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WANGARATTA 4X4 CLUB
The Wangaratta 4WD Club has evolved from a few
members in 1983, to our current membership of over 30
families. The Club is made up of individuals and families
who are interested in responsible Four-Wheel Driving.

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club
Committee Members
ExecutivePresident
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Other Committee MembersNewsletter editor
Publicity Officer
Trip Coordinator
Membership
Graham Abotomey
Sue Abotomey

Neville Sonego
Irene Jones
Beryl Strang
Mick Maher

There is no restriction on the make or type of four-wheel
drive vehicle, and there is always plenty of variety and
camaraderie amongst members.

Bev Maher
Bev Maher
Damian O’Connor
Manfred Wagner

Non-Committee PositionsTraining Coordinator
FWDV Representative
Web Master

Dave van Zanten
Dave Van Zanten
Andrew Brown

WEBSITE:
www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au

Where we live: Members live all over the North
East and beyond, including from Benalla,
Beechworth, Corowa, Howlong Glenrowan,
Milawa, Albury, Wodonga, Wangaratta,
Goorambat, Tatong, Langwarrin, Molyullah,
Myrtleford, Mount Beauty, Mulwala,Yarrawonga,
Stanhope, Violet Town, Melbourne, Rosebud and Overseas
(England).

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club is affiliated
with Four Wheel Drive Victoria.
Members of our club are proud to be part of the
Adopt a Hut Program and work with Parks
Victoria to look after Top Crossing and Lake
Cobbler huts.

Membership: Single or family $80.00 p.a.

Temporary Membership: $15.00 (Three trips)

General Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, generally at the North East Car Club Rooms,
Tarrawingee Recreation Reserve, commencing 8.00pm. There is no meeting in January. Please refer to the
club calendar. Visitors are always most welcome.
TRACK TORQUE: Newsletter Contributions may be forwarded to …
Editor: Bev Maher - editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au
This is your newsletter so be part of it and send in any articles of interest, comments, trips, birthdays etc.
Editorial Deadline:- 1st of the month
Advertising: $100/yr. Please contact the editor for further details.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editor or of Wangaratta Four
Wheel Drive Club Inc. The editor reserves the right to delete any section of any article, or reject any article, which has been sent in for
publication in the Newsletter
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THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
PRESIDENT’S REPORT – DECEMBER 2021.

Congratulations to Dave Van Zanten on his election to the committee of 4WD Victoria. It will be
of benefit to the club to have a member on that committee to keep us up to date with current
issues.
Time to roll the dice again and continue to plan for future trips and be confident that they will
eventuate, even if it means a change of dates/venues. It is always great to have something to
look forward to and pleasing to see new members in the club and participating in club activities.
As there is not a meeting in January it is now time to start looking for members to occupy
executive position for 2022. I will not be in a position to be able to continue to be a committee
member although I will continue to be a member of the club.

Neville Sonego
President
Club Contact Details
Name and Position Held

Mobile Number

Email Address

Neville Sonego
(President)

0427 251 576

nsonego1@yahoo.com

Beryl Strang (Secretary)

03 5728 1825

jbandbj.strang@bigpond.com

Mick Maher (Treasurer)

0419 533 898

mick@maher.net.au

Damian O'Connor (Trip
Coordinator)

0417 526 175

damnkez@people.net.au

Bev Maher
(Editor Track Torque)

0419 533 898

editor@wangaratta4x4club.org.au
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WANGARATTA 4x4 Club Meeting
- Tuesday 9th November 2021
▪ Location — North East Car Club rooms, Nolan Road, Tarrawingee Recreation Reserve.
▪ Date

Present
(from Attendance
Book)
Apologies
Guests
Approval of Minutes
previous Meeting as
in Track Torque
Business Arising from
Meeting

Narelle Cula, David Blore, Bev & Mick Maher, Craig Cheetham, Manfred Wagner, Barry
Richardson, Sue & Graham Abotomey, Monica & Neville French, Damian O’Connor,
Robyn & Glenn Norton, Jeanette & Allan Wallace, Chris & Neville Sonego, John & Beryl
Strang, Fiona & David van Zanten, Ron Grant.
Gill Sydes, Irene Jones, Gary Jordan.
Kate Knipping, James Knipping, Subir Carrick
Moved: Monica French
Seconded: Chris Sonego
Carried
1. Trailer’s new home: Gary Jordan has offered to house the trailer at his place. It won’t
be under cover, but the tarp will be used for protection. Gary & Neville will organise the
transfer of the trailer from Tarrawingee to Bowser.
2. Covid guidance – see General Business

Correspondence
In

FWDV: AGM (at Manningham Hotel & possibly Zoom)
Annual report
Nominations for Board positions: Colin Oates, Fred de Grooyer, Eric Bishop, Dave
Roberts, David van Zanten
Life Blood Challenge
Covid guidance
VHCHA: AGM at Lake Nillahcootie, 20th Nov 2p.m. (RSVP 17/11)

Correspondence
Out

Notices re meetings, Covid guidance & trips to members

Correspondence
Accepted

Moved: Beryl S
Seconded: Sue A
Carried
As per the latest Track Torque.

