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WANGARATTA 4X4 CLUB
The Wangaratta 4WD Club has evolved from a few
members in 1983, to our current membership of over 30
families. The Club is made up of individuals and families
who are interested in responsible Four-Wheel Driving.

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club
Committee Members
ExecutivePresident
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Neville Sonego
Mick Maher
Sue Abotomey
Mick Maher

Other Committee MembersNewsletter editor
Property Officer
Publicity Officer
Trip Coordinator

Bev Maher
Neville French
Bev Maher
Damian O’Connor

Where we live: Members live all over the North
East and beyond, including from Benalla,
Beechworth, Corowa, Howlong Glenrowan,
Milawa, Albury, Wodonga, Wangaratta,
Goorambat, Tatong, Langwarrin, Molyullah,
Myrtleford, Mount Beauty, Mulwala,Yarrawonga,
Stanhope, Violet Town, Melbourne, Rosebud and Overseas
(England).

Dave van Zanten
Dave Van Zanten
Andrew Brown

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club is affiliated
with Four Wheel Drive Victoria.

There is no restriction on the make or type of four-wheel
drive vehicle, and there is always plenty of variety and
camaraderie amongst members.

Graham Abotomey
Neville French
Manfred Wagner
Non-Committee PositionsTraining Coordinator
FWDV Representative
Web Master
WEBSITE:
www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au

Members of our club are proud to be part of the
Adopt a Hut Program and work with Parks
Victoria to look after Top Crossing and Lake
Cobbler huts.

Membership: Single or family $100.00 p.a.

Temporary Membership: $15.00 (Three trips)

General Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, generally at the North East Car Club Rooms,
Tarrawingee Recreation Reserve, commencing 8.00pm. There is no meeting in January. Please refer to the
club calendar. Visitors are always most welcome.
TRACK TORQUE: Newsletter Contributions may be forwarded to …
Editor: Bev Maher - editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au
This is your newsletter so be part of it and send in any articles of interest, comments, trips, birthdays etc.
Editorial Deadline:- 1st of the month
Advertising: $100/yr. Please contact the editor for further details.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editor or of Wangaratta Four
Wheel Drive Club Inc. The editor reserves the right to delete any section of any article, or reject any article, which has been sent in for
publication in the Newsletter
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THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
PRESIDENT’S REPORT – MAY 2021
The club is about to pass another milestone this month as we celebrate the 38th birthday of its
formation. It is an indication of the strength of the club when we still have foundation members
active today. Their advice and contributions are valued and long may they continue.
As the perfect autumn weather, for club members, continues, I would like to thank the members
who have led trips over the last month and to those who have proposed trips that we can look
forward to. We can only hope that all the state borders remain open so that travellers can make
plans with some degree of certainty.
Hope to see you all at the birthday meeting/dinner.

President.
Neville Sonego.
Club Contact Details
Name and Position Held

Mobile Number

Email Address

Neville Sonego
(President)

0427 251 576

nsonego1@yahoo.com

Beryl Strang (Secretary)

03 5728 1825

jbandbj.strang@bigpond.com

Mick Maher (Treasurer)

0419 533 898

mick@maher.net.au

Damian O'Connor (Trip
Coordinator)

0417 526 175

damnkez@people.net.au

Bev Maher
(Editor Track Torque)

0419 533 898

editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au
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WANGARATTA FOUR WHEEL DRIVE CLUB Inc.
General Meeting Minutes
Tuesday 12th April 2021, 6:30pm
at Ironman Wangaratta
•

Present: Damien O’Connor, Manfred Wagner, Narelle Cula, Monica & Neville French, Robyn &
Glenn Norton, David Blore, Irene Jones, Bev & Michael Maher, Chris & Neville Sonego, Fiona
van Zanten, Sue & Graham Abotomey, John & Beryl Strang, Gill Sydes, David Robinson.

•

Guests: Peter Gay & Gary O’Keefe were welcomed to the meeting.

•

Apologies: Allan & Jeanette Wallace, David van Zanten, Paul & Robyn Kelly, Lyn & Julie Tyrell,
Howard Wicking, Mark & Penelope Schirmer

•

Minutes of Previous Meeting: will be held over until the next General Meeting.

