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WANGARATTA 4X4 CLUB  

 
 
 
 

The Wangaratta 4WD Club has evolved from a 
few members in 1983, to a membership of over 80.   
The Club is made up of individuals and families 
who are interested in responsible Four Wheel 
Driving.   There is no restriction on the make or 
type of four wheel drive vehicle, and there is 
always plenty of variety and camaraderie amongst 
members.   
 

Where we live: Members live all over the North 
East and beyond, including from Benalla, 
Beechworth, Corowa, Glenrowan, Milawa, Albury, 
Wodonga, Wangaratta, Goorambat, Tatong, 
Langwarrin, Molyullah, Myrtleford, Mount Beauty, 
Mulwala, Yarrawonga, Stanhope, Violet Town, 
Melbourne, Rosebud and Overseas (England).  
 

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club is 
a member of the Victorian Association 
of Four Wheel Drive Clubs.   
 
Affiliations: Members of our club are 

proud to be part of the Adopt a Hut Program and 
work with Parks Victoria to look after Top Crossing 
and Lake Cobbler huts. 
We are also affiliated with the South Coast Four 
Wheel Drive Club based at Wollongong, and the 
Four Wheel Drive Club of WA.  Current members 
of the respective clubs are entitled to Reciprocal 
Membership.  
 
   Membership: Single or family $100.00 p.a.        
 

General Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, generally at the North East Car Club Rooms, 
Tarrawingee Recreation Reserve, commencing 8.00pm.  There is no meeting in January.  Please refer to the 
club calendar. Visitors are always most welcome.                                        

Track Torque: Newsletter Contributions may be forwarded to … 
 

Editor :  Andrew Brown           

 0414 397 802  :    editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au  

Editorial Deadline – Usually 1st of the month.  This is your newsletter so be a part of 
it and send any articles of interest, comments, birthdays, etc, to the editor. 
Advertising:  $100.00/yr.  Please contact the editor for further details.   

 

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editor or of Wangaratta 

Four Wheel Drive Club Inc. The editor reserves the right to delete any section of any article, or reject any article, which has 

been sent in for publication in the Newsletter.  

 
Front Cover: “The Snatch Recovery”, Craig teaching us all the safety issues…(See story inside) 

 

       

 

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club          
Committee Members 

 
President                                   Tom Barnard 
Vice President                             Andrew Brown 
Secretary                                         Kate Burke 
Treasurer                                     Helene Martin 
 
4WD Victorian Representative     Vacant 
Membership Officer                         TBC 
Merchandise Officer                        Peter Burke 
Newsletter Editor                          Andrew Brown 
Property Officer                       Graeme Martin 
Publicity Officer                               Kate Burke 
Trip Coordinator                            Damian O’Connor 
Minutes Secretary                            Bill Willett 
Committee Member                         Glenn Norton  
Committee Member                         Richard Rhodes 
Committee Member                         John Haring 
 
Non Committee Positions  
               
Training Coordinator                       Tom Barnard 
Sergeant at Arms                            Damian O’Connor 
First Aid Officer                          Richard Rhodes 
Social Co-ordinator                     Damian O’Connor 
Web Master                                     Paul L’Huillier 
 
  
 WEBSITE:  www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au  

mailto:editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au
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The Presidents’ Page 
 

 
 
 

Good afternoon members & friends, 

 

It has been a quiet month for the club. This has been a good time for the committee to tie up some loose 

ends.  

 

Earlier in October we had a very successful training weekend run by Craig Cheetham, Noel Ham, Barry 

Richardson & David Blore... On behalf of the committee and the Club, I would like to express a sincere thank 

you to Craig and the crew for running the weekend. I have received a lot of very positive feedback from 

those who attended. In total we had 15 people attend the weekend. 

 

Don't forget our Christmas raffle which is proudly supported by ARB Albury and Adventure Camping & 

Complete Angler Wangaratta.  

