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WANGARATTA 4X4 CLUB  

 
 
 
 

The Wangaratta 4WD Club has evolved from a 
few members in 1983, to a membership of over 80.   
The Club is made up of individuals and families 
who are interested in responsible Four Wheel 
Driving.   There is no restriction on the make or 
type of four wheel drive vehicle, and there is 
always plenty of variety and camaraderie amongst 
members.   
 

Where we live: Members live all over the North 
East and beyond, including from Benalla, 
Beechworth, Corowa, Glenrowan, Milawa, Albury, 
Wodonga, Wangaratta, Goorambat, Tatong, 
Langwarrin, Molyullah, Myrtleford, Mount Beauty, 
Mulwala, Yarrawonga, Stanhope, Violet Town, 
Melbourne, Rosebud and Overseas (England).  
 

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club is 
a member of the Victorian Association 
of Four Wheel Drive Clubs.   
 
Affiliations: Members of our club are 

proud to be part of the Adopt a Hut Program and 
work with Parks Victoria to look after Top Crossing 
and Lake Cobbler huts. 
We are also affiliated with the South Coast Four 
Wheel Drive Club based at Wollongong, and the 
Four Wheel Drive Club of WA.  Current members 
of the respective clubs are entitled to Reciprocal 
Membership.  
 
   Membership: Single or family $100.00 p.a.        

 
General Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, generally at the North East Car Club Rooms, 
Tarrawingee Recreation Reserve, commencing 8.00pm.  There is no meeting in January.  Please refer to the 
club calendar. Visitors are always most welcome.                                        

Track Torque: Newsletter Contributions may be forwarded to … 
 

Editor :  Andrew Brown           

 0414 397 802  :    editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au  

Editorial Deadline – Usually 1st of the month.  This is your newsletter so be a part of 
it and send any articles of interest, comments, birthdays, etc, to the editor. 
Advertising:  $100.00/yr.  Please contact the editor for further details.   

 

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editor or of Wangaratta 

Four Wheel Drive Club Inc. The editor reserves the right to delete any section of any article, or reject any article, which has 

been sent in for publication in the Newsletter.  

 
Front Cover: Wang 4X4 Club Birthday Bash near Beechworth…Saturday in the woods… 
 

 

       

 

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club          
Committee Members 

 
President                                   Tom Barnard 
Vice President                             Andrew Brown 
Secretary                                         Kate Burke 
Treasurer                                     Helene Martin 
 
4WD Victorian Representative     Chris Penniceard 
Membership Officer                         Steve Fuller 
Merchandise Officer                        Peter Burke 
Newsletter Editor                          Andrew Brown 
Property Officer                       Graeme Martin 
Publicity Officer                               Kate Burke 
Trip Coordinator                            Damian O’Connor 
Minutes Secretary                            Bill Willett 
Committee Member                         Glenn Norton  
Committee Member                         Richard Rhodes 
 
Non Committee Positions  
               
Training Coordinator                       Tom Barnard 
Sergeant at Arms                            Damian O’Connor 
First Aid Officer                          Richard Rhodes 
Social Co-ordinator                     Damian O’Connor 
Web Master                                     Paul L’Huillier 
 
  
 WEBSITE:  www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au  

mailto:editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au
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The Presidents’ Page 
 
Hello Members and Friends, 
 
It has been just one week since the club's 2015 Birthday Bash.  
 
What a success it was! I would like to openly and personally thank the entire committee and all others who 
were involved in making the weekend a raging success. With special mention to our trip coordinator Damo for 
coordinating the event. Peter Burke, Kate Burke & Barry Burns for getting a 6x4 trailer load of wood to keep 
us warm all weekend. Our caterers Graeme & Helene Martin, from Alpine Gourmet Goodies, for the 
wonderful catering and Jason Maroney for coming out to give us a talk around the campfire about his 
experiences, challenges and achievements as a local, Gold medal winning Paralympian. 
 