•

Correspondence:
- As presented at the committee meeting.

•

Treasurer’s Report 13th April 2021
- As presented at the Committee meeting.

•

Welcome: President Neville welcomed members and visitors to the General meeting, held at the
Ironman – Wangaratta Off-Road and Caravans.
Nev then introduced Brad, who told us a little about the business, where he began 3 years ago.
Brad introduced his staff, who kindly stayed late at work in order to chat with our members.
He also explained that the not-quite-complete renovations were begun a year ago, in
anticipation of a very quiet business year due to the pandemic lockdowns. The quiet didn’t last
long! Brad’s business has quadrupled in the past 12 months, with many people turning to
4x4’s, camping and caravanning in lieu of interstate or international alternatives. Staff member
Macca said there’s a lot of new camping gear coming out very soon.
Ironman also kindly provided a chicken and salad evening meal for all, which was appreciated
by the Club.

•

Trip Reports
o Sue reported on the trip she & Graham made to Corryong, for the Man From Snowy
River Festival. Sue was impressed by the wide range of skills shown by all the entrants
in the 25th Stockman’s Challenge. Sue also referred to the breadth of the program,
including poetry, the re-enactment, photography exhibition, busking, music and whip
cracking.
She and Graham enjoyed the camping location, on the fairway of the golf course.
o

David Blore told members about his next (possibly last) trip to Corryong, to help with
bushfire recovery projects. Please contact David if you are interested: he will be heading
to the Upper Murray for the last 2 weeks in May. (david.blore@gmail.com)
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•

o

The meeting concluded with members making the most of the time to check out all the
goodies in the store, and to chat with the helpful staff.

o

Neville thanked Brad and his team for their hospitality.

Club Calendar
o May Committee Meeting – Tuesday 4th at The Wangaratta Club. 6:00pm for meal followed
by meeting.
o May Birthday Dinner Meeting – Tuesday 11th to be held at The Wang Club
o Craig’s Hut – Saturday 29th May. Contact Damo
o June Committee Meeting – Tuesday 1st
o June General Meeting – Tuesday 8th June
Proposed 2021 Trips (Watch this space!)
o Bev & Mick Maher are planning a trip to Hattah Kulkine NP in the autumn.
o

Chris Sonego is planning a ‘Wimmera Wander’ hopefully taking in the Harrow Light and
Sound Show.

o

David Blore is planning to re-run his Coberaas Track, High Country trip in November
2021.

o

Neville French – Winter Day run to Murmungee area

o

2022 Possible Tassie trip in autumn – Sonego’s

Meeting closed: as members thanked the Ironman staff and headed home.

CLUB NEWSCOVID PROTOCOLS
Everyone has a role to play
in slowing the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19)
Before you attend any Trips or Attendance Meetings:
•

If you are feeling unwell you should stay at home. If you have symptoms
of coronavirus (COVID-19), however mild, you should get tested.
While you are out with the Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc.:
•
•
•

Provide your contact details to the Club and Venue to assist should contract tracing be
required.
In shared spaces and when moving about be aware of maintaining your physical
distance and wear a face mask when unable to maintain adequate social distancing.
Wash/Sanitise your hands regularly
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc – MAY 2021
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•
•

Don’t share cutlery, plates or glasses
Cover your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze.

When you get home:
•

Dispose of Masks correctly and Wash your hands

Please Note:
Activities with the Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc. will only go ahead in strict
accordance with the Victorian Government’s COVID regulations at that time and as
such may be cancelled or changed at short notice.