 

First prize is an ARB Essentials Recovery Kit valued at over $300  

Second prize is a $100 fuel voucher  

Third prize is a $60 voucher to spend in store at Adventure Camping & Complete Angler Wangaratta.  

 

Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5, to be drawn at our Christmas breakup meeting on December the 8th. 

 

Craig has teed up a representative from ARB Albury to come speak at our February meeting. We have had 

ARB come a few times in the past and they have always been very informative and exciting presentations. 

DoŶ’t ŵiss this ŵeetiŶg, the first for ϮϬϭ6. 
 

At the end of this month Burkey and Kate will be leading this year’s Christmas break up weekend. They have 

just come back from a weekend at the Edi Cuttig doing a recce run. Full details and pre-trip report will be out 

very soon.  

 

At next month’s general meeting we will be having a BBQ starting at 6pm. As per usual bring your own 

dinner. The club will have the BBQ hot and ready. We will also be having a couple of members bring some of 

their camping aŶd 4ǆ4’s to proudlǇ ͞show and tell͟. 

 

I will have to tender my apologies for this month’s meeting. Zoe and the baby are progressing well and we 

are expecting to meet the little man any day now. Fingers crossed, I will be able to get to the next meeting 

and see you all before Christmas. 

 

That's it for now.  

 

Hope to see you soon. 

 

Pres 

 

 Ed: Toŵ aŶd Zoe, I’ŵ sure I speak for the whole Đluď iŶ this footnote. Best wishes to you all. We will be 

thinking of you and the future ͞BarŶard faŵilǇ͟.  
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                                                              CLUB APPAREL 
 
Club Tee Shirts, badges, jumpers, windcheaters, etc. are available from STEER Clothing – 15 Baker St, 
Wangaratta [new address]. Contact person is Bruce Steer. Phone: 03 5721 7773.  
(The club shirt should be a dark green with gold embroidery. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Club Badges 

 
New Club Members who have not yet received their Club badges or any other club member who would like 
to order new badges at $10.00 each, please email Peter Burke (Burkey) our Merchandizing Officer and let 
him know exactly what you require. Burkey’s email address is: bettabuilt@westnet.com.au 
 

Member’s Page   Open Forum 

 

Hello everyone, 

                            Just a reŵiŶder to follow oŶ froŵ ŵǇ iŶtroduĐtioŶ of the ͞OpeŶ Foruŵ͟ iŶ the August 2012 

newsletter, please feel free to contact me if you have something to sell through the club or have an idea you 

would like to have discussed at the General Meeting or brought to the Committee. (Please send newsletter 

advertisements straight to the Editor. Email address above.)  

My contact details are: Mobile: 0412 664 922 

                                          Home:  (03)5752 1292                           

                                          Email: 

gr.ht.martin@hotmail.com 

 

Graeme   

 

                                       

 

 

 

 
                 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gr.ht.martin@hotmail.com
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Wangaratta 4X4 Club 

General Meeting 13
th

 October, 2015 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 

Present:   As per attendance Book. 
 
Apologies: K. Burke, G & H Martin, A. Brown, Ian Barry, Bruce Gooday, John Sullivan, Frank Stephens,  
 
Visitors Welcomed: Tom welcomed guests Beryl & John Strang who are interested in joining. 
 
Minutes of Previous meeting: 

Moved Monica French/Peter Burke that minutes of previous meeting be confirmed.          
 Carried. 

 

Business arising from previous minutes: Nil 
 
Correspondence In: 
Four Wheel Drive Victoria invoice 
Various advertising 
Western 4wder magazine 
High Country Huts membership renewal 
Vic Roads trailer rego 
Wagner family re intention to join 
Badges invoice 
Echo from the mountain magazine 
Email from Parks Vic ranger Chris Clarke thanking club for Cobbler hut working be 
 
Correspondence Out: 
Email to 4wdVic re: clarification of pro-rata membership  
 
Treasurers report: 

 General account has a credit Balance of $9,824.73 

 Deposit account 1 has credit balance of $1,581.67 (sinking fund) 

 Deposit account 2 has credit balance of $1,458.71 
 

Accounts for payment 

Nil 
Treasurers report Moved by Monica French seconded by Damo.            