With the format of the Birthday Bash this year being a little different from the late traditions, the committee 
was keen to see how things went. We were thrown a curve ball from the weather gods, hence the decision to 
move the main venue to a dryer and more comfortable location. I would like to thank those members who 
warmly welcomed this change at short notice. It is because of you that we had the great, fun filled weekend 
that we did. We are thinking of doing a similar format in years to come (perhaps even moving the weekend to 
a warmer time of the year). Any feedback would be greatly appreciated! 
 
When the weather becomes more favourable we will be holding a training weekend of sorts. It will be one of 
these three setups… 
 
1. Our usual training weekend with intent to bring all members up to speed with the club’s requirement 
of basic proficiencies. (We would require at least 2 new members who don't have their basic training to run 
this format). 
 
2. 'Vehicle Familiarisation Training'. A more “one on one” approach with the club’s instructors going over 
each individual’s vehicle, giving a basic understanding of what you need to know about your vehicle and its 
functions, in order to better prepare for a safe enjoyable trip. Also, we would be covering basic driving 
techniques, stall recoveries, drive through braking and all other minimum skills areas. 
 
3. 'Basic Proficiencies Refresher'. A format combining both of the above options targeted at ALL members 
who wish to partake. 
  
Things are getting very exciting with such a successful Birthday weekend but once again we are urging 
members to put up their hands to lead trips. We simply just cannot rely on the same people leading trips all the 
time. It is fun and exciting leading your own trip and brings great satisfaction on completion with a job well 
done. There are many members who are able to help you with trip leading planning. All you have to do is ask 
(and remember, the trip leader is never wrong). 
 
The new 'Members Only' Facebook page is working fantastically! 
 
 There has been a lot of very positive interaction, some great photos being put up and importantly lots of 
memories being shared.  
 
I am looking forward to heading out on the tracks again and I know you are too.  
 
See you out there 
 
Pres (Tom) 
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                                                            CLUB APPAREL 
 
Club Tee Shirts, badges, jumpers, windcheaters, etc. are available from STEER Clothing – 15 Baker St, 
Wangaratta [new address]. Contact person is Bruce Steer. Phone: 03 5721 7773.  
(The club shirt should be a dark green with gold embroidery. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Club Badges 

 
New Club Members who have not yet received their Club badges or any other club member who would like 
to order new badges at $10.00 each, please email Peter Burke (Burkey) our Merchandizing Officer and let 
him know exactly what you require. Burkey’s email address is: bettabuilt@westnet.com.au 
 

Member’s Page   Open Forum 

 

Hello everyone, 

                            Just a reŵiŶder to follow oŶ froŵ ŵy iŶtroductioŶ of the ͞OpeŶ Foruŵ͟ iŶ the August 2012 

newsletter, please feel free to contact me if you have something 

to sell through the club or have an idea you would like to have 

discussed at the General Meeting or brought to the Committee. 

(Please send newsletter advertisements straight to the Editor. 

Email address above.)  

 

My contact details are: Mobile: 0412 664 922 

                                          Home:  (03)5752 1292                           

                                          Email: gr.ht.martin@hotmail.com 

Graeme   

 

                                       

 

 

 

 
                Photo: Val ͞airing down͟, ready for Saturday’s mud! 

 

 

 

mailto:gr.ht.martin@hotmail.com
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Wangaratta 4X4 Club 

General Meeting 12
th

 May, 2015 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 

Present: As per Attendance Book. 
 
Apologies: Allan & Jeanette Wallace, Noel & Virginia Robinson, The Abotomey’s, Graeme & Helene 
Martin, Bruce Gooday, John Sullivan, Richard Rhodes, John Haring, Tim Meek, Chris Penniceard, Paul 
Kelly, Ian Barry, Noel & Irene Ham. 
 
Minutes of Previous Meeting: 

Moved Steve Fuller/Monica French that minutes of previous meeting be confirmed.         
  Carried. 

