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WANGARATTA 4X4 CLUB
The Wangaratta 4WD Club has evolved from a few
members in 1983, to our current membership of over 30
families. The Club is made up of individuals and families
who are interested in responsible Four-Wheel Driving.

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club
Committee Members
ExecutivePresident
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Neville Sonego
Mick Maher
Sue Abotomey
Bruce Gooday

Other Committee MembersNewsletter editor
Property Officer
Publicity Officer
Trip Coordinator

Bev Maher
Neville French
Bev Maher
Damian O’Connor

There is no restriction on the make or type of four-wheel
drive vehicle, and there is always plenty of variety and
camaraderie amongst members.

Graham Abotomey
Neville French
Manfred Wagner

Where we live: Members live all over the North
East and beyond, including from Benalla,
Beechworth, Corowa, Howlong Glenrowan,
Milawa, Albury, Wodonga, Wangaratta,
Goorambat, Tatong, Langwarrin, Molyullah,
Myrtleford, Mount Beauty, Mulwala,Yarrawonga,
Stanhope, Violet Town, Melbourne, Rosebud and Overseas
(England).

Non-Committee PositionsTraining Coordinator
FWDV Representative
Web Master

Dave van Zanten
Dave Van Zanten
Andrew Ammendola

WEBSITE:
www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club is affiliated
with Four Wheel Drive Victoria.
Members of our club are proud to be part of the
Adopt a Hut Program and work with Parks
Victoria to look after Top Crossing and Lake
Cobbler huts.

Membership: Single or family $100.00 p.a.

Temporary Membership: $15.00 (Three trips)

General Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, generally at the North East Car Club Rooms,
Tarrawingee Recreation Reserve, commencing 8.00pm. There is no meeting in January. Please refer to the
club calendar. Visitors are always most welcome.
TRACK TORQUE: Newsletter Contributions may be forwarded to …
Editor: Bev Maher - editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au
This is your newsletter so be part of it and send in any articles of interest, comments, trips, birthdays etc.
Editorial Deadline:- 1st of the month
Advertising: $100/yr. Please contact the editor for further details.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editor or of Wangaratta Four
Wheel Drive Club Inc. The editor reserves the right to delete any section of any article, or reject any article, which has been sent in for
publication in the Newsletter
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THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
PRESIDENT’S REPORT – MAY 2020.

The committee had its first zoom meeting last week and it was a successful way to allow all committee
members to have input in these different times. The main item of business was the setting of club
membership fees for 2020/21 financial year. After feedback from 4WDV the committee established that
$50.00 would enable our club to continue to be affiliated and to be covered for insurance, for the
season, when circumstances allow activities/trips to resume.
Being confined to home has presented an opportunity to get some things done that have been on the
list for years. I have found some tools in my shed that I blamed the kids for borrowing and not returning
and I can walk in a straight line in most parts of the shed. Woodworking projects that have been
collecting dust have been completed or are well on the way. Strange how the number of things on the
list never seem to diminish.
Hope members are busy and keeping in good health.

Neville Sonego.
President.

Club Contact Details

Name and Position Held
Neville Sonego
(President)

Mobile Number
0427 251 576

Email Address
nsonego1@yahoo.com

Sue Abotomey (Secretary) 0424914200

susieabotomey@hotmail.com

Bruce Gooday (Treasurer)

0409 071 330

bgooday@bigpond.com

Damian O'Connor (Trip
Coordinator)

0417 526 175

damnkez@people.net.au

Bev Maher
(Editor Track Torque)

0419 533 898

editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au
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WANGARATTA FOUR WHEEL DRIVE CLUB Inc.
GENERAL MEETING

DUE TO COVID-19 CURRENT SITUATION THE WANGARATTA 4X4
CLUB WILL BE IN RECESS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
GENERAL MEETINGS ARE SUSPENDED
COMMITTEE MEETINGS WILL BE HELD ONLINE
The Bulletin will continue to be published each month.
If anyone has a report of an older trip or an article of interest, please send
through to Editor
Stay safe everyone
2020/21 REVISED MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS
The Committee has met via ZOOM to discuss and decided on an amended Membership
subscription in view of the current lockdown and travel restrictions caused be COVID-19.
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc. Membership subscriptions for 2020/21 have been
set at $50.00
Please pay your $50.00 membership before 30th June 2020
WAW CREDIT UNION
BSB:
803 070
A/C:
29894
PLEASE, don’t forget to enter your name in the Reference/Description Box so we know it is
you.
If you don’t have internet banking you can still send a cheque to: PO Box 494,
WANGARATTA 3676
Hopefully our state premier will have some good news for us on the 11th May and ease
lockdown restrictions. If this occurs, you can look forward to a few Club Day Trips!
Stay safe and well and I look forward to catching up with everyone soon.
Cheers,
Sue
Sue Abotomey
Secretary (0357 273 427 or 0424 914 200)
Wangaratta 4x4 Club
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc –MAY 2020
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NIL DUE TO COVID- 19
BUT- KEEP THINKING & PLANNING

