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WANGARATTA 4X4 CLUB

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club
Committee Members
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Secretary [Minutes]
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David Robinson
Andrew Brown
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Merchandise Officer
Newsletter Editor
Property Officer
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David Robinson
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Andrew Brown
Graeme Martin
Kate Burke
Steve Fuller
Bill Willett
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The Wangaratta 4WD Club has evolved from a
few members in 1983, to a membership of over 80.
The Club is made up of individuals and families
who are interested in responsible Four Wheel
Driving. There is no restriction on the make or
type of four wheel drive vehicle, and there is
always plenty of variety and camaraderie amongst
members.
Where we live: Members live all over the North
East and beyond, including from Benalla,
Beechworth, Corowa, Glenrowan, Milawa, Albury,
Wodonga, Wangaratta, Goorambat, Tatong,
Langwarrin, Molyullah, Myrtleford, Mount Beauty,
Mulwala, Yarrawonga, Stanhope, Violet Town,
Melbourne, Rosebud and Overseas (England).
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club is
a member of the Victorian Association
of Four Wheel Drive Clubs.

Non Committee Positions
Training Coordinator
Sergeant at Arms

Tom Barnard
Peter Burke

First Aid Officer

Richard Rhodes

Social Co-ordinator
Web Master

Steve Fuller
Paul L’Huillier

WEBSITE:
www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au

Affiliations: Members of our club are
proud to be part of the Adopt a Hut Program and
work with Parks Victoria to look after Top Crossing
and Lake Cobbler huts.
We are also affiliated with the South Coast Four
Wheel Drive Club based at Wollongong, and the
Four Wheel Drive Club of WA. Current members
of the respective clubs are entitled to Reciprocal
Membership.
Membership: Single or family $100.00 p.a.

General Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, generally at the North East Car Club Rooms,
Tarrawingee Recreation Reserve, commencing 8.00pm. There is no meeting in January. Please refer to the
club calendar. Visitors are always most welcome.
Track Torque: Newsletter Contributions may be forwarded to …

Editor : Andrew Brown
 0414 397 802

:

editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au

Editorial Deadline – Usually 1st of the month. This is your newsletter so be a part of
it and send any articles of interest, comments, birthdays, etc, to the editor.
Advertising: $100.00/yr. Please contact the editor for further details.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editor or of Wangaratta
Four Wheel Drive Club Inc. The editor reserves the right to delete any section of any article, or reject any arti cle, which has
been sent in for publication in the Newsletter .

Front Cover: Les and Robyn Maclean… “Eating and Resting in Austria after their Simpson Bash!
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The President’s Page
Hi to all members and friends,
Just returned from our trek around the Simpson Desert with club members
Tony Millar and Glenn Taylor (Landrover Discovery) and Keith Holland (Mitsubushi Challenger).
This “Trip Leader” business can be frustrating as the weather kicks in and closes roads necessitating “on the
hoof” consultations with the team, and alternative routes decided upon.
I thought we would circumnavigate the desert anticlockwise, where as in the end, we went clockwise.
Thanks to the efforts of the non-team drivers for information on roads that were open, after frantic calls and
messages over the phones where possible, our route became clear. However, overall where ever I drove the
lead vehicle, the rest of the guys followed, even when I was slightly lost on the Walkers Crossing.
“How can you get lost using a GPS?” I hear you all say, Yeah right! Try using one and keeping concentration
on the track with the corrugations.
Pretty quick twelve days travelled, with some really interesting places to see on the way. A fe w
disappointments though; the Rig road as I knew it from a trip with Stan Williams three years ago, has been
graded over half its length, I suppose to allow heavy machinery in to service the oil/gas industry. I foresee that
this route may close to Desert Adventurers in the future. The Rig road is as wide in places as the free way with
sweeping turns which allow drivers, who have a mind to, to drift around them, long straights and blind hills,
more like a racing circuit. Next trip I do over the desert will a void this area and probably go with the masses
over the French line. Who’s up for that?
Starting to plan for another crossing next July and a run up to the Cape.
We still need trip leaders in the club please and leaders, when you return from your travels, all equipment
must be returned to the property officer at his address, intact and not simply handed over at a club meeting.
This stuff has to be signed off properly or it will not be available in the future.
See you all at the club meeting.
Cheers,
Robbo
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CLUB APPAREL
Club Tee Shirts, badges, jumpers, windcheaters, etc. are available from STEER Clothing – 15 Baker St,
Wangaratta [new address]. Contact person is Bruce Steer. Phone: 03 5721 7773.
(The club shirt should be a dark green with gold embroidery.