 
Business Arising:  Nil. 
 
Guest Speaker:  Steve Fuller gave a comprehensive explanation about New Facebook Page for the Club. 

 Closed Group.  

 Only accessible by members. 

 Good way of showing the history of the club. 

 Good for short notice trips. 

 Excellent for interaction between members. E.G. Tim Meek put up a post and 16 replies, the first 
within a minute of the posting. 

 Steve Fuller is the Administrator. 

 To connect, Google Wangaratta 4x4 Club. (Members Only). Ask for entry and Steve will check your 
name against the financial list and allow entry. 

 Can’t be used for advertising etc. 
 Will still be able to access old Facebook page for general conversations from both within the club and 

outside the club. 
 
Correspondence In: 

 Newsletter Cross Country Jeep. 

 Echo of the Mountains. 

 FWDV 40th Birthday trips. Some 15 trips to choose from. 
 
Correspondence Out: 

 ARB Albury asked to change their Ad. Confirmation of new Advertisement. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
General account has a credit Balance of $9,458.98 
Deposit Accounts have credit balances of $2,469.90 
 

Moved Monica French/Peter Burke that Treasurer’s report be adopted.            
 Carried. 
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General Business: 

Committee Meeting started half hour earlier and worked well. May try it for general meetings to get home a 
little earlier. 

 

Trip Reports: 

 Damo advised of the Club’s Birthday Bash in the Buckland Valley. Well advertised on website as well 
as through emails. 

 Need more trip leaders. 

 Any suggestions as to where to go or what members want to see? 
 

Open Forum: 

 Neville French advised he has spare parts from 1985 Hilux for sale. 

 Andrew Brown asked about battery Chargers C-Tec v Projecta etc. Good conversation re this. Also 
that battery packs are a good piece of equipment to carry.  

 Glen Norton advised that all batterys need to be placed on a wooden, non-conductive block and not on 
a concrete floor. Also that a cheap Aldi charger worth $15 is better than nothing. 

 

Meeting Closed:   9.23pm. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      David Suffield            Licensed Plumber 

  41 Suffield Lane,  Moyhu Lic. No: 43228  
 

 Roofing   Maintenance & Repairs 

 Gasfitting   New Buildings  

 Stormwater   Renovations 

 Water Supply 

 Air Conditioning   General Welding 

 Sewers      also available              

 Irrigation 
   

          Servicing Wangaratta, Benalla, Myrtleford and surrounding areas. 
 

Tel: (03)5727 9535             0428 279 535 
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Victorian High Country Huts Association 
VHCHA 

For information about huts please visit the VHCHA website : http://www.vhcha.org.au 
This site has further information on the Victorian High country huts and activities associated with each area.  
Our club is a member of this organisation, with Chris Penniceard our representative. 
 

FOUR WHEEL DRIVE VICTORIA  

  
           Driving In A Sustainable Environment 

          For more information visit the website: www.fwdvictoria.org.au 
 

 
FWDV Delegates Brief Sheet to be read out at Club Meetings, and printed in Club Magazines  

 

REGISTERED TRAINING ORGANISATION STATUS RENEWED 

Four Wheel Drive Victoria's status as an RTO has been formally renewed. Given a recent 
crackdown by authorities on 'Certificates for Cash' being offered by some unscrupulous 
RTOs there was some concern that the general tightening of registration rules may have 
impacted on FWDV's ability to renew its licence. 
 
The new rules do see some changes to the Association's program. Courses previously run 
for the mining industry have been dropped primarily due to a lack of instructors with the now 
required mining industry experience. However, courses more akin to the needs of the four-
wheel-drive community, such as the basic and advanced driver training and chainsaw 
courses, are once again available. While instructors for these courses now need to hold a 
higher level of technical qualification, FWDV is working with its instructors to ensure that 
these requirements are met by the end of the year. 
 