4WD VICTORIA DRIVER TRAINING UPDATE
From Dave Van Zanten
Recently I went to a trainers’ update with 4WD Vic in Melbourne. Most of the content related to
trainers but there are a few things that it may be of interest for the club member to know.
A new front end to the 4wdVic website is under construction, the members area remains the
same. All members are able to access the members area if the club has provided email addresses to
4wd Vic. If the club hasn’t done so, members can individually do so by contacting Alison at 4WD Vic.
New content on the website will be a weekly ‘Tip of the week’, a FAQ section and a ‘Places to go’
section. 4WD Vic wants content for all this and are seeking high resolution pics and info. This can be
a way for clubs to get themselves noticed and attract new members.
Future training courses will be conducted differently with theory components being done
online in advance of attending practical sessions. Training modules for accredited courses are
currently being revised by the accreditation body so content of accredited courses will be updating
again shortly with a flow on affect to the Proficiency course.
If club members wish to become club trainers a new more structured traineeship programme is
being implemented which will mean trainees will be able to be assessed and approved more quickly.
4WD Vic has just taken a lease (10 year plus an option) on a parcel of land which contains an
old quarry which will become a dedicated training centre. It is located off the Melba Hwy, from our
side approx. 20 – 25Km past Yea. There will be some working bees to clean up rubbish and establish
the property as a training ground. It will be used for corporate courses and be available to clubs for
use also, I think there is a small fee involved.
There was a presentation from the owners of Saber Offroad, Ben and Steve, regarding their
recovery equipment that they manufacture. A couple of interesting things came out of that: They
design all their own ropes, shackles, etc, they don’t rebadge wholesale product as many other
companies do and they use their own proprietary ropes manufactured to their own patented design
• They do not provide WLL for most of their equipment as there is no standard for recovery gear,
only for those components such as shackles and slings used in the lifting industry so instead
they apply a rating that is well below their tested breaking strain.
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc – MAY 2021
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•
•

They do destructive testing on every batch of product they produce where as many companies
do destructive testing at design stage and never test again.
On Friday they did destructive testing on 25 shackles. All broke well past their advertised
rating. One group of 5 shackles had been submerged and left soaking in a bucket of water for a
week prior. Contrary to what Unsealed published recently about wet ropes and shackles having
a reduced breaking strain, all theirs were around 3-5% higher breaking strain when wet
compared to dry ones from the same batch.

The overall discussion regarding each of their products they had on display revolved around
safety. Safety is at the forefront of everything they are doing. They work a lot with a vehicle recovery
organisation in (Dubai I think ? but in the Middle East somewhere)
They have soft shackles with different secondary protective layers, some are abrasive resistant, and
some are cut proof.
Dave wished to personally thank everyone who came out for driver training recently. If there are any
questions that have come to mind since then, please call or email me. Please accept my apologies as I
have not produced certificates, I promise I’ll get them done as son as possible.
SPECIAL NOTE- Anyone not receiving FWD Victoria notices please contact Alison McLaughlin directly
via office@fwdvictoria.org.au or 0398747222 so she can update your contact details.

CLUB MEMBERSHIP FEES
Membership fees are due BY June 30th 2021
This year they are set at $80 per family
Payable via Direct DebitWangaratta 4x4 Club
Wangaratta Credit Union (WAW)
BSB 803-070
Account – 29894

CLUB SATALITE PHONE
Club currently has Satellite phone which is available to be used for Club events or other Trips.
Usage and Data costs to be borne by user
Booking Contact is: Craig Cheetham crackles101@gmail.com / 0428 538 478

CLUB APPAREL – AVAILABLE FROM
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TRIP 1 - MAY 29th 2021
CRAIGS HUT TRIP 2021
TRIP LEADER: Damian O'connor
CONTACT DETAILS: 0417526175 or damnkez@people.net.au
Please let me know if you are interested in going on this trip before the trip.
START DATE: Saturday 29th May 2021
MEETING PLACE AND TIME: McDonalds Wangaratta 8am
TRIP RATING: Medium (hopefully there might be some snow by then)
TYPE OF TREAD: Good All terrains or Mud terrains NO ROAD TREADS!! as tracks wont be suitable for road treads
FUEL: Full tank ex Wangaratta
RECOVERY GEAR: Your usual recover gear, UHF radio tuned to channel 14 and recovery points front and back of
each vehicle
PERSONAL EQUIPEMENT: Bring your lunch, drinks, snacks and clothing for all seasons for this trip
MAX NUMBER OF VEHICLES: 6 vehicles plus my own vehicle this will be capped at, first in bested dressed
WHAT EVER COVID 19 RULES AT TIME WILL APPLY TO THIS TRIP

TRIP CURRENTLY FULL
IF STILL INTERESTED CONTACT DAMO REGARD ANY POSSIBLE
CANCELLATIONS
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc – MAY 2021
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2. Tasmania Trip – March 2022
by Dave & Fiona Van Zanten

Trip Proforma
We expect that by March next year Covid will be under control and hope that it won’t play a part but be
aware that some bookings can’t be cancelled and don’t include Covid refunds so you may wish to
consider travel insurance to cover such situations.