President’s Report
Treasurer’s Report

Calendar/Proposed
Trips

As presented to Committee. Mick M informed attendees of current balances, recent
expenditure & receipts, including some reimbursements of excess money paid for
printed shirts. Members are always able to ask Mick if they require further information.
Moved: Mick M
Seconded: Graham A
Carried
• David Blore’s High Country Trip – is full! Details in November Track Torque.
• David & Fiona – have a range of trips planned, including
o Tassie in March 2022
o Gastro Tour 19/02 – 20/02
o Lake Buffalo 29/04 – 1/05
o Check the Club’s Facebook page for details.
• Stringybark Creek Club Christmas Camp: 3 – 5/12/2021. Tolmie pub still close; Sue
to check Tatong pub and take numbers for Friday night dinner, if it is open.
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David has nothing planned currently but there may be a Driver Training course
in May 2022.

Merchandise

Printed Club shirts. Are being subsidised by the Club for all orders taken by November
30th (1 per member). $50 per shirt; orders and money to Sue by that deadline.

4WD Victoria

David v Z as Club delegate and as nominee as a Board Member. Dave explained that
there had been some internal conniptions within the Board, He asked for Club guidance
regarding the election of the next President. The Club asked Dave to support the
election of Eric Bishop.
Dave heard earlier on Tuesday that he had been elected to the Board. Neville S
congratulated Dave.
1. Covid guidance & changes to Trip Leaders’ form/s
Guidance from FWDV was distributed to all members. As all participants at any
Club events need to show proof of vaccination, it was decided that the
Secretary should keep a Register of Members’ Vaccination status. Any Trip
Leaders can refer to the list when organising a trip.

General Business

2. Covid vax record keeping for meetings & trips? See above – Club Vax Register
3. New email for Secretary – will be in next TT and used for future mail-outs to
members.
wang4x4club.secretary@gmail.com
4. December Club meeting/Christmas BBQ: The Club will provide meat; members to
bring a salad or dessert to share. Flyer to be sent out to enable meat to be ordered.
5. Trailer keys: held by Neville S at trailer location; Beryl S, in Secretary’s folder; Damo.

Speaker

Trip Reports

Dave v Zanten:
Recovery Gear. Dave’s old recovery gear was – old – and heavy. He has changed to a kit
of Saber Offroad equipment, which is lighter, using aluminium, soft shackles and rope
rather than straps and steel. Dave bought both sets of gear to explain the changes.
There was some discussion about the merits of the new vs the old equipment used by
members.
Chris S reported on the amended Harrow/Melville Caves trip.
Craig told the meeting about the local camping he has enjoyed as well as the trip to
Queensland via South Australia, which ended with the sad demise of the FJ, after
165,000 hard kms. He is on the wait list for the next vehicle…
He also reported on the frustration of dealing with the FWDV’s insurer, CGU, although
the agent, Affinity, were competent.
Craig also said the EPIRB is out of date and needs to be discarded. Craig will research
choices for a possible replacement.
Damo reported on a trip he and Jason took towards Lovitts Hut. Damo’s report is on
FaceBook.

Meeting closed at: 9.09
Next Meeting: Tuesday, 14th December 2021,

(Next Committee Meeting Tues Dec 7th)

Time: 6 p.m. for BBQ tea, followed by the meeting.
Place: Tarrawingee Car Club
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CLUB NEWS
COVID PROTOCOLS REMAIN IN PLACE FOR ALL CLUB ACTIVITIES
Everyone has a role to play
in slowing the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19)
Before you attend any Trips or Attendance Meetings:
If you are feeling unwell you should stay at home. If you have symptoms of coronavirus
(COVID-19), however mild, you should get tested.

