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The Wangaratta 4WD Club has evolved from
a few members in 1983, to a membership of
over 80. The Club is made up of individuals
and families who are interested in responsible
Four Wheel Driving. There is no restriction on
the make or type of four wheel drive vehicle,
and there is always plenty of variety and
camaraderie amongst members
Where we live: Members live all over the North
East and beyond, including from Benalla,
Beechworth, Corowa, Glenrowan, Milawa,
Albury, Wodonga, Wangaratta, Goorambat,
Tatong, Langwarrin, Molyullah, Myrtleford,
Mount
Beauty,
Mulwala,
Yarrawonga,
Stanhope, Violet Town, Melbourne, Rosebud
and Overseas (England).

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club is a
member of the Victorian Association of Four
Wheel Drive Clubs.
Affiliations: Members of our club are proud to
be part of the Adopt a Hut Program and work
with Parks Victoria to look after Top Crossing
and Lake Cobbler huts.

We are also affiliated with the South Coast Four Wheel Drive Club based at Wollongong, and the Four
Wheel Drive Club of WA. Current members of the respective clubs are entitled to Reciprocal
Membership.
Membership: Single or family $100.00 p.a. Temporary Membership: $11.00 (Three trips)
General Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, generally at the North East Car Club
Rooms, Tarrawingee Recreation Reserve, commencing 8.00pm. There is no meeting in January.
Please refer to the club calendar. Visitors are always most welcome.
Track Torque: Newsletter Contributions may be forwarded to …
Editor: Fiona van Zanten
 0409 831 511

:

editor@wangarata4x4club.org.au

Editorial Deadline:- 1st of the month
This is your newsletter so be a part of it and send any articles of interest, comments, birthday etc to
the editor.
Advertising: $100/yr. Please contact the editor for further details.

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editor or of Wangaratta
Four Wheel Drive Club Inc. The editor reserves the right to delete any section of any article, or reject any article, which has
been sent in for publication in the Newsletter
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THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
It was great to see the publicity afforded to the club by the Wangaratta Chronicle and a special Thank
You to Bev for putting the article together, well done!
I’ve been watching with interest the recces that Damo has been undertaking in preparation for his
upcoming Ned Kelly trips. It looks as though it will be very well planned and an interesting time seeing
everything and learning some of the history relating to Ned. Keep your eyes out for the dates for these
trips as I’m sure they will be very worthwhile.
We have a number of members away at present seeking warmer weather. For us that need to remain,
lets make the most of the winter. Snow capped views, tracks covered in snow and nice frosty mornings
are something that many people don’t get the chance to see or experience and it is all in our big back
yard!
Dave van Zanten
President

WANGARATTA 4X4 CLUB MEETING
Date - Tuesday 13th June, 2017.
Location — North East Car Club rooms, Nolan Road, Tarrawingee Recreation Reserve.
Time — 7.30 p.m. for an 8.00 p.m. start.
Present
(from
Attendance
Book)
Apologies
Guests

Fiona van Zanten, Dave van Zanten, Beryl Strang, Barry Richardson, Robyn Norton, Glenn
Norton, Neville Sonego, Chris Sonego, Monica French, Neville French, David Robinson,
Craig Cheetham, Neol Ham, Irene Ham.
Jeanette & Allan Wallace, Virginia & Noel Robinson, John Strang, Damo O’Connor,
Manfred Wagner, Narelle Cula, Bruce Gooday, Barry Burns, Mick Maher, Bev Maher.
Marty O’Sullivan, Ambulance Victoria.

Approval of
Minutes
March 2016
Meeting
Business Arising
from Meeting

Moved: Monica
Seconded: Fiona

Correspondence
In

Nil

Carried

Sat phone: ongoing
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Correspondence
Out
Guest Speaker

President’s Report

Letter of thanks to Greg Porter, guide for Karr’s Reef Mine Tour.
Marty O’Sullivan, Ambulance Victoria.
Marty spoke about the advantages of having First Aid training, especially for those who
travel to remote areas.
He emphasised that TIME is vital: brain cells begin to die within 4 minutes of cardiac
arrest. Choking, unconsciousness, bleeding can all be fatal without prompt first aid.
Ambo crews can sometimes take hours to reach emergencies in remote areas and
choppers can’t always be sent.
Marty included some tips for those phoning for help:
• GPS locations are the best
• if possible have people stationed as guides at junctions
• tell the Ambo Communication centre how you drove to the location (to avoid
the ambos trying other routes, which may be blocked)
Marty answered questions from the floor, and supported the Club organising a training
session.
Members thanked Marty for his presentation & information.
The Yarra Valley 4WD Club were Camp Hosts near Bindaree Hut on Queen’s Birthday
weekend, helping ensure the area was used as required by all visitors. As a Club, they
get a lot of support from ParksVic and they enjoy being Host. Let any Committee
member know if you would be interested in working with Parks Vic to be a Camp Host
on a future holiday period.