 Carried. 

Up Coming Trips: 

 
Training weekend. Craig Cheetham mentioned a 7:30 start at the Club rooms for the theory. 9am start at 
Eldorado for practical 
Show Us Your Wheels  Sat Oct 17th 
Top Crossing Hut working bee 7&8th Oct 
Christmas camp at Edi Cutting Sat 28th November 
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Open Forum: Nil 
 
General Business: 
Christmas raffle –ARB Albuy sponsored essesntials recovery kit valued at over $300 

- $100 Fuel voucher (sponsored by the club) 
- $60 Voucher (sponsored by Adventure camping & Complete Angler Wangaratta) 

To be drawn at December meeting BBQ 
 

Trip Reports: 
Cobbler Hut working bee Craig reported 11 people in total 

- Replaced & cleaned slabs 
- Cleaned out fireplace 
- Sealed holes in roof 
- Picked up rubbish 
- Drove home via Abbeyards  rd 

 
Monster Trucks Damo reported as very loud, need ear muffs. Spectacular  
 
Seargent of arms: 

Damo collected fines 
 
Meeting Closed:   20:37 
 
Virginia & Noel Robinson gave trip report with photos and videos of their recent trip. 
 
P.S. A big thanks to Sue Abotomey for being the Meeting Minutes recorder for this month. 
 

 

Photo Below: Cluď ŵeŵďer’s DaŵiaŶ O’CoŶŶor aŶd Noel Robinson showed their vehicles at the 

WaŶgaratta ͞Show Us Your Wheels͟ iŶ the ŵorŶiŶg ďefore rejoiŶiŶg the traiŶiŶg weekeŶd. Thanks guys. 
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Victorian High Country Huts Association 
VHCHA 

For information about huts please visit the VHCHA website : http://www.vhcha.org.au 
This site has further information on the Victorian High country huts and activities associated with each area.  
Our club is a member of this organisation, with Chris Penniceard our representative. 
 

FOUR WHEEL DRIVE VICTORIA  

  
           Driving In A Sustainable Environment 

          For more information visit the website: www.fwdvictoria.org.au 
 

 

FWDV Delegates Brief Sheet to be read out at Club Meetings, and printed in Club Magazines. 

Ed: This is an abbreviation of 4WDVic’s notes sent earlier this month… 
 
 
 
FWDVic Events in November 2015 
 
 
Annual General Meeting 2015: 9th of November at Balwyn Office 
 
Annual Report tabled: 6th November, 2015 
 
First Aid Course due to held 14th November:  Cancelled 
 
 
Ed: This ends this month’s FWDVic’s notes. 
 
      _________________________________________ 
 

            David Suffield            Licensed Plumber 

  41 Suffield Lane,  Moyhu Lic. No: 43228  
 

 Roofing   Maintenance & Repairs 

 Gasfitting   New Buildings  

 Stormwater   Renovations 

 Water Supply 

 Air Conditioning   General Welding 

 Sewers      also available              

 Irrigation 
   

          Servicing Wangaratta, Benalla, Myrtleford and surrounding areas. 
 

Tel: (03)5727 9535             0428 279 535 
 

 

http://www.vhcha.org.au/
http://www.vafwdc.org.au/
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                                       Training Weekend for the Club at Tarrawingee and Eldorado 

 
Trainers: Craig Cheetham, Noel Ham, David Blore and Barry Richardson 

 

 Here are a few photos of the Saturday Practical training held at the sand pits near the lake just outside 

Eldorado. 

 

Photo: Gear laid out for us to learn 

aďout… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Craig teaching important 

changes and improvements in 4WD 

desigŶ aŶd perforŵaŶĐe… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Photo: Snow chains and how to fits 

theŵ… 
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       Photo: Safety and winch recovery… 

 

 

Photo: The ͞turfer͟ is for youŶg ŵeŶ…safe, but slow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Photo: Barry sŶatĐhes Craig out of ŵud hole uŶder direĐtioŶ… 

Thanks to all who attended, Irene Ham and Kirsten Cheetham, and the daǇs traiŶers…Great joď, well doŶe. ;EdͿ. 
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CLUB CALENDAR 2015    
Remember club trips are not set in stone so there will be times when trip dates will be changed to suit members and the 
weather.   