FWDV acknowledges the invaluable input of Garry Doyle and Hugh McLaren who 
contributed their expertise to the Association's RTO re-registration process. Their efforts 
have ensured the continuation operation of the RTO which is both a valuable income 
contributor and an important asset. 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

                            
FINANCIAL UPDATE for 4WD Vic 
The Association remains on target to meet its estimates for the financial year. Following 
some budgetary misadventures in recent years the new board and management have 
worked hard to ensure that the Association now operates within its means. As a result of this 
tighter control Association affiliation fees for next year have been set at $48,being an 
increase of only $1 (equivalent to the agreed Melbourne CPI, rounded up). 

 
 

 
 
 

http://www.vhcha.org.au/
http://www.vafwdc.org.au/
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Regards,                                                                  
 

 

 Wayne Hevey   
  General Manager 

 

Four Wheel Drive Victoria 

 
RSL Hall, 2 Centre Way, 
Balwyn North VIC 3104 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Off To The Cape” 
 
 
Hello from North Queensland, home of big hats, big rigs and big distances, ay.   
 
We've had a great trip up so far. Have had a few long days on the road but have offset the tiredness by staying in the 
same place for several days.   
 
We visited Carnarvon Gorge, a really lovely place with diverse and interesting features - sandstone gorge with pockets 
of rain forest.  Next stopping place was Undara Volcanic Lava Tubes National Park.  We loved it there, camped 
amongst the bush surrounded by beautiful bush, birds and friendly animals.  The lava tubes were fascinating from a 
geological viewpoint.  We have done lots of walking in both places.  Mostly it was cold in the nights, so we were tucked 
up inside our camper, playing some hard fought games of scrabble. 
 
We are now in Cairns which is gorgeous, but very steamy. You can't have rain forest without rain and the last couple of 
days have been marred by a couple of events - one day of constant drizzle and a very distressing environmental 
catastrophe inside our small camper. Hazard a guess if you will, as to what it was.  I don't even like to think about it, let 
alone mention it!  However, with much angst and every cleaning product available, I have managed to overcome the 
problem. 
 
We visited the reef by boat and had a trip around Green 
Island in a submarine with glass sides to see the fish and the 
coral.  Trip out was rough - 98% of travellers were Chinese 
and mostly vomiting into paper bags.   
 
The highlight of our time here so far has been the train trip to 
Kuranda and back on the sky rail.  It was really great walking 
through the rain forest and learning the history of the railway 
line. There are such colourful, tropical plants here, the like of 
which I have never seen.  
 
Today all of our fellow travellers arrive and we resupply food 
here, and head of to the Cape on Wednesday.   
 
Will keep in touch when we can. 
 
Love 
 
Rob and Les xx 
 

                              Photo: Undara’s  friendly animals? 
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WANGARATTA 4WD CLUB 
 

BIRTHDAY BASH 2015 TRIP REPORT 

 
Due to the unforeseen weather we had before the Club’s Birthday Bash weekend, our committee 
met the Tuesday night before the weekend to make some decisions. It was decided that the best 
and safest alternative for all members participating on the weekend would be to change the venue 
to the clubrooms at the N.E.C.C. (North Eastern Car Club) in Tarrawingee.  
 
The weather forecast for the Buckland Valley the days before indicated plenty of rain and the 
forecast to be a lot wetter over the planned weekend. With 15-20 vehicles expected over the 2-3 
days it would more than likely have left an impact on the camp ground. It also would possibly have 
be more dangerous for our caterers to do their job safely in such conditions. 
 

FRIDAY EVENING 29TH OF MAY, 
Friday evening saw about 10 or 12 members arrive at the clubrooms to set up camp and have a few 
yarns and refreshments around the camp fire to start off the big weekend. 
  

SATURDAY 30TH 
OF MAY  
Saturday morning 
saw most of the 
members that were 
joining in on the clubs 
birthday celebrations 
arrive and set up 
camp. 14 vehicles  
 
 
Photos: Saturday before the trip the vehicles assembled… 

 
lead by Tom 
and Tim, 
headed off on 
the first drive at 
around 
11:30am 
travelling 
towards 
Beechworth. 