Treasurer’s Report

Irene presented Treasurer’s Report for month of May. Both Term Deposits have been
rolled over. Some subscriptions were deposited, plus sponsorship from ARB. Hall hire
has been paid. Balance in current account on 31/5/17 = $7,517.69. The High Country &
Beyond account has a positive balance and will reimburse the Club $100 used as a
working amount for pre-event expenses incurred by HC&B.
Moved: Irene, Seconded: Chris. Carried.
Calendar/Proposed
1. Dinner meeting, Northo Hotel, Wang.
Trips
2. Damo’s night drive, 15th July, Eldorado.
3. Snow Trip, 4 – 6th August (Camping or day trip). Details in June Track Torque:
choice of meeting/camping in the Buckland Valley on Friday night, or meet at
the Buckland Valley camp by 9.30 Saturday morning, ready to join the snow
trip.
4. 8 – 10th Sept, Driver training, Eldorado. Friday night to Sunday afternoon – the
complete certificate course. Camp somewhere along the Eldorado/Woolshed
Road. Theory on Friday night & Saturday morning; practical Saturday afternoon
& Sunday; socialising on Saturday night and the paperwork completed Sunday
afternoon.
Training
See above for Driver Training details.
Chainsaw course will hopefully be held in October.
First Aid: Marlon Franklin, 1st Aid Group RDO, is will to run a Course for the Club. It
involves pre-course work plus 5hrs 30 min. This can be held on a Wednesday eveing for
2 weeks, or for a full day on a selected weekend. Irene will find out if Marlon is available
for an October weekend, as many Club members are away over Winter. The cost of the
course will be $135 per person, with subsidies arranged by the Club and/or 4WDVic.
Member News

Fees are due by the 30th June.
Val hill has resigned as a Club member, as she can’t go 4x4 driving at the moment. We
wish Val all the best.
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Merchandise

It took Chris & Nev 5 trips to Steers to collect the beanies and their own jackets have
not yet arrived.
Moved: Fiona, “That the club looks for an alternative supplier. Seconded: Nev F.
Carried.

Trip Reports

1. Karr’s Reef Mine trip, led by Damo and with tour guide & mine lessee, Greg Porter. An
historical drive around Yackandandah streets then creeks, following the gold trail. A helmeted
and torch carrying visit into the mine was split into 2 manageable groups, with Greg imparting a
part of his wealth of knowledge of the history of Karr’s Reef mine and the men who took its
gold. A very interesting day; thanks to Damo for arranging the trip with guide.
2. Noel told us about his and Irene’s recent trip to Tassie, with Craig & Kristen Cheetham. They
enjoyed beach drives, a little snow, the walk into Wineglass Bay at Freycinet NP and beautiful
views from tracks just inland from the main road. They travelled along the East coast, with a
Festival in between, to show Tailgate Campers.

Newsletter

Please send all reports to Fiona as a Word doc!
Noel gave a vote of thanks to Fiona, for taking on editing of Track Torque and for
arranging the excellent birthday cake for the Bundalong Birthday Bash.
• Parks Vic have asked the Club to consider becoming Camp Hosts in the future.
Consideration would need to be given well in advance of any of the featured
(4x4/camping popular) weekends/holidays. Let the Committee know if you
have an interest...
• Query re the Club’s Defibrillator: is it useable, useful? John to report again
about its condition, to next Committee Meeting.
• Book donated to the Club by Virginia should be in the storeroom. (Thanks to
Nev F.)
• Irene suggested that we repeat the visit to the Bundalong Tavern, with notice
given to the chef, to allow Damo a chance at the Big Burger competition.
Meeting closed at: 9.40pm

General Business

Next Meeting:

Tuesday 11th July

At the North-Eastern Hotel: dinner meeting.
From 6.00 p.m., dinner at 6.30, General Meeting to follow.
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At a recent Committee Meeting, it was decided that:
“The Club will provide a $50 subsidy to the first 5 Club members who
complete a recognised First Aid Course.
The Course is to be sourced by the participants who will book, attend
and successfully complete the Course before applying for the refund.
Successful recipients will be expected to Lead or be Tail End Charlie
within 6 months of completing the Course and receiving the subsidy.”