Trip Title:
Trip Dates:
b Trip
Proforma
DvZ 25 Feb
15

Trip Leader:

2022 Joint Club Tassie Tour
6/03/2022

25/03/2022

From

To

Fiona and Dave

van Zanten

0400 936 113

First Name

Surname

Contact Info

Easy Final trip

Trip Rating:

planning to be confirmed.
Planning base camps with our camper and
day trips from those locations.

Select rating then add notes if needbe

Number of Vehicles:

No limit

Suitable for vans/trailers:

Yes. If you wish to tow a camper or caravan I suggest you book the
ferry ASAP. On our last trip to Tassie bookings for the return trip
were booked out quite quickly.

Vehicles Must Have:

Tyres

Highway

Winch

No

For any off road event each vehicle must have
UHF Radio, approved recovery points front and
rear and a snatch strap with dampener as a
minimum.
If you are not self sufficient with recovery
equipment check to see if you can borrow club
property or ask the trip leader if there is
someone with whom you can buddy up.

Lift

No

Snorkel

No

Fuel and Supplies:

There is generally fuel available as required

This is mainly a touring / social trip, nothing other than a UHF for
convoy chat is required. We hope to do a bit of 4WDing, nothing
extreme. Anyone wishing to join us in that will need basic recovery
gear.

Fuel required, fuel availability, cater for how many meals, spare parts required, etc

Permits, Camp fees, etc

At this stage the ferry booking is the main thing to get sorted. The
trip dates above are the dates of our ferry booking.
Much of our camping will be at free sites or locations where
charges are minimal.
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Trip Notes:

We have a rough itinerary planned at this stage. Anyone wishing
to join us is welcome to do the whole trip or portions of it with us.
We’ve been to Tassie a couple of times and there are things we’ve
seen and wish to re-visit, some we don’t wish to re-visit, and lots
still on the ‘to do’ list, etc but together we can all plan a trip that
suits and hopefully keep it a bit flexible so we can work in with
whatever the weather throws at us.

Send this completed form to the trip co-ordinator and the magazine editor. Ensure you enter the trip into the Proposed
Trips and Events area on the web site forum or ask the trip co-ordinator to do so for you.

If you wish to go on this trip, ensure you register with the trip leader.
Am I going? Yes / No
Have I registered? Yes / No
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TRIP REPORTS
RIVERINA NSW DAY TRIP
words and photos by Damo
It was a splendid day for our small group of 3 vehicles for a club trip around the Riverina taking on Morgan’s
Lookout, Henty, Milbrulong, Lockhart and Urana. Manfred & Narelle in a Landcruiser, new member Gary and his
father Don as a guest for the day in their Landcruiser and Kerry, Tom and I as leader of the trip in the Hilux.
Our first stop was Morgan’s Lookout, where we had morning tea. We then climbed up and had a look at the 360
degree views from the top and around the area.
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After spending a good couple hrs there, we travelled to Henty for a stop at the Bakery where we had a coffee
and cake. We then checked out a couple of antique/second-hand dealers in town before heading to our next
stop. This was at Milbrulong where the painted water tower had Rosellas on it.
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Just down from the water tower there was an old shop which had what looked like a home-made replica of a
Penny Farthing bike. We were all taking photos as the owner was pulling out of the driveway, so he stopped and
chatted to us, and then moved the Penny Farthing to an old horse drinking trough and asked if the young fella
(Tom) and a couple of bigger kids being "me and Gary" wanted to hop on for a photo. The 3 of us took up the
gesture and got on- you don’t have that opportunity
every day, being in just the right place at the right
moment.

After that we headed onto Lockhart, where we had
a look at a couple of metal art sculptures as we
got into town, then headed for the Lockhart
Services Club for a Chinese lunch.
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Afterwards we checked out the rest of the art sculptures and
painted water tower in town before heading to our next
destination at Urana.