TRIP REPORTS
Best laid plans….. by Irene Jones
Well, as some of you know, 2020 was my year for travelling the country in my recently
acquired D-Max and Northstar Camper with my faithful old dog Ella. The ‘plan’ had been
years in the making, and the ‘preparations’ were carried out meticulously during 2019.
Home was sorted, the vehicle and camper prepared - everything done - and so we headed off
on the 25th of January full of anticipation and hope (well that was me - probably not the
dog).
I’m a super organised person and a chronic planner but I tried very hard not to make a definite plan for my
year of travel, starting with only buying a one-way
passage to Tassie. This proved to be the first hiccup for
the trip (more about that in a moment) - but I’d told
everyone that this was going to be my year of learning
to ‘go with the flow’.

So after a few days visiting / saying goodbye to family
and friends in Melbourne, Ella and I sailed to Tassie
overnight on 29th - 30th of January.
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It wasn’t a very relaxing trip, as I worried
about Ella in the awful ‘pet cages’ on the
boat, and I only reserved a recliner for
myself to sleep on which was not very
comfortable (and that’s an
understatement).

We spent the first few weeks in the north-west corner, as I didn’t spend much time there last
time I was in Tassie. I really didn’t do any 4WDing… but visited many quaint little towns,
coastal areas, rural hills and forests, met some lovely people (particularly other solo women
travellers), and even went to a Country Music Festival.
I stayed in free camps and cheap camps mostly - the best ones being in the beautiful
Conservation Areas that Tassie is renowned for. Luckily, in Tassie you can have your dog in
most of these areas, just not in the National Parks.

After a few weeks I remembered that a member of the club had told me that I might find it
hard to get passage back to the mainland when I wanted it - so I thought I’d better go online
and check it out. So glad I did!!! I had a choice of a return sail on the 8th of March or a date
in May. May?!?! May was definitely not going to work for me so I booked the 8th of March
passage with some disappointment, as that meant I had less than 3 weeks to travel the rest
of Tassie.
With that in mind I focussed on places I hadn’t been to before and places I really wanted to
return to - but it still felt very rushed. By the time the 8th of March came around, talk of the
“coronavirus” was ramping up, so really, I ended up being glad to get back to the mainland
when I did.
After further visits with family and friends in Melbourne I headed west toward SA. By this
time I had ‘justified’ a loose timeline so I could be in Mandurah for a house-sitting job early in
May, and in Broome by the beginning of July. I also allowed myself to ‘plan’ to go inland in
WA heading north through Mount Magnet, Meekatharra, Newman etc, as I hadn’t been that
way before.
By the time I got near Adelaide ‘social distancing’ had become the new catch cry - but I still
managed to catch up with an old work colleague that I hadn’t seen for 16 years (we'd worked
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together in Alice Springs in 2004), and I also caught up with extended family in Port Pirie.
By this time there was talk of state borders closing. I didn’t know what I was going to do. I
had some people to catch up with in Port Lincoln, and as I hadn’t been there before I really
wanted to go, so I decided I would press on and then make a decision about what I would do
once I was there.
But the day I left Pirie, as I was driving toward Port Augusta, there were many 4WDs,
Caravans, Motorhomes etc - all passing me - heading in the opposite direction…. Have you
ever had the feeling that everyone else is heading away from danger and you are blindly
heading toward it? That was the feeling I had. It was awful! I pulled over to the side of the
road and said to dog “I don’t think we can go on” - and I cried.
Then I did a U-turn and headed toward Broken Hill. I had already spoken with relatives who
live in Tamworth about the possibility of staying with them if I couldn’t continue the trip - so
that’s where I was going, as my house in Beechworth is otherwise occupied.

So here I am in Tamworth NSW (which isn’t a bad
place to be by the way) - but I had expected that
I’d be in Esperence WA by now.