COVID GUIDELINES FROM 4 WHEEL DRIVE VICTORIA
The Association has been provided with the following information as Guidelines for Clubs and
activities. We will provide further updates as details come to hand.
As always, the Association will adhere to all COVID-19 restrictions and guidelines as outlined by the
Chief Health Officer and we ask that our Clubs and members do the same.
Please also see the attached guide for acceptable proof of COVID-19 vaccination status.
The overarching rules are:•
•

metro Melbourne and regional Vic come under the same rules
masks are mandatory indoors, but no longer required outdoors

•

A QR code check-in system must be used, or alternatively, Club events must be registered
with the Club and accurate information about dates, location, attendance etc maintained
Outdoor settings are set at DQ2 (one person per 2 square metres) for up to 500 people.
Every person attending a Club trip or event must either be fully vaccinated (i.e. two doses)
or have a medical exemption. The Trip Leader (ie organiser of the event) must view evidence
of full vaccination or medical exemption for every person attending a Club event.
Members may be asked to send evidence of vaccination or exemption prior to the trip or event or
be asked to show it on arrival.
Members and visitors who are not vaccinated, have only had one vaccination or those who are
not prepared to disclose their vaccination status will not be able to participate in Club trips and
events.

•
•

•
•
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GUEST SPEAKER- Dave Van Zanten

At our last meeting in November, Dave gave a very
interesting talk about a new range of Recovery gearSaber Off-Road Equipment, and the comparisons
with other brands regarding weight and strength.

CLUB SATELLITE PHONEClub currently has Satellite phone which is available to be used for Club events or other Trips.
Usage and Data costs to be borne by user
Currently Craig kindly pays for a monthly plan, to avoid each user needing to set up a new plan & SIM
card for any use. Anyone who uses the phone pays for that monthly cost and for the cost of any calls
(currently $2 per minute/50c texts)
Club trips have first priority for use, then individual Club members.
Booking Contact is: Craig Cheetham crackles101@gmail.com / 0428 538 478

****SHIRTS ORDER- A last “Last Chance Saloon” email sent to
members. Direct credit & send order to Sue OR bring order & $50 to Xmas BBQ
on Dec 14th.
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CLUB SHIRTS
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1. STRINGYBARK CREEK CAMPGROUND- CHRISTMAS CAMP
This year’s Christmas gathering will once again be held at Stringybark Creek.
Stringybark Creek Rd, Archerton GPS: -36.86903 146.20166
Cost: Free
The Stringybark Creek camping area is a beautiful spot. There are drop toilets, picnic tables and fire
pits. Large areas and both are shaded or open and grassy. This camping area is right next to a
memorial to three Police Officers who were shot dead by Ned Kelly and his gang in 1878. Awesome
place to spend weekend. ... Suitable for all types of vehicles and camping set ups.
Dates- Friday Dec 3rd to Sunday December 5
BYO everything
FRIDAY NIGHT- If anyone interested in going for evening meal, please contact Sue Abotomey asap on
susieabotomey@hotmail.com or text 0424 914 200, so she can confirm numbers for a
booking.
PLEASE NOTE 4 WHEEL DRIVE VICTORIA REGULATIONS RE COVID
ALL PARTICIPANTS MUST BE FULLY VACCINATED
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2. GASTRONOMICAL TRIP – 19TH – 20TH FEBRUARY
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3. MOUNT BUFFALO- 29th April to 1st May 2022

Pre Trip Report
Wangaratta 4WD Club
Name of Trip:
Date/s:
Timings:
Include where to meet, departure time and return time

Camping at Mt Buffalo
29/04/2022

1/05/2022

From

To

As this isn’t a long drive we will meet at the Lake
Catani campground on Mt Buffalo on Friday 29th
April after work, whatever time that may be.
(around 6:30ish)

We’ve never camped on Mt Buffalo but wish to stay there
and do some of the walks, check out all the waterfalls, the
List things such as Destination, Plan, Expected weather,
wildlife, etc and go up to the Horn for sunset on the
Sights, Places, Key track names, etc
Saturday.
Weather at that time of year will probably be cool but not
too cold, than again it could be anything as we all know
how unpredictable the mountains can be.
You will need to book a campsite, bookings are hard to get
at the more popular times hence the timing for this trip.
The campground closes for winter on the Sunday we leave
but there are plenty of vacancies for this particular
weekend. Select a site to suit how you wish to camp, site
details are on the booking website
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/bookings/place/lakecatanicampground a map of the campground is at
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au//media/project/pv/main/parks/documents/visitorguidesand-publications/mount-buffalo/mountbufalo-nationalpark-lake-catani-campgroundmap.pdf

Trip Details:

Trip Leader:
Trip Rating:

David

van Zanten

0400 936 113

First Name

Surname

Contact Info

Scenic

Campground is accessible via
2wd so very easy. Campground
has hot showers, camp kitchen,
etc

A brief description of likely conditions to be encountered

Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club Inc – DECEMBER 2021

Page 11

Track Torque
Select rating then add notes if needbe

Number of Vehicles:

Unlimited (so long as you get a campsite booking)

Suitable for:

No campsites will fit large vans. The campground
map details which sites are suited to vans verses
tents and the website provides dimensions of each
site

List type of vehicle, whether campers or caravans can be
taken, etc.