Club Contact Details
Nam and Position
Held
Dave Van Zanten

Mobile Number
0411 936 113

Beryl Strang
(Secretary)
Irene Ham (Treasurer)

Email Address
4wd@dcabs.com.au
bjstrang@live.com.au

0457 641 282

niham@bigpond.com

Damian O'Connor
0417 526 175
(Fill in Trip co-ordinator
for July August and
September)

damnkez@people.net.au

Fiona van Zanten
(Editor Track Torque)

editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au

0409 831 511
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UPCOMING IMPORTANT 4WD CLUB COMPETITION!
Toyota Landcruiser Club Victoria (TLCCV)
Nestled in the beautiful foothills of the Strathbogie Ranges near the small township of Yarck in N.E.
Central Victoria, the Toyota Landcruiser Club Victoria (TLCCV) has owned a spectacular ridge top
property for many years. The property possesses a beautiful outlook over the Maroondah Highway and
because it is steep and unsuitable for agriculture, the Club has chosen to let the native bush land
regenerate apart from one area which replicates just about every four-wheel drive obstacle bar snow
and ice.
For over twenty-five years, the TLCCV, one of the largest 4WD Clubs in Victoria, has run a 4WD event
called CruiserKhana at Yarck. Commonly there are about a dozen events, eight competition events on
Saturday and three to four fun events on Sunday. The date set for 2017 are Saturday 28th October
and Sunday 29th October. Competition and Spectator Packages are available at a very reasonable
cost. Competition entries close on 31st August 2017 so you still have time to enter using the following
link https://www.tlccv.com.au/index.php/cruiserkhana/ckhana-2017 or just search Toyota Land Cruiser
Club Victoria.
The event is well known in 4WD circles as a thinking person’s 4WD challenge with an emphasis on skill
rather than being a speed based timed event. All events are run according to the Cross-Country
Drivers Association specifications and stock standard 4WD’s with some optional minor modifications
can enter. Serious events such as the “Timber Challenge”, the “Flag Slalom”, “Wet Lap” and a “Sand
Trap” vie with fun events on Sunday such as the “Bog
Hole”, and the “Balance Beam”.
Entrants do not need to be part of a 4WD Club to
participate however there is also a prestigious
interclub trophy which teams of three can enter and
this is generating a lot of interest.
Some great prizes are on offer thanks to our major
sponsors A.R.B., Piranha and Terrain Tamer. Other
valued sponsors include Airport Toyota, Guest 4WD,
Camping Adventures Australia and 12 Volt on the
Move as well a host of smaller family companies.
Yarck CFA will run their fabulous Sausage Sizzle on
the Friday night.
Entrants and spectators who buy a weekend ticket are
entitled to free camping for the weekend on the
property and a delicious three course meal on the
Saturday night. Day spectators have access to the
venue at a very reasonable price and snacks are
available for purchase.
More information can be found on the Cruiserkhana web site which is
https://www.tlccv.com.au/index.php/cruiserkhana/ckhana-2017 Web information includes a copy of the
application form and the rules applying to the event. There are also photos from Cruiserkhana 2016
event for prospective applicants to view.
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Parks Vic Camp Host information
Volunteering as a campground host is a fantastic way to see our magnificent parks while at the same time
providing a valuable service to other campers and Parks Victoria rangers. Campground hosts enjoy working in
some of Victoria’s most amazing wilderness areas, learning about the local environment and helping others to
experience all that our parks have to offer.
All volunteers are trained and receive ongoing support from the team at Parks Victoria.

Campground hosts:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Provide a friendly contact point for both Parks Victoria staff and the public at popular campsites
Provide orientation to new arrivals and general information on the area and its attractions to
campers
Provide park information to campground visitors and day visitors, walkers, hikers as well as
ensuring that the campsite is a safe place for all
Experience the day to day management of our campgrounds
Assist our Rangers and Summer Rangers with education and interpretation activities where
required
Promote and encourage the Healthy Parks, Healthy People approach to being outdoors and active
through recommendations of walks etc
Alert rangers to disturbances or breaches of park regulations.