Club Badges
New Club Members who have not yet received their Club badges or any other club member who would like
to order new badges at $10.00 each, please email Kate Burke our Merchandizing Officer and let her know
exactly what you require. Kate’s email address is: bettabuilt@westnet.com.au

Member’s Page

Open Forum

Hello everyone,
Just a reminder to follow on from my introduction of the Ope Foru i the August 2012
newsletter, please feel free to contact me if you have something to sell through the club or have an idea you
would like to have discussed at the General Meeting or brought to the Committee. (Please send newsletter
advertisements straight to the Editor. Email address above.) See Note Below…
My contact details are: Mobile: 0412 664922
Home: 5752 1292
Email: gr.ht.martin@hotmail.com
Graeme
Please Note
All Ope Foru discussion
topics to be directed to me
(Editor), till further notice.
Email:
editor@wangaratta4X4club.org.au
Thank you.
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General Meeting.
Minutes: 8th June, 2014

Apologies: Noel & Irene Ham, Tom Barnard, Frank Stevens, Steve Fuller,
David Jackson, Graeme & Helene Martin, Damien O'Connor, Richard Rhodes,
Pete & Kate Burke, Snowy, Judy.
New Attendee: Milton Davies.
Welcome: Robbo welcomed all those in attendance, especially Milton Davies.
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Moved Andrew Brown/Tim Meek previous meeting accurate. Carried.
Guest Speaker: Sue Abotomey.
Sue and Graeme have been involved with Blaze Aid for quite some time.
Spent last year in the Lockier Valley in Queensland, cleaning up after the floods.
This year spent time in Julia Creek area, 600ks from Townsville with selected clean up after drought and
where assigned to Cattle Station, Zonia Downs. Met Peter Taylor (Owner) on road in, and were set up with
power and site. Took a couple of days to settle in at 34 – 36 degrees C.
Old house was very basic. Had flat pack cupboards lying round on trailer for 6 years and the white ants had
eaten the cardboard packing. Abotomey's spent time assembling the cupboards for the house in the first
instance and then had the opportunity to go on a muster. (Had a 20,000 acre paddock to muster).
Homestead consisted of 20,000 acre breeding paddock, 20,000 acre fattening paddock and 40,000 acre house
paddock.
Sue & Graeme used their caravan at the stock yards.
Next morning at daybreak cattle were mustered with 2 choppers. Three people for a ride in the choppers.
Graeme was gone for 40 min. Little seedy when he got back with crook ear. Sue had a great hour taking
fabulous pictures.
Eleven o'clock early lunch.
Drafted all stock, cows, calves and weaners into yards. Drafted weaners and took back to house paddock.
10 calves to brand.
Road train came in for the delivery. All loaded through the side of the truck. Six decks to Richmond. fat cattle
straight to abbs at Townsville for boxing for overseas.
Brahmans were eating all the leaves off the trees because of drought and they had to have licks to help digest
their food.
Holiday took some time. Sue and Graeme had a fabulous time. Unexpected things come out of volunteering;
45 – 48 degrees C. in summer time, also a bore 900ft deep delivering 1,000,000 gallons a day.
The station had 1500 head of stock but a lot had died due to lack of water.
Salvation Army dropped in a parcel for owners.
There were 90 dingoes shot from choppers last year, up to 40 so far this year at $50 a scalp.
Sue then presented a short, very interesting movie of their stay.
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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General Business:
 Some New Membership forms arrived and Robbo asked that all members sign please. Bottom part of
the form is to allow or disallow use of photographs in advertising or articles.
Treasurer's Report:
General Account has a Credit Balance of $9672.27 and deposit accounts have a credit balance of $2450.39,
with no accounts to pay.
Trip Reports:
Aussie Explorer GPS Day: Craig Cheetham reported that they had a good day with the new Aussie Explorer
GPS system day held at his place. Great B-B-Que. Worked out how to mount tablets in cars with some good
ideas put forward. Looked at different programs and installed on tablets. Held upa bit for licences. Interesting
day for computer mapping.
Snow Trip: (Craig Cheetham again). Good experience. Last weekend up to Buckland Valley for a snow drive.
Most of snow had melted and no dramas. Robbo disappointed no dramas.
Canning Trip: 13,000ks in ten weeks. Very well planned and not a scary drive like Alpine drive but very
corrugated. Visited three aboriginal dry communities. Cart everything in and out. Supplies were great at
reserves. Travelled across 4 deserts and vegetation was superb. Great year last year for vegetation. No animals
except camels because of dry. Birds galore at waterholes. All tested their vehicles
Didn't do a fuel run. Cost $1.80 at the start, $3.30 and $2.60 later, and back at the start was back to $1.60.
$4.00/lt in drums.
Saw a black dingo and represented the Club well. Emptied a toilet and buried some rubbish left by other
campers at a couple of places.
Main point was to drive to conditions, most important.
Sgt at Arms:
No Burkey, no fines.
Open Forum: Nil
Robbo leaves this weekend for The Simpson.
Meeting Closed: 9.05pm.