Vehicle Requirements:
All vehicles on club trips are required to have recovery points and
carry their own recovery equipment, a snatch strap, shackles and
dampener as a minimum. All vehicles require a UHF radio, the trip
leader will advise radio channel prior to departure.
Trip leader to list other items that may be required for this trip.

Tyres

Highway

Winch

No

Lift

No

Snorkel

No

AS per above, campground is accessible via 2wd so no particular vehicle
requirements apply.

Things such as snow chains, water blinds, chainsaw, etc.

Fuel and Supplies:
Brief description of where fuel and other supplies can be
obtained if at all.

There is a coffee van that operates at times near the
chalet but no shops or fuel available on the
mountain.
Fuel required, fuel availability, cater for how many meals, spare parts required, etc

Food, clothing, prohibited items, fire restrictions, other items
to bring, etc

Bring everything you need to camp for the weekend
including a range of clothing to suit warm to cold
weather. Bring your walking shoes and cameras!
We will probably take our canoe for a paddle on the
lake.

Permits, Camp fees, etc

As per link above, 2 nights cost us $52.60

Trip Specific Info:
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Send this completed form to the trip co-ordinator, web site administrator and the newsletter editor.

If you wish to go on this trip, ensure you register with the trip leader. Do not turn up
without registering. Remember to let the trip leader know if you need to cancel.

3. TASMANIA TRIP – MARCH 2022
by Dave and Fiona Van Zanten

Trip Title:

2022 Joint Club Tassie Tour

Trip Dates:

6/03/2022

25/03/2022

From

To

Trip Leader:

Fiona and Dave

van Zanten

0400 936 113

First Name

Surname

Contact Info
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Trip Rating:

planning to be confirmed.
Planning base camps with our camper and
Track Torque
day trips from those locations.

Select rating then add notes if needbe

Number of Vehicles:

No limit

Suitable for vans/trailers:

Yes. If you wish to tow a camper or caravan I suggest you book the
ferry ASAP. On our last trip to Tassie bookings for the return trip
were booked out quite quickly.

Trip Proforma
We expect that by March next year Covid will be under control and hope that it won’t play a part but be
aware that some bookings can’t be cancelled and don’t include Covid refunds so you may wish to
consider travel insurance to cover such situations.

b Trip
Pmv25
Feb 15

Vehicles Must Have:

Tyres

Highway

Winch

No

For any off road event each vehicle must have
UHF Radio, approved recovery points front and

Lift

No

Snorkel

No

rear and a snatch strap with dampener as a
minimum.
If you are not self sufficient with recovery
equipment check to see if you can borrow club
property or ask the trip leader if there is
someone with whom you can buddy up.

This is mainly a touring / social trip, nothing other than a UHF for
convoy chat is required. We hope to do a bit of 4WDing, nothing
extreme. Anyone wishing to join us in that will need basic recovery
gear.

Trip Notes:

Fuel and Supplies:

We have a rough itinerary planned at this stage. Anyone wishing
to join us is welcome to do the whole trip or portions of it with us.
We’ve been to Tassie a couple of times and there are things we’ve
seen and wish to re-visit, some we don’t wish to re-visit, and lots
still on the ‘to do’ list, etc but together we can all plan a trip that
suits and hopefully keep it a bit flexible so we can work in with
There is generally fuel available as required
whatever the weather throws at us.

Fuel required, fuel availability, cater for how many meals, spare parts required, etc

Permits, Camp fees, etc

At this stage the ferry booking is the main thing to get sorted. The
trip dates above are the dates of our ferry booking.
Much of our camping will be at free sites or locations where
charges are minimal.
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Send this completed form to the trip co-ordinator and the magazine editor. Ensure you enter the trip into the Proposed Trips and
Events area on the web site forum or ask the trip co-ordinator to do so for you.