Whilst we played around on the tracks amongst the pines we came across one track in particular 
which was a challenge for some and a little bit hair raising for others (ask Steve Fuller).  
We eventually headed back to camp via Yackandandah to arrive there just after 3:30pm Our own 
master chefs Graeme and Helene from "ALPINE GOURMET GOODIES" had a nice spread of 
nibbles waiting for the hungry mob on their return. Around the camp fire there were a few stories 
told of the drive just completed. 
 

SATURDAY NIGHT 

Saturday night saw about 36 members and three visitors sit down in the clubrooms to a nice 
cooked roast dinner and dessert prepared by Graeme and Helene. Andrew Brown and Steve Fuller 
set up and displayed photos on the big TV screen from the day’s drive. Thanks to Andrew Brown 
and Kerry O'Connor for taking the photos. In between our dinner and dessert we had a little raffle — 
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                                   Photo: Steve having a ‘moment’… 
 
$1 a ticket or 3 for $2. A few committee members donated 
prizes and we kept drawing out tickets from a hat until all the 
prizes were gone. Out of the 36 members and three visitors 
we had a total of $132.00 raised in the raffle which will go to 
improving club gear. 
 

Later on in the evening we all gathered around the camp fire 
and were introduced to our guest speaker - our own local 
Gold Medal winning Para Olympian shooter Jason Maroney. 
You could hear a pin drop it was that quiet whilst Jason was 
telling us his story about his life and the adventures he had 
going overseas participating as a Para Olympian. After 
Jason had finished talking, 13 eager vehicles lined up to do 
a night drive through the back tracks of Eldorado and to play 
in some mud. After arriving back at camp we had more 
stories to tell around the campfire. 
 
Photo: A great dinner with club veteran Neville French 
showing us all how to attack an obstacle (TV)… 

  

SUNDAY 31ST OF MAY 

On Sunday morning we woke up to the smell of bacon 
and eggs and baked beans on toast served up again 
by none other than Graeme and Helene. They had 
done a magnificent job feeding all us members over 
the weekend, (some members often went back for 
seconds for all the meals it was that good) – not 
naming names. 
 

 
Photo: Traffic Jam in the playpen… 
 
 
Whilst a lot of the members packed up camp after breaky, seven vehicles lined up for the Sunday 
drive to tackle more tracks around the Carboor/Lake Buffalo area. As we got closer to the tracks the 
sky was getting darker. It was already wet around there and the tracks were challenging enough 
before the sky started to open up with more rain. One vehicle had came to grief with steering 
problems half way up a slippery track making the recovery more interesting but in the end it was a 
successful recovery. A bit of a mechanical repair was needed on the side of the track. We had 
managed to get the vehicle mobile again and back home safely along with the rest of the members. 
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Photo: After a few attempts, the hill won this time. Excellent 
driver skills safely returned this Navara to the track below… 
 
 
Photo: The peace before the storm (right)… 
 

 
 
 
 I would like to say a big thank you to our own committee members in Graeme and Helene Martin 
from "ALPINE GOURMET GOODIES" for the catering on the weekend; to our President Tom 
Barnard and Tim Meek for leading the trips all weekend; to Peter and Kate Burke as well as Barry 
Burns for the firewood they supplied to keep us all warm around the camp fire; to Andrew Brown 
and Kerry O'Connor for the photos that were displayed Saturday night while eating dinner and Steve 
Fuller for helping set that up as well.  
 
Photo: Graeme and Helene preparing a sumptuous meal... 

 
 
                          
                                      Photo: Hot fire, warm feet… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Another big “thank you” to Jason Maroney for being our Birthday 
Bash guest speaker. We don’t often get a chance to have a Para 
Olympian as a guest so, thanks again Jason.   
 