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Victorian High Country Huts Association
VHCHA
For information about huts please visit VHCHA website : http://www.vhcha.org.au
This site has further information on the Victorian High country huts and activities associated with each area.
Our club is a member of this organisation, with Graham Abotomey our representative.

FOUR

WHEEL

DRIVE

VICTORIA

Driving In A Sustainable Environment
For more information visit the website: www.fwdvictoria.org.au
FWDV Delegates Brief Sheet to be read out at Club Meetings, and printed in Club Magazines

Leisurefest 2014
The 2014 Leisurefest event is on again this year and we are looking to be involved again although in a slightly
different way than previous.
There is no 4wd adventure course happening this year so for us to be involved we are offering seminars to be
run on a twice daily basis. These seminars will consist of “Preparing for a Trip” and other associated topics
including trips which may be shown via power point presentation. The emphasis will be on safe preparation
and general tips to make an exciting venture occur whilst ensuring that the audience is enthralled by the
experience they are involved in.
We also have been offered a shell space which is totally different from previous years whereas we all will
share one space, that is those who can deliver the goods with regard the seminars.
We are to be located at the top end of what is the old camper/caravan, 5 th wheeler area just inside the main
entrance at the pits end, (Dandenong Road end), right up in the corner abutting the road. This is to be known
as the 4X4 Village!
I am therefore looking to get indication of interested clubs who think they can fulfil the required tasks and
commit to being present for the entire four day period. The show runs from Thursday 2 nd October through to
Sunday 5th October.
We will build a display which is a flowing arrangement of the clubs involved to highlight and showcase all
things pertaining to belonging to a club and therefore the association of clubs.
I would like responses to this email by the end of next week (Friday 12 th September), as there is less than a
month to pull this together so it will be as always, first in best dressed.
Please be aware numbers are limited due the space allocated but we will try and accommodate all who wish to
assist.
Regards,