When we got to Urana, we checked out an old pub that is
nearing 100 years old and still standing, before stopping at
Urana’s spider water tower with the spider hanging off it.
We had our afternoon tea by the man-made lake nearby before heading straight home from there.
A good day had by all.
Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc – MAY 2021
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SIMPSON DESERT - 2021
with Craig & Kristen Cheetham.
With up to 130mm of rain across the centre 2 weeks before departure, we knew we’d be in for a few challenges
but it wasn’t until we got up there did we discover the full extent of the road closures with almost 1000km of
detours in the end. This trip with a few local friends all towing Tvans was to be run last year, a loop taking in the
Oodnadatta Track, Simpson Desert crossing to Birdsville, Innamincka returning via Broken Hill.
A keen eye on the SA road condition website we headed up through the Flinders Ranges camping at Warren
Gorge passing through Kanyaka & Bunyeroo Valley on our way to Farina witnessing extensive flash flood damage
along the way. With the Oodnadatta Track just open that day we headed north hoping access to the Desert
would follow but it wasn’t to be.

Algebuckina Ghan Railway Bridge.

Peak Telegraph Station.

After speaking with a local pilot who’d flown over the desert & confirming all roads north of Oodnadatta to be
closed including those to Dalhousie Springs for quite some time, we had no option but to loop around via Coober
Pedy then up the Birdsville track which had only just opened to those of us towing. It was surreal in that we only
saw a dozen cars over the 500km journey up the Birdsville Track despite being school holidays. With a few
detours around flooded sections & one trailer puncture local businesses were glad see us roll in after seeing few
tourists for 14 months.
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No problem scaling Big Red with Tvan’s in tow.
With no route across the Desert possible, our plan changed to towing the trailers through to our night’s camp at
Eyre Creek, then the following day run out to Poepell’s Corner. With little traffic the sand was easy going despite
towing, our biggest concerns instead being the heat (35 degrees) and the incessant flies. Passing back through
Birdsville the road to Cordillo once again opened just in time heading onto Arrabury, then down to the Dig Tree
& Innamincka. We spent our spare day exploring the Bourke & Wills historical sites.
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Even the 20 year old Mark 1 Tvan performed faultlessly. Great bit of gear.
Another detour around floodwaters to get to Cameron’s Corner it was down the newly laid bitumen out of
Tibooburra to Broken Hill, Silverton & home via Mildura.
A great trip despite the many detours & got to support a few locals along the way that have obviously been
doing it hard.
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2020 – Trip & Event Calendar
MAY 2021
TUESDAY
May 4th

Committee
Meeting

Wangaratta
Club

6.00pm
start

TUESDAY
May 11th

General
Meeting
BIRTHDAY
DINNER
CRAIGS HUT
TRIP

Wangaratta
Club

Please inform Secretary
6.00 for
Beryl for numbers
6.30pm
jbandbjstrang@bigpond.com start

Meet at
McDonalds
Wangaratta

Damian O’Connor
0417526175 or
damnkez@people.net.au
as per Pre- Trip Reports

SATURDAY
May 29th

8.00am

TRIP CURRENTLY FULL
IF STILL INTERESTED
CONTACT DAMO TO ENQUIRE
IF HE HAS ANY
CANCELLATIONS

JUNE 2021
TUESDAY
June 1st

Committee
Meeting

Wangaratta
Club

6.00pm
start

TUESDAY
June 8th

General
Meeting

Tarrawingee
Car Club
Rooms

8.00pm
start

JULY 2021
TUESDAY
July 6th

Committee
Meeting

Wangaratta
Club

6.00pm
start

TUESDAY
July 13th

Social Gettogether

Venue tba

6.30 pm
start
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AUGUST 2021
TUESDAY
August 3rd

Committee
Meeting

Wangaratta
Club

6.00pm
start

TUESDAY
August 10th

General
Meeting

Tarrawingee
Car Club
Rooms

8.00pm
start

Currently several Trips in planning stage as per last April Meeting Minutes printed above.
Updates on these will be distributed to members as soon as confirmation is received.
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