Finally, to the committee members who donated a prize for the 
raffle and everyone else that helped and came to make this 
Birthday Bash Weekend a huge success. 
Cheers, 
 
Damo (trip co-ordinator) 
9 June 2015 
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                                          Photo: “Damo” hits the tuff stuff and wins…                                                            
 
                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Photo: Steve…you have to be joking! That’s a Fine…            Photo below: Tuff but fun…. 
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CLUB CALENDAR 2014    

 
Remember club trips are not set in stone so there will be times when trip dates will be changed to 
suit members and the weather.   
 

2015 – Trip & Event Calendar 
Date Trip/Event Location Rating Contact Notes 

June 

Jun 5-8 4WD Victoria’s 
40th Anniversary 

Mansfield 
Showgrounds 

 

X 

4WD Vic website: 

<http://www.fwdvictoria.org.
au/default0.asp?First=> 

Program includes: 
trips, dinner & lots 

of socialising.. 

Tue 9 June Monthly 

General Meeting 
NE Car 

Clubrooms, 
Nolan Rd 

Tarrawingee 
Recreation 

Reserve 

-------- The Secretary: 
Email: 

<info@wangaratta4x4club.org.au
> 

Tel: (03) 5762 8196 
 

7:30pm for a 8pm 
start 

July 

Sat 25 & Sun 26 
July  

Trips out from 
the base camp 

AH YOUNG 
camp ground-

Buckland 
Valley 

X➙
X 

Tom Barnard: 
Email: 

<thomasbarnard@gmail.com> 
Mob: 0466 185 464 

Trip rating depends 
on weather. 

August 

Aug 21-23 National 4x4 
Outdoors Fishing 

Boating Expo 

Melbourne 
Showgrounds 

-------- Website: 
<http://4x4show.com.au/MEL

/> 

9am-6pm for 3 
days. Entry fee: 

$18, kids under 15 
years free. 

November 

Sat 28 Nov Christmas 
Breakup 

TBA -------- The Secretary: 
Email: 

<info@wangaratta4x4club.org.au
> 

Tel: (03) 5762 8196 

 

*TBA = To Be Announced                          Last update: 29/4/2015 

Trip Grading 

GREEN (X) — Easy — Sealed roads or good unsealed tracks with limited 4WDriving expected. 
 

BLUE (X) — Medium — Low range may be needed with a snatch recovery possible. Obstacles and hazards should  
negotiated by vehicles without assistance, although some assistance maybe required. 
 

BLACK (X) — Difficult — Steep or rutted terrain. Considerable low range driving. Snatch or winch recoveries maybe  
required. Minimum tyre requirement – All Terrain or better but more aggressive tyres maybe specified at the discretion of the trip leader. 
 

Double BLACK (XX) — Extreme —Steep, rutted terrain or rock hopping will be encountered. Winch and aggressive tyres are mandatory on all 
vehicles. 

 

Ed: Check out the website (www.wangaratta 4x4club.org.au) for the latest details of up-coming trips… 

       Want to lead your own trip, contact Damo and he will get you going…email: damnkez@people.net.au 

 

P.S. Thanks to all the contributors this month, the articles and photos are great…well done. I am holding 

back two excellent articles for next month but keep them rolling in please. 

 

P.P.S. Note Club dues are, due this month… 

 

mailto:info@wangaratta4x4club.org.au
mailto:info@wangaratta4x4club.org.au
mailto:info@wangaratta4x4club.org.au
mailto:info@wangaratta4x4club.org.au
mailto:info@wangaratta4x4club.org.au
mailto:damnkez@people.net.au
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Advertiser’s Section 
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Squires Sports & Mowers 
Sales & Repairs 
Mowers, Brushcutters, Chainsaws, Wood Heaters & Bicycles 
 

Trevor & Terese Squires 
53 Nunn Street, Benalla 3672 
Phone/Fax: 03 5762 2519 
E-Mail: squiressportsmowers@bigpond.com 
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