I know there are MANY, MANY people who are in the same or similar situation to me - and
sadly, that’s just the way it is for now. But regardless of the universality of what’s
happening, the tragedy of it all, and my gratitude that me and mine are all safe and well, I am
very disappointed that my much anticipated trip has been paused - indefinitely - but
hopefully not permanently.
HOWEVER - on a more positive note - I guess this is exactly what it means to ‘go with the
flow’ although I would have been much happier to learn that lesson another way.
I hope all my fellow Wangaratta 4WD Club members and their families are safe and well and
coping with this changed world we’re living in.
Many thanks to Irene- stay safe and well.
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MEMORIESHere is a Trip from 2015 submitted by David Blore.
He has a group in Benalla called Travellers, been going for about ten years. They travel
locally, interstate (caravans and cabins), including some 4WD trips.
Terry and Meg Dillon (past Wang 4WD Club members) and Kay and David ran this trip in
2015. Notes are courtesy of Meg & David. Thank you both for sharing.
Travellers Inc. go to the Victorian Deserts
October 2015
Five vans rolled out of Benalla on Thursday 22 October at 8.30 am heading for Horseshoe
Bend in the Little Desert National Park. Greens Lake, Bridgewater and Warracknabeal saw us
stopping for the necessary coffee and meal breaks. What wildlife along the way: two concrete
eagles, six white swans, a plastic hawk on three wires hovering over the greens in
Bridgewater, and an iron cow and calf adorning the entrance to a farm. Where were all the
real animals? Noela swore she saw a real hawk in the sky and most of us saw the kangaroo
hopping along the riverbank when we were enjoying nibbles at Horseshoe Bend close to
Dimboola.

Fig 1: A Local Inhabitant

Day 2 was an adventurous day of driving sand tracks in the Little Desert, including a nice
walk through the bush off Pomponderoo Road where Shirley saw at least 15 different types of
wildflowers. Lots of loose sand proved tricky for Ray who provided a lot of excitement for us
by getting bogged - three times! What fun! The boys used snatch straps, shovels and brute
force on one occasion to release him. Arid scrub and dry salt pans and low dunes dominated
the landscape that day and we all arrived safely back at camp to enjoy our 5pm get together.
A lovely camp site - some of us are keen to get back there. It was surrounded on three sides
by the clear waters of the Wimmera River.
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc –MAY 2020
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Another party who had been camping there for a few days reported very good fishing.
Leonie enjoyed the shower in their van very much, not realising that over two nights she had
used over half the water in their water tank! Hmmm. Easily fixed though as a good water fill
point was available at the Dimboola dump site on the way out of town.

Figure 2 – Sandy Tracks in the Big Desert

Day 3 saw us travelling to Big Billy Campsite in the Big Desert National Park. We were off the
black top on the Nhill – Murrayville road but every van got through easily. Big camp area with
trees and plenty of walks but spoilt by a rather smelly long drop loo. Not to worry – everyone
was still enjoying their experience of camping outside of caravan parks.
Day 4 saw us on the sand tracks again for a day exploring the Big Desert. We set off for Mt
Ida, Clarence track to the Big Dune, White Springs for a lunch stop and home via Delesio
track. We walked up the Big Dune and quite a few of us found their mobiles were working
again at the top. A few interesting tracks; no-one was very keen to take on the most
challenging! Not so many wildflowers here and the weather was getting warmer.
That evening Kay and her helpers cooked a communal camp oven roast beef and vegies
topped off by Noela’s apple slice and custard. Yum yum.. but the flies were keen to try and
steal as much as they could. Lovely night under the stars!

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc –MAY 2020

Page 9

Track Torque

Figure 3: A Few Options!

Day 5 and we packed up camp and headed off for Pink Lakes in the Sunset National Park. It
was a short run so we stopped at Murrayville for a coffee, then visited Cowangi, a tiny Mallee
town with some interesting restored buildings from its early days in the 1920s. The baker’s
oven has been restored and occasionally is still in use. (A local Benalla bakery owner spent
part of his childhood there when his father owned the bakery in the town’s heyday).
A helpful local lady opened the Bush Nursing sister’s cottage, also restored and furnished
with memorabilia from that period. As well we saw inside the Uniting church, a small
structure, formerly Methodist, with a magnificent modern stained-glass window behind the
altar that was designed and made for the church by a female teacher from Murrayville. We
also stopped at Kow Plains Homestead nearby which has beautifully restored men’s quarters,
cook house, machinery shed and homestead. All buildings are made of local Cypress pine
logs.