 
 

2015 – Trip & Event Calendar 
Date Trip/Event Location Rating Contact Notes 

November 

Sat 7 & Sun 8 Nov Top Crossing Hut – 
repairs. 

Postponed due to 

inclement weather 

and high river 

levels. 

South of Whitfield 
on the King River 

X 
Damian O’Connor 

E: damnkez@people.net.au 

Mob: 0417 526 175 

Weekend camping 
trip. A new date will 
be organised ASAP 

and members 
notified. 

Tue 10 Nov Monthly General 

Meeting 

NE Car Clubrooms, 
Nolan Rd 

Tarrawingee 
Recreation Reserve 

-------- The Secretary: 
E: 

info@wangaratta4x4club.org.au 
Tel: (03) 5762 8196 

 

7:30pm for a 8pm 
start. 

 

14-15 Nov ONESIE Trip Rubicon State 
Forest 

X 
Kate Burke: 

E: 
info@wangaratta4x4club.org.au 

Tel: (03) 5762 8196 
 

Easy and Social 
drive. Meet 

W’worths Benalla 
10am 

Meet Sat 28 Nov Christmas Breakup Edi Cutting 
Wang-Whitfield rd 
LHS approaching 

Edi  

-------- The Secretary: 
Email: 

info@wangaratta4x4club.org.au 
Tel: (03) 5762 8196 

Easy driving. 
Meet at Edi 

Cutting 
campground, 
next to river. 

2016 

February 

Tue 9 Feb Monthly General 

Meeting 
NE Car Clubrooms, 

Nolan Rd 
Tarrawingee 

Recreation Reserve 

-------- The Secretary: 
E: 

info@wangaratta4x4club.org.au 
Tel: (03) 5762 8196 

 

7:30pm for a 8pm 
start. 

Guest Speaker: 
Michael Bruce (ARB) 

 

Sat 27 & Sun 28 A Gastronomic 
Delights Tour 

TBA* X 
Dave & Fiona Van Zanten 

E: 4wd@dcabs.com.au 
Mob: 0400 936 113 

 
Refer to September ‘Track 
Torque’ for more details. 

Combined trip with 
Wang 4x4 Club trip 
& Albury -Wodonga 

4WD Club 

*TBA = To Be Announced                          Last update: 5/11/2015 

Trip Grading 

GREEN (X) — Easy — Sealed roads or good unsealed tracks with limited 4WDriving expected. 
 

BLUE (X) — Medium — Low range may be needed with a snatch recovery possible. Obstacles and hazards should  
negotiated by vehicles without assistance, although some assistance maybe required. 
 

BLACK (X) — Difficult — Steep or rutted terrain. Considerable low range driving. Snatch or winch recoveries maybe  
required. Minimum tyre requirement – All Terrain or better but more aggressive tyres maybe specified at the discretion of the trip leader. 
 

Double BLACK (XX) — Extreme —Steep, rutted terrain or rock hopping will be encountered. Winch and aggressive tyres are mandatory on all 
vehicles. 

 
 
 

mailto:4wd@dcabs.com.au
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Pre-Trip Report 
 

 

    Craigs Hut and 

surrounds Tailgate 

Campers Visit 
14th – 16th November 

Trip Leader:               Noel Ham:  0438 641 282 
Tail-end  Charlie:       Les McLean:   5766 6384 
 Emerg.  Contact:       Gerry Lomer:  0417 516 377 
 

Trip Details:   Easy to Medium 
 
A group of Tailgate camper owners will be visiting the High Country and shown around 
some of the sites in the area.   Any other club members who would like to assist on the day 
are welcome.   
 