Wayne Hevey
General Manager

Four Wheel Drive Victoria

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Simpson Desert Preliminary Report
Trip Leader: Robbo President Wangaratta 4x4 Club driving Nissan GQ (slightly modified)
Drivers Keith Holland driving a Mitsubishi Challenger, and Tony Miller driving a Land Rover Discovery with
Glenn Taylor as co-pilot.(Squissi)
Trip actual route: 4,944kms in 12 days, 412kms per day
Saturday 16th August
Glenrowan (Vic) to Tocumwal (NSW) start 8.30
Tocumwal to Ivanhoe via Finley, Deniliquin and Hay.
Planned to camp at Ivanhoe but rains and Police have closed roads to
the north (Cobb highway, Balranald road and Menindee track). Not
subject for inspections until Monday/ Tuesday following week.
Decide to return to Hay (NSW) to overnight.
Sunday 17th August
Hay (NSW) to Morgan (SA) via Balranald, Robinvale, Mildura, Renmark.(SA)
Camped in Morgan (caravan park) on the Murray.
Monday 18th August
Morgan (SA) to Copley (SA) via Burra, Peterborough, Orroroo, Hawker, Leigh Creek.
Overnight in Copley (caravan park).
Tuesday 19th August
Copley (SA) to William Creek via Lyndhurst, Farina, Marree, Coward springs (SA)
Overnight in William Creek (caravan park).
Wednesday 20th August
William Creek to Mt Dare via Algebuckina, Oodnadatta, Hamilton, Eringa, Bloods creek.
Overnight in Mt Dare (caravan park).
Thurs day 21st August
Mt Dare to Purni Bore via Bloods creek, Dalhousie Springs.
Overnight at Purni Bore.
Friday 22nd August
Purni Bore to Lone Gum via French line, WAA line, Rig Road.
Overnight at Lone Gum (rig road).
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Saturday 23rd August
Lone Gum to Warburton Crossing via rig road and K1 tracks.
Overnight on Warburton track.
Sunday 24th August
Warburton track to Innamincka(SA) via Birdsville track, Walkers crossing.
Overnight in Innamincka (caravan park).
Monday 25th August
Day in Innamincka to visit the dig tree.
Tuesday 26th August
Innamincka to Tibooburra, via Strelecki track, Moomba, Merty Merty, Cameron corner.
Overnight in Tibooburra (caravan park) (NSW).
Wednesday 27th August
Tibooburra to Menindee via Milparinka, Packsaddle, Broken Hill.
Overnight in Menindee caravan park.
Thurs day 28th August
Menindee to Glenrowan, via Ivanhoe, Hay, Deniliquin, Finley, Tocumwal.

David Suffield

Licensed Plumber

41 Suffield Lane, Moyhu Lic. No: 43228
 Roofing
 Maintenance & Repairs
 Gasfitting
 New Buildings
 Stormwater
 Renovations
 Water Supply
 Air Conditioning  General Welding
 Sewers
also available
 Irrigation

Servicing Wangaratta, Benalla, Myrtleford and surrounding areas.

Tel: (03)5727 9535
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc

0428 279 535
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CLUB CALENDAR 2014
Remember club trips are not set in stone so there will be times when trip dates will be changed to
suit members and the weather.

2014 – Trip & Event Calendar

Date

Trip/Event

Location

Rating

Contact

Notes

Bourkey- 0429 383 441

Cancer Charity Ride
Utes and or Trailers to
help with Charity Bike
run

September
Sept- 13-14

Riding for A
Reason

‘Charn wood’Strathbogie
Ranges

Oct 11-12

Track Clearing

TBA

Steve Fuller- 0407 448 544

Assistance required

Oct 17-19

4WD Muster

Lardner Park
Warrugal

TBA*

<www.4wd muster.org.au
>

Nov- 1-2

Weekend
getaway

Butcher Country
and Caledonia
River

Ian Barry

Limit of 6 vehicles due to
camp ing restrictions. Get
in quick!

Nov- TBA

Day in the
Gardens Benalla
Alpine Huts
Tour

Benalla Rose
Garden
Alpine Nat ional
Park

Co mmittee

Need volunteers to man
club display
Unlimited Places!

