDowell (visitors)
• Andrew Brown & Charlotte (members)
• Tony Miller (member)
• Bob & Jenny Flower (visitors)

Mitsubishi Pajero VRX
Mitsubishi Challenger
Nissan GQ Patrol
LandRover Discovery 300tdi
LandRover Discovery

Distance: 77km. Average speed: 15.8km/hr. Moving time: 4hr 53min. Total time: 7hr 45min

Still clean at the start of the
trip…overlooking Mount Beauty…

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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What we had to look at during
this stop! Not too shabby really…

*A little history
The hut is the second on the site. The original, built by Frank and Tim Blair (cattlemen) in 1923-24, was burnt down
around 1930 and rebuilt by Frank and his son in 1932. It is constructed of Alpine Ash (referred to as Woolly Butt by the
old-timers); all logs in the hut were axed except the door. The hut was built without a door and then the doorway was cut
with a jamb nailed to the end of the logs and a hole cut for a tin chimney. The hut originally had a bark roof which was
replaced by a gable tin roof in 1968. The hut measures 6m x 3.8m.The internal stone-lined fireplace is unusual. It is
almost identical to Dibbins Hut. The hut’s caretakers are ‘The Alpine School - Dinner Plain’ and the Blair family.

Reporter — Helen L’Huillier

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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CLUB CALENDAR 2014
Remember club trips are not set in stone so there will be times when trip dates will be changed to
suit members and the weather.

2014 – Trip & Event Calendar

Date

Trip/Event

Location

Rating

Contact

Notes

May
Sun May 11

Blair’s Hut**

West Kiewa
Valley starting at
Mt Beauty

Paul L’Huillier
M: 0400 056 247
E: <paullhuillier@bigpond.com>

Max of 8 vehicles

Sat May 31

Eldorado &
Stanley Region

Eldorado/Yack
Region

Steve Fuller- 0407 448 544

Unlimited Spaces. Every
one is welcome.

Sat May 31

Wangaratta 4x4
Club Birthday
Party

Macavoy TavernEldorado

Steve Fuller- 0407 448 544

Everyone welcome, but
spaces are limited- be sure
to book in quick.

Sun June 1

Eldorado Drive

Eldorado/Yack
Region

Steve Fuller 0407 448 544

Unlimited places- come
and celebrate our 31st
birthday

Fri June 13

‘Spooky’ Night
Drive

Strathbogie
Ranges

Peter ‘Burkey’ and Kate Burke
Tel: 5762 8196

Unlimited Places- look
out for black cats and
ghouls!

Sept- TBA

Riding for A
Reason

‘Charnwood’Strathbogie
Ranges

Oct 11-12

Track Clearing

Oct 17-19

June

September
Committee

Cancer Charity Ride

TBA

Steve Fuller- 0407 448 544

Assistance required

4WD Muster

Lardner Park
Warrugal

TBA*

<www.4wdmuster.org.au
>

Nov- 1-2

Weekend
getaway

Butcher Country
and Caledonia
River

Ian Barry

Limit of 6 vehicles due to
camping restrictions. Get
in quick!

Nov- TBA

Day in the
Gardens Benalla
Alpine Huts
Tour

Benalla Rose
Garden
Alpine National
Park

Committee

Need volunteers to man
club display
Unlimited Places!

Xmas break-up
General
Meeting
Xmas Party

Tarrawingee

Committee

Bring photos, videos,
show’n tell

Edi Cutting

Committee

Annual Xmas Parry

October

November

Nov- TBA

Damian O’Connor

December
Dec 9

Dec 13-14

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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2015
Jan 24-26

Wang. Outdoor
Leisure Show

APEX Park
Wangaratta

Committee

*TBA = To Be Announced

Need volunteers to man
club display

Last update: 6/05/2014

Trip Grading
Easy — Sealed roads or good unsealed tracks with limited 4WDriving expected.

Medium — Low range may be needed with a snatch recovery possible. Obstacles and hazards should
be negotiated by vehicles without assistance, although some assistance maybe required.

Difficult — Steep or rutted terrain. Considerable low range driving. Snatch or winch recoveries maybe
required. Minimum tyre requirement – All Terrain or better but more aggressive tyres maybe specified
at the discretion of the trip leader.

Extreme —Steep, rutted terrain or rock hopping will be encountered. Winch and aggressive tyres are
mandatory on all vehicles.

PRE-TRIP INVITATION

Saturday 31st May – Beechworth to Murmungee
Destination: Murmungee Hills
Trip leader:

David Jackson - david@hideawaysafe.com.au

Contact phone numbers:

03 57 219 040 / 0412 999 997

Additional Personnel:
 2IC:

David Ashford

 Training/support Officers on the day:

 TEC:

Tom Barnard
Peter Burke

Tim Meek

On Trip Emergency Contact:
 Telstra mobile:

is generally available in the area - text message will get through to us at
some point of time for reply

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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 Satellite phone:

available on trip if required

 UHF Contact on the night:

Channel 14

Trip Details:
 Start:

9 am meet for a 9:30 leave

 Meeting place:

Apco Service Station Wangaratta

 Finish:
3 pm at the Everton Store (plenty of time to get your glad rags on for our
birthday celebrations at the Eldorado Pub that night.)
 Camping place: No camping this time HOWEVER most of us will stay over at the
Eldorado Caravan Park (03 5725 1745) after the Sat nights festivities, which should also be the
starting point for the Sunday Breakfast together and drive. (see separate pre-trip invitation)
Trip rating:

Calling it Medium. (with no rain)

Trip attendee’s requirements:
Please make sure you have your 'Personal Medical Details
Form' filled in for each occupant of your vehicle.
Type of tyre tread recommended:
Fuel requirements:
Recovery gear:
it may turn wet
Chain Saw:

All Terrains or better

Half tank will be ample (trust me???)
Minimum of a snatch strap, two rated shackles - as usual bring what you have,

As usual - If you have one and are club certified - please bring it

Maximum number of vehicles:
unlimited vehicles – if it’s like last year with quite a few vehicles
– we will run ‘lead vehicle’ followed by ‘2IC’with both ‘trainers vehicles’ in the middle of the group
and ‘TEC’ at rear. This will give support to those who need it thru the entire convoy.
Personal equipment & clothing:
Always come prepared - bring spare clothes suitable for cold
weather and throw in your sleeping bag and a bit extra tucker - always a good investment.
Club Equipment required for the day:

2 handheld UHF radios - 1st Aid kit - PLB please.

The Plan - Saturday 31st May 2014
Meet at designated area detailed above;
 Drive off road thru Eldorado area to our Beechworth tracks ending up within the raw
beauty of the Murmungee Hills. The highlight will be looking down on the fabulous Murmungee
Basin from atop one of our most spectacular local spots.
The tracks are wide and pretty steep, however no ‘tracks close to the edge type driving’ - bring the
family, try out your 4WD and your 4WD skills, celebrate our birthday with your friends in the club
and see some of our best iconic scenery and country side very close to home.
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Notes for Members
Birthday Bash: So e e t a details f o Ste e Fulle

ho is o ga izi g ou e e i g…

I have booked the shed out the back of the Macavoy Pub at Eldorado for 31/5/14 from 6:30.
We have a maximum of 40 spaces, so people will need to book in early. Dinner is a la carte (so there is not set
menu) and will be a great night for all the club members to catch up and spend some quality social time
together.
I will arrange for pictures of some of the trips we have been on throughout the year, some ‘prizes’ and
certificates will be awarded to some club members on the night.
There is a drive arranged for 1/6/14 in the Eldorado area. (Pre-Trip report above)
***** Speak to Steve at the Club meeting to book your spot…(Ed).
New Website:
The Clu ’s e

e site is li e.

As stated earlier, to receive posts (messages ea h

e

e

eeds to sig up See Ne t Page …

This ensures all the emails sent through the website reach you.
The site looks modern and Paul is doing a great job filling the website with content…
Please u de sta d that this ill take so e ti e ut the o k is i p og ess… Ed .
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Club’s New Website
To All Wangaratta 4x4 Club Members
To make it easier to communicate with members, the club has developed a new website with the
same address www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au.
In future, all club news, events, happenings and the newsletter ‘Track Torque’ will be announced
on-line via a ‘post’ (message) on the website. The post is emailed to you, drawing your attention to
the fact that a new item has been placed on the website.
What do you need to do? Visit the club website and sign-up. Look at the top right of the home
page for ‘Sign Up to Club News via Email' and enter your email address then click Sign-Up (view
image below).
You will receive an automatically-generated email asking you to CONFIRM your subscription. We
encourage all members to do this, otherwise you will not receive future communications. Then,
when you receive a post, you can visit the website at your leisure to view the new information.
You can unsubscribe at anytime, but unsubscribing will block all electronic communications from the
club.
You can also join the club’s Facebook group – “4x4 Wangaratta”
The club also has a new email address info@wangaratta4x4club.org.au.
Regards and thanks for supporting the club.
Paul L'Huillier – Webmaster
Mount Beauty
Mob: 0400 056 247
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Advertisement for Rod Nudgent:

For Sale:
As new Yokohama Passenger Tyres x5
Type: Yokohama Geolander G902 (Tubeless radial)
Size: 265/65/R17 (fit 17” rim)
Age: Only done 2,000km x4 – spare is brand new x1
Note: Owner has purchased a new set of Light Truck aggressive tyres for off-road driving and
no longer needs them.
Cost: As new these tyres retail for $350.00. Offering them for $200.00 a tyre or the set of 5
for $800.00
Contact: Paul L’Huillier (Mt Beauty) Mob: 0400 056 247. Email:
<paullhuillier@bigpond.com>
Editor’s Notes:
The e ill e o Kate’s Co e this

o th…
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“Albury Wodonga’s Complete 4WD Equipment Centre”

Advertiser’s Section
Notice to Business owners
Call or email Andrew (Ed.) to book
your advertisement in our magazine.
(Contact details on bottom of Page 2)

DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS

Andrea Simmons

ARB ALBURY
Ph 02 6021 2477 Fax 02 6041 3097
asimmons@arb.com.au
www.arb.com.au
476 Hume Street Albury (Next to Hungry Jack’s)

Squires Sports & Mowers
Sales & Repairs
Mowers, Brushcutters, Chainsaws, Wood Heaters & Bicycles

Trevor & Terese Squires
53 Nunn Street, Benalla 3672
Phone/Fax: 03 5762 2519
E-Mail: squiressportsmowers@bigpond.com
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PO Box 494 Wangaratta 3676
www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au

“Responsible Four Wheel Driving And Family Touring”
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