Figure 4 – Kow Plains Homestead Site

We lunched at Undera before going to the campsite at Lake Crosbie in the Pink Lakes
National Park. The weather turned foul, quite hot with a hot gusty north wind. Not to be
deterred some of the party drove out along some tracks to look at the salt lakes and the old
salt factory site.
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc –MAY 2020
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Fig 5: Sunset over the Pink Lakes

Day 6 with good weather we set off to explore the Sunset National Park. The salt mine, Clay
Lake and a changing landscape of arid low vegetation, Cypress pine coveys, open plains and
spinifex rolled past us as we headed for the Mt Crozier camp site and lunch. We walked up
the 169 steps to the top of Mt Crozier after lunch to catch the 360 degree view from the top of
this long sand dune.

Figure 6: Salt Harvesting Equipment

On the way home we finally found the site of the Mallee fowl nest then turned for home. Meg
made a bad call when she suggested we take the Mt Jess track to the lookout. It went for
miles and when we got to Mt Jess the lookout was closed for restoration. Never mind, a stop
at Undera with six packs and ice creams almost made up for it.
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc –MAY 2020
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Day 7 saw us packed and heading for our last camp site at Green Lake Reserve near Sealake.
We arrived early in the afternoon and most quietly sat in the shade or read. The lake was dry
but the hot showers at the camp site were very welcome. That night at Nibbles Meg read the
last ballad to us from an entertaining book of modern bush ballads.
Thanks to all who came along.
Meg Dillon
Balladeer

CLUB NEWS-

2020 – Trip & Event Calendar
MAY 2020
TUESDAY
May 5th

Committee
Meeting

TO BE
CONFIRMED

N/A Sec: Sue Abotomey
E:
susieabotomey@hotmail.com

6.00pm

TUESDAY
May 12th

General
Meeting

SUSPENDED

Sec: Sue Abotomey
E:
susieabotomey@hotmail.com

7.30pm
for
8.00pm
start

JUNE 2020
TUESDAY
June 2nd

Committee
Meeting

TO BE
CONFIRMED

N/A Sec: Sue Abotomey
E:
susieabotomey@hotmail.com

6.00pm

TUESDAY
June 9th

General
Meeting

TO BE
CONFIRMED

Sec: Sue Abotomey
E:
susieabotomey@hotmail.com

7.30pm
for
8.00pm
start

Some light-hearted stories to make you smile
We have new babies.
For weeks a six year old lad kept telling his first-grade teacher
about the baby brother or sister that was expected at his
house.
One day the mother allowed the boy to feel the movements of
the unborn child. The six-year old boy was obviously
impressed but made no comment. Furthermore, he stopped telling his teacher about the impending event.
The teacher finally asked the boy, “Tommy, what has become of that baby brother or sister you were
expecting at home? “
Tommy burst into tears and confessed, “I think mummy ate it. “
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc –MAY 2020
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Pass out in shock.
A man passed out in a dead faint as he came out of his front door onto his porch.
Someone dialled 000.
When the paramedics arrived, they helped him regain consciousness and asked if he knew what had
caused him to faint.“
It was enough to make anybody faint, “ he said
“ My son asked me for the keys to the garage, and instead of driving the car out, he came out with the
lawn mower

NEVILLE’S LATERAL THINKING PUZZLESPuzzle 3.
My friend Sarah told me that her grandmother was younger than her mother. Could this be true?

Puzzle 4.
Dave ran halfway into the forest in half an hour. Steve claimed he had gone two-thirds of the way into
the forest in the same time, but Dave said that was impossible. Why?
Answers at end of track Torque

.”
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What we are missing out on 2020
PILBARA-Western Australia
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SUE’S “BLAST FROM THE PAST” NEWSLETTERS-
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PUZZLES
Answer 3.
It is quite possible that her paternal grandmother could be younger than her mother. If her mother is 58
and her father 24, her father’s mother could be 44.
Answer 4.
You can only run halfway into the forest. After that you’re running out of the forest.
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc –MAY 2020
Page 18

Track Torque

CLUB APPAREL
New
L/S Polo are
Black or Bottle green,
Full Zip Polar (code 3FJ) available.
Kids 2KLP
(code PF631) Ladies
Adults 210

Polo shirts, bottle green and
gold.
(code PS61) Mens
(code PS62) Ladies
PS62
(code PS61K) Kids

(CH18) Caps

(code CH27) Beanies
Black or Bottle
Green, Polar Vest
(30V)

.

PLEASE ORDER AND PAY DIRECTLY WITH
WORKLOCKER.

Extra cost for embroidery:-

Prices not included as subject to change
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PO Box 494 Wangaratta 3676
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