Campground hosts must be self-motivated, have a good level of fitness as some of the campsites are in
remote locations, have excellent communication skills and experience in camping. Applicants must be 18
years or over to apply.
Volunteers are provided with access to free camping, uniform and support whilst in the park as well as
information and training to ensure that they are safe and understand the requirements of becoming a
Campground Host Volunteer. For more detailed information, please refer to the position description
below.
A National Police Check will also be conducted on all successful applicants with the cost covered by
Parks Victoria, this is now completed online to save processing times.More information at this link.
http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/680270/Campground-Host-Role-Description-May2016.pdf

Melbourne 4x4 outdoors show 18th –
20th August 17

To get your discount on entry
All you need to do is use this promo
code 4WDVIC when you purchase
your tickets.
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TRIP REPORTS
KARRS REEF GOLD MINE/YACKANDANDAH UNDERGROUND HUT
On a nice frosty morning of June, the 3rd, trip leaders Damo Kerry and Thomas O'connor met up with
Nev and Monica French, Noel and Irene Ham, Mick and Bev Maher and Temporary members Jason
and Kory Davern at Apco service station carpark just after 8am to leave for Yackandandah at 830am,
On our way, we also stopped to pick up Neville and Chris Sonego that were waiting for us at the
Plough Inn Hotel at Tarrawingee, then continued on to Yackandandah to meet Dave and Fiona van
Zanten and Beryl Strang at our meeting place the Star Hotel Yackandandah, where we had enough
time to have a quick look around Yack and have a talk amongst ourselves before meeting our Tour
guide Greg Porter from Karrs Reef Goldmine Tours there at 10am.
We all gathered around Greg at the meeting place for Greg to give us a brief rundown of what we are
going to experience today and for him to start off by telling us a bit of history of Yackandandah before
we jumped in our 4wds and headed for Twists creek, just out of Yack,
Once we all jumped in our 4wds, we all lined up behind Greg’s tour vehicle, (you guessed it, a trusty
old Toyota troopy) and had our uhf's tuned to the club channel, channel 14 for us to listen to Greg
give us some more interesting history while we were on our way to Twists creek where the gold mine
is located.
Just before we got to the gold mine, Greg stopped us at an intersection on a dirt track just before the
gold mine and made us hop out of our 4wds so he could tell us we are in what used to be the
goldmining township of Twists creek, but there wasn’t anything here apart from fenced off paddocks
with some long grass and blackberry looking bushes and a couple of dirt tracks with the creek just
down from us,
Here Greg told us all about the township and the gold rush era as well as gave us some history on the
publican and his wife and about the hotel they ran, but what only remained in the paddock is the old
cellar, he also gave us some insight of what it was like back then and how dodge the place and the
people were in that era.
After that we jumped in our 4wds for a two-minute drive up the track
where we got to the Karrs Reef Goldmine itself,
Once we got there, it was time to have some morning tea, since there
was 17 of us in total, we had to split up in Two groups to do the tour
of the mine itself, as regulations required only 10 people maximums
at a time were allowed in with Greg as the tour guide,
The first group went in to explore the mine itself with Greg pointing
out different features and explaining the way they have mined this
mine and the history of the mine with old candle holders, rail sleepers
and markers where the miners left them, and why they mined it the
way they did back in the era of 1867-1884
While the first group were in the mine checking it out for about an
hour, the second group talked amongst themselves or ventured off to
see some old relics that were about and to take photos and vice
versa when the groups swapped over.
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After both groups finished the mine tour, we all gathered around for a bite of lunch, and talked about
what we have experienced today doing the tour, then we said goodbye and thanks to Greg Porter for
sharing his knowledge of the area and the history it beholds.
As we drove away from the mine site, we then headed to have a look at the underground hut, which
half way there, we said our goodbyes to Dave and Fiona which had to leave the convoy due to other
commitments,
A few of us members on this trip has already been to and seen the underground hut before,
but newer members Neville, Chris, Mick, Bev, Jason and Kory haven’t seen it before, so it was good
to show them the underground hut, which was only about a 15 minute drive from the mine, which
looks like it has not long been looked after, as the last time I saw it 6 months ago it was looking a bit
run down and vandalised, it was good to see it in better shape.
From the underground hut, we headed back past Twist creek, using Twist creek track, through the
pines where a lot of logs have just been bundled ready for trucks to pick them up, on our journey back
to Beechworth.
As we got to Beechworth, we headed straight to the Beechworth Bakery for afternoon tea, we then
said goodbye to both Nev, Chris, Mick and Bev as they had other commitments,
This was the end of our trip today after having some coffee and sweets from the bakery.
Thank you to all that had turned up for the day, making it another great and successful trip.
Cheers Damo
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Wow what a trip
More from Sue and Graham next month.
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PRE TRIP REPORTS
TRIP NAME:

Eldorado Night Drive

DESTINATION:

Eldorado – Mt Pilot National Park

DETAILS/PLAN:

To go for a night drive on some tracks around Eldorado

TRIP LEADER:

Damian and Kerry O'connor

CONTACT DETAILS:

Damos mob 0417 526 175

PLEASE ADVISE THE TRIP LEADER BY..(the day of the drive)....OF YOUR INTENTION TO
PARTICIPATEEMERGENCY CONTACT:
START DATE:

15/7/17

START TIME:

meet about 5:45pm for a 6pm departure

MEETING PLACE:

RETURN HOME DATE: 15/7/17

Apco/McDonalds car park Wangaratta

ESTIMATED RETURN TIME:
TRIP RATING:

10pm-12am depending on number of vehicles

Easy/medium depending on weather

TYPE OF TREAD RECOMMENDED:

All terrains or Mud terrains

FUEL REQUIREMENTS:

full tank x Wangaratta

RECOVERY GEAR:
back of vehicle

Your usual recovery gear, snatch rope, shackles, recovery points front and

WINCH REQUIRED:

won’t need hopefully

CHAIN SAW:

if you have done your training and got all P.P.E then yes please bring

WHEEL CHAINS REQUIRED:
FIRE RESTRICTIONS:

no

no

TYPE OF ACCOMMODATION:

none

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF VEHICLES:
UHF CHANNEL:

Unlimited vehicles anyone can come and have a good time

Club channel, channel 14

PERSONNAL EQUIPMENT AND CLOTHING:
and warm clothing.
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CLUB APPAREL
Club Tee Shirts, jumpers etc. are available
from STEER Clothing – 52 Norton Street,
Wangaratta, Phone: 03 5721 7773.

PLEASE ORDER DIRECT.
Cost for embroidery:Logo - $7.50
Name – $4.40

(code 3FJ) Black or Bottle green, Kids and Adults
Full Zip Polar $34, Kids $27
(code PF631) Ladies $38

(30V)

Black or Bottle Green, Polar Vest

$25
(CH18)

Polo shirts, bottle green and gold.

Cap $7 min of 5

(code CH27)

Beanies $6 min of 5

(code PS61) Mens $19.50
(code PS62) Ladies PS62 $19.00

Prices are subject to change.

(code PS61K) Kids $18

FOR SALE:- 1 Large black vest, with the Club logo, was double ordered, so if
anyone is interested in an immediate purchase, please contact Beryl Strangs.

Camping and Training in the Eldorado Area
Certificate / Proficiency course with 4WD Vic driver
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2017 – Trip & Event Calendar
Date

Trip/Event

Location

Rating

Contact

Notes

Club Fees Should all be paid.
July
11th July

General Meeting

DINNER
MEETING
At The Northo

NA

Sec: Beryl Strang
E: bjstrang@live.com.au

6:30 PM for an
8:00PM start

15th July

Eldorado Night
Drive

Night drive on
some tracks
around Eldorado

XX

Damos mob 0417 526 175

Meet at
Apco/McDonalds car
park Wangaratta
5:45pm for a 6pm
departure

4th-6th August

Snow Trip

Dave van Zanten
E: 4wd@dcabs.com.au

See details page 16

8th August

General Meeting

Sec: Beryl Strang
E: bjstrang@live.com.au

7:30 PM for an
8:00PM start

2nd Sept

4wd Victoria
General Meeting

Dave van Zanten
E: 4wd@dcabs.com.au
Sec: Beryl Strang
E: bjstrang@live.com.au

To be advised.

8th-10th Sept.

Driver Training

Camping and
Training in the
Eldorado Area

X

Dave van Zanten
E: 4wd@dcabs.com.au
Sec: Beryl Strang
E: bjstrang@live.com.au

Certificate /
Proficiency course
with 4WD Vic driver
training

12th Sept.

General Meeting

N.E. Car Club
Clubroom Nolan
Rd. Tarrawingee

NA

Sec: Beryl Strang
E: bjstrang@live.com.au

7:30 PM for an
8:00PM start

10th October

General Meeting

N.E. Car Club
Clubroom Nolan
Rd. Tarrawingee

Sec: Beryl Strang
E: bjstrang@live.com.au

7:30 PM for an
8:00PM start

Sec: Beryl Strang
E: bjstrang@live.com.au

7:30 PM for an
8:00PM start

Chris and Neville Sonego

More details to
come.

Sec: Beryl Strang
E: bjstrang@live.com.au

7:30 PM for an
8:00PM start

August
Buckland Valley
XX
Base camp & snow
driving Saturday
N.E. Car Club
NA
Clubroom Nolan
Rd. Tarrawingee
September
N.E. Car Club
NA
Clubroom Nolan
Rd. Tarrawingee

October

NA

November
N.E. Car Club
NA
Clubroom Nolan
Rd. Tarrawingee
25th November Camp oven Cook up Chris and Nevilles
X
place
atTarrawingee
December
12th December General Meeting
N.E. Car Club
NA
Clubroom Nolan
Rd. Tarrawingee
14th November

General Meeting
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