Xmas break-up
General
Meeting
Xmas Party

Tarrawingee

Co mmittee

Bring photos, videos,
show’n tell

Ed i Cutting

Co mmittee

Annual Xmas Parry

Wang. Outdoor
Leisure Show

APEX Park
Wangaratta

Co mmittee

Need volunteers to man
club display

October

November

Nov- TBA

Damian O’Connor

December
Dec 9

Dec 13-14

2015
Jan 24-26

*T BA = To Be Announced

Last update: 6/05/2014

Tri p Grading
Easy — Sealed roads or good unsealed tracks with limited 4WDriving expected.

Medium — Low range may be needed with a snatch recovery possible. Obstacles and hazards should
be negotiated by vehicles without assistance, although some assistance maybe required.

Difficult — Steep or rutted terrain. Considerable low range driving. Snatch or winch recoveries maybe
required. Minimum tyre requirement – All Terrain or better but more aggressive tyres maybe specified
at the discretion of the trip leader.

Extreme —Steep, rutted terrain or rock hopping will be encountered. Winch and aggressive tyres are
mandatory on all vehicles.

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Pre-Trip Report for Cancer Charity Ride
Editor’s Notes: Please refer to the Wangaratta 4X4 Club Website for the details of this event.
I apologize for this inconvenience as I have been having some difficulties with my computer.
If you are i terested i parti ipati g a d you k o the details… all Burky or Kate Burke
and they will very pleased to include you and your vehicle at this event.
Thanks,
Andrew

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Member’s Advertisements
For Sale:

As new Yokohama Passenger Tyres x5
Type: Yokohama Geolander G902 (Tubeless radial)
Size: 265/65/R17 (fit 17” rim)
Age: Only done 2,000km x4 – spare is brand new x1
Note: Owner has purchased a new set of Light Truck aggressive tyres for off-road driving and
no longer needs them.
Cost: As new these tyres retail for $350.00. Offering them for $200.00 a tyre or the set of 5
for $800.00
Contact: Paul L’Huillier (Mt Beauty) Mob: 0400 056 247. Email:
<paullhuillier@bigpond.com>

Advertisement for Rod Nudgent:

Ed: Please let e k o if your ad has do e it’s ork so I a re o e it a d repla e it ith a other…tha k
you.
Editor’s Notes:
There ill e o Kate’s Cor er this

o th…

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
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Club’s New Website
To All Wangaratta 4x4 Club Members
To make it easier to communicate with members, the club has developed a new website with the same
address www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au.
In future, all club news, events, happenings and the newsletter ‘Track Torque’ will be announced on-line via a
‘post’ (message) on the website. The post is emailed to you, drawing your attention to the fact that a new
item has been placed on the website.
What do you need to do? Visit the club website and sign-up. Look at the top right of the home page for
‘Sign Up to Club News via Email' and enter your email address then click Sign-Up (view image below).
You will receive an automatically-generated email asking you to CONFIRM your subscription. We encourage
all members to do this, otherwise you will not receive future communications. Then, when you receive a post,
you can visit the website at your leisure to view the new information.
You can unsubscribe at anytime, but unsubscribing will block all electronic communications from the club.
You can also join the club’s Facebook group – “4x4 Wangaratta”
The club also has a new email address info@wangaratta4x4club.org.au.
Regards and thanks for supporting the club.
Paul L'Huillier – Webmaster
Mount Beauty
Mob: 0400 056 247

P.S. There are now fifty- five members and friends on our
database.
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Advertiser’s Section

“Albury Wodonga’s Complete 4WD Equipment Centre”

Notice to Business owners

Call or email Andrew (Ed.) to book
your advertisement in our magazine.
(Contact details on bottom of Page 2)

DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS

Andrea Simmons

ARB ALBURY
Ph 02 6021 2477 Fax 02 6041 3097
asimmons@arb.com.au
www.arb.com.au
476 Hume Street Albury (Next to Hungr y Jack’s)

Squires Sports & Mowers
Sales & Repairs
Mowers, Brushcutters, Chainsaws, Wood Heaters & Bicycles

Trevor & Terese Squires
53 Nunn Street, Benalla 3672
Phone/Fax: 03 5762 2519
E-Mail: squiressportsmowers@bigpond.com
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