     Start:           Meet at Mansfield at 9.30am 
Saturday:   Coffee, Fuel up and travel into Craigs Hut via Razorback Hut.  (Easy) 
Sunday:     Cobbler Hut, Abbeyard, Beveridges Station  (Easy-Med) 
Monday:    Mt Murray, Sugarloaf area  (Easy-Med) 
Conclude: Bright around 4.00pm Monday 

 
Requirements: 

 

All terrain tyres in good condition 
Full tank ex Mansfield  
Basic Recovery Gear   
UHF Radio:  Ch. 14 

 

PRETRIP REPORT: 
 Camp at Edi Cutting Saturday 28th to Sunday 29th of November. 

 
There will be a drive after lunch Saturday to Powers Lookout, one of the huts and a 
walk to Paradise Falls before returning for dinner Saturday night then another drive 
Sunday morning after breakfast. 
Members will need to bring their camping gear, either swags, tents, camper trailers or 
even caravans can get into the camp grounds at Edi cutting. (Whitfield Rd). There is 
sufficient room for all. Bring clothing for all weather and enough food and drinks for 
your selves as well as the odd bit of fishing gear or bathers for a relaxing dip. 
Hope to see all our members there. (All easy driving) Damo 
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Alpine National Park 

Snowy River National Park 
 

November 22-26 
 

Trip Outline: 
This is a High Country trip which will include some challenging tracks and great scenery.  The 
general idea is to approach McKillops Bridge from the west via the Cobberas Trail, then after 

crossing the Snowy River, continuing east through the Bowen Wilderness area before heading 
south through the Snowy River National Park.  Return home will be via Orbost with maybe a visit to 
the Moscow Villa Hut on the way.  Route details will be finalised after track conditions are checked 

with the relevant authorities. 
 

It would be very optimistic to expect five days of fine weather in that area of the High Country so 
although we will start out with a proposed route for the five days, plans will change according to 

weather conditions and the fire danger situation.  The trip will be cancelled if rain is forecast. 
 

Trip Standard: 
Some tracks are rated ‘difficult’.  No trailers. 

 
Equipment: 

Good A/T or better tyres preferred, standard recovery gear, UHF radio, own first aid kit.   
 

Fuel: 
Refuel at Omeo and Orbost as necessary. 

 
Maps: 

Hema Vic High Country East Sheet; Spatial Vision Dartmouth-Cobberas; Spatial Vision Snowy 
Wilderness; various Rooftops. 

 
Interest: 

Bruce Gooday  57257382 
Maximum of 6 vehicles. 
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Meŵber’s AdvertiseŵeŶts: 

 
 

Fridge Drop Slide_ As New 

Model:    DS 60 

Fridge Tray   870 x 530mm 

Runner length open 1860mm 

Drop     300mm 

Load rating   200KG 

Price      $600.00 

Call  Andy Logan  M: 0458 458 060 or Email: dandyroof@gmail.com 

 
 
 

FOR SALE 

LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 3 

 

2007 S model 2.7L V6 turbo diesel 6 speed auto with adjustable air suspension with terrain 
response system and active rear diff.  
Colour is White with 5 beige leather seats and leather steering wheel. 
It has cruise control and dual zone automatic climate control. 
6 speaker audio system with AM/FM radio and single CD. 
It has ABS, EBA, DSC, ARM and 6 airbags. 
Fully documented service history. 
Cooper Discoverer AT3 tyres (80%) on 17” Alloys 
Tinted windows. 
UHF Radio. 
New long motor with new turbo, EGR valves, high pressure fuel rails, injectors, radiator, thermostat 
and hoses and more fitted at 227,000km. Also new front struts, new tie rod ends, auto trans 
serviced, changed oils in diffs & transfer case. 
Current odometer 260,000km. 

 
$22,000 or reasonable offer.         Phone 0416 181 501 
 
                                        

 

 
  

 

 
  

  

 

 

 

 

mailto:dandyroof@gmail.com
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Advertiser’s Section 
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