If you wish to go on this trip, ensure you register with the trip leader.
Am I going? Yes / No
Have I registered? Yes / No

TRIP REPORTS
1. PRE-TASSIE CHILTERN TRIP
A group of members from both Wangaratta 4x4 Club and AlburyWodonga 4x4 Club met up at the Chiltern property of James and
Kate for a short get together in preparation for the Tasmania Trip
planned for March 2022.
It was a wonderful opportunity to meet each other, exchange
ideas, make bookings and refine plans – not to mention just a
wonderful spot to get away into our wonderful bushland areas.
Lots of banter, camp-fires, shared stories and a great drive up to
Mt Pilot for amazing views and some lovely wildflowers to top off
a very enjoyable few days away.
Sincere thanks to James and Kate.
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2. MELVILLE CAVES TRIP – “The Harrow that wasn’t Harrow”
By Chris Sonego
When we had to cancel the Harrow trip we decided to go away anyway, just to get away. So, we met at Melville
Caves near Inglewood and set up camp. We got there as it started to rain. Nortons were already set up and we
got our shelter up just as the heavens opened. And did it rain! We were happy to be at the top of the hill rather
than further down and retired to our little cubbies to read and wait. Finally, it eased off, and I think that’s when
Graeme and Manfred arrived. We were wondering about Beryl and John when they rang. They were in the worst
of it and sought refuge in a motel as the roads were flooded, police out, the full catastrophe. Driving around the
next few days it was obvious where the water had been – debris on fences, gullies scoured, rubbish on road.
Then it cleared, a fire was lit, and we had a perfect, still evening. A bit of an anticlimax really. Beryl and John
arrived next morning with their tale of drama. Mick and Bev arrived having missed all the fun. It was a great site
with huge boulders strewn around, very atmospheric. We decided to stay there for the full time rather than
moving to Wedderburn.
We spent the first day walking, finding some great views of the surrounding country after clambering around the
rocks. In that country you don’t have to climb very high for a raised area to be deemed a lookout, so that was a
bonus. Next day we headed for another walk and a drive to Tarnagulla, a small town that had seen better days,
but was interesting to look at. Found a pub at Dunolly and enjoyed a good counter lunch before heading back.
Some detouring to Bridgewater to sample the famed vanilla slices may have occurred.
Next on the agenda was a gentle drive around Mt Koorong. Note this was a touring group, no recovery gear
needed. That was before the rain. The scenery was great, the road a bit cut up, then a mud patch appeared. The
men inspected it, prodded with sticks, did a bit of track clearing and annnounced it was ok to go around it. It
wasn’t. More conferencing. Out with the winch. Thanks Glen. We split up to find our own way home via counter
lunches, bakeries, etc. More vanilla slices may have been purchased. Another good night around the fire.
We headed home after a relaxing few day, thinking it might be a good campsite to return to, and thinking more
incidental trips like this would be good fun for the retired contingent. We could go to various regions and
instigate a vanilla slice led recovery in country Victoria. Chris

View from Melville Caves

Time around the camp-fire
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Tarnagulla

Wedderburn

Happy 50th Anniversary Sue and Graham

Lovely drive that ended up a bit “sticky”
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2021 – Trip & Event Calendar

TUESDAY
December 14th

General
Meeting
XMAS
MEETING

TUESDAY
January 4th
TUESDAY
January 11th

DECEMBER 2021
Tarrawingee
BBQ @ CLUB ROOMS
6.00pm
Car Club
MEAT PROVIDED
start
Rooms
BYO CHAIR,DRINKS &
UTENSILS
SALADS & SWEET TO
SHARE
PLEASE NOTE 4 WHEEL
DRIVE VICTORIA
REGULATIONS RE COVID
JANUARY 2022
NO MEETING

SOCIAL
EVENING

TUESDAY
February 1st

Committee
Meeting

TUESDAY
February 8th

General
Meeting

FEBRUARY
19th-20th

Gastronomical
Tour

TUESDAY
March1st

Committee
Meeting

TUESDAY
March 8th

General
Meeting

TBA

FEBRUARY 2022
Wangaratta
Club

6.00pm
start

6.00pm
start

Tarrawingee
Club Rooms

8.00pm
start
As per Pre-Trip Report

MARCH 2022
Wangaratta
Club
Tarrawingee
Club Rooms

6.00pm
start
? Social Evening
More info to come

APRIL 2022
Wangaratta
Club

TUESDAY
April 5th 1st

Committee
Meeting

TUESDAY
April 12th

AGM

April 29th –
May 1st

MOUNT
BUFFALO TRIP

8.00pm
start

6.00pm
start

Tarrawingee
Club Rooms

8.00pm
start
As per Pre-Trip Report

NB. 2022 AGM MOVED TO APRIL(due to half the committee being in Tassie!
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Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club
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PO Box 494 Wangaratta 3676
www.wangaratta4x4club.org.au

“Responsible Four Wheel Driving And Family Touring”
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