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Canning/Central Australian Trip 
 
The Canning Stock Route runs from Wiluna WA to Halls Creek WA and has been noted as the most 
remote track in Australia (and indeed one of the remotest in the world) and is one of the longest in 
Australia. The track (approx 2000 kms) crosses deserts and has rough corrugations, rocks and over 
700 sand dunes. The Aboriginal people now own the majority of this area through which the track 
traverses. It is a major trip and one that demands thorough preparation and 4x4 experience.  
 
Knowing all this, six vehicles left Yulara (the campsite near Uluru) May 27th with eleven excited 
passengers to complete an epic round journey across the Gunbarrel (400 kms), the Canning Stock 
Route (1800 kms) and the Tanami to head back into Alice Springs. The trip would also take in 
Rudall River National Park in a very remote area west of the Canning, the Bungle Bungles and 
Wolfe Creek Crater. Along the way we would pass through many desert regions including the 
Gibson, the Great Sandy, the Little Sandy and the Tanami Deserts. In total the trip from Yulara 
westward, northward, then back into Alice took us 40 days (approx 25 days on the Canning).  
 
Trish & Ian had their Nissan ute with a roof top tent, Ron & Marg had their Nissan wagon with a 2 
man tent, Stewart & Jan had their Nissan ute with canopy & bed inside, Les & Robyn had their 
Toyota with Tailgate camper, Irene had her trusty Pajero wagon with her roof topper & Allan & 
Jeanette had their Toyota ute with its Trayon. Yes a motley bunch we were but all well prepared & 
ready for what the adventure might present us ... or so we hoped! 
 
 
 
Our route took us across The Great Central 
road from Yulara (NT) to Warburton (WA). 
We were pleasantly surprised at this road 
with really no driving hassles at all and 
enjoyed the western views of Kata Tjuta 
(Olgas).   We visited Giles Meteorology 
Station near Warakurna Roadhouse before 
leaving The Great Central at Warburton 
and taking the Heather Highway leading to the Gunbarrel. The Heather Highway gave us more of 
an introduction to the corrugations that were to become a daily or more realistically an hourly 
occurrence. We camped one night on The Heather. This campsite introduced us to the gibber plains 
(using tent pegs was very difficult).  
 
Then it was the famous Gunbarrel. We enjoyed the stops 
at markers, Cairns, hills and wells reminding us of the 
feats of past explorers and surveyors. Of course we 
climbed every rocky outcrop possible, which not only gave 
us, exercise but fantastic views.  
 
 
The Gunbarrel also tested us with many of the track 
conditions we would come across on the Canning - 
corrugations, sand, rocks, washouts, dust and vegetation 
encroaching on the track.                                                       Photo: A working well on the Gunbarrel 
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After completing the Gunbarrel we had a couple of days "rest" camping about 10 kms out of Wiluna 
to catch up with the washing, fuel, shopping and the necessary repairs. 
 
Then we began the three weeks plus on the Canning Stock Route. What were the conditions of this 
track? - Corrugations, corrugations & more bloody CORRUGATIONS, but then none of us would 
have missed all the other experiences on offer in spite of the BLOODY CORRUGATIONS.  The 
changing vegetation and scenes continually amazed us. We were so fortunate that the prior good 
year regarding rainfall had promoted lush vegetation. 
 
The concentrated driving meant that rest stops had to be plentiful. Usually the vehicles were on the 
road about 8.30 am and finished by about 3.30 pm after breaks for morning tea and lunch and 
taking every opportunity to visit the points of interest along the track (and these were many). Again 
we climbed rocky hills, stopped at wrecked vehicles, trailers and motorbikes, visited graves, 
inspected aboriginal rock art, caves, beautiful springs and gorges, and of course visited 51 wells for 
which the Canning is famous. We missed No 20 well as it was too far a detour and was abandoned 
anyway. 
 

Our clever leader Ian had also planned for sensible rest breaks where we had at least a couple of 
days break from driving. These spots for Rest and Recuperation were at the Gunbarrel Laager 
Camping Ground (just before the Canning), then at Durba Springs, the Desert Queen Baths in the 
Rudall River National Park (which meant about 250 kms round trip off the Canning Track via the 
Talawana Track), at Halls Creek and in the Bungle Bungles.  
 
We had three major refuelling stops along the way at the Aboriginal communities of Parrngurr, 
Kunawarritji and Billiluna. We really appreciated the fresh vegetables, fruit, supplies and necessary 
fuel we could get at these communities. 
 
Our camp spots ranged from beautiful spread out spots between gorges with waterholes and toilets 
and scenic walks to one spot where we were all crammed amongst the spinifex with our communal 
fire just about on the track.   
 
        Photo: Changing colours must be seen to be believed 
 
Unfortunately  it  was  almost  a  “non  event”  reaching  
the end of the Canning. There was no big sign to say 
“Congratulations”.  Thankfully  we  caught  some  
southbound travellers who took a group photo of us 
at the last well.  
 
Of course it was on to the Tanami once we finished 
the Canning and up to Halls Creek where we enjoyed 
showers and a night out at the local pub. Then it was 
off to the beautiful Bungle Bungles. We all loved the 
varied walks and the beautiful changing colours. 
 
Returning to Halls Creek we went for a drive south to visit the Great Wall of China and a couple of 
beautiful springs. We also visited what was left of old Halls Creek town and then left for our drive 
back down the Tanami to Wolfe Creek Crater. We had hoped to souvenir a meteorite rock for one of 
our club members but as we had expected there were signs prohibiting this.   
 
We spent two nights coming down the Tanami before we reached Alice and headed off our 
separate ways for shopping, repairs, haircuts etc before we caught up for our final celebratory 
dinner all together.   
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What a trip it had been & of course our thanks went to Ian who had so thoroughly researched the 
trip to ensure its success.  
 
We all thoroughly recommend the trip to others but do we want to make the trip again? Not quite 
yet. We need to let our vehicles & gear recover and to go over our beautiful photos so that what we 
have done will sink in. 
 
The Canning Stock Route is an adventure for 
those who love outback travel. It is arduous but 
delightful, with many highlights, reminds us of 
many tragedies and has unique terrain and 
colour. It is a must do for 4X4 drivers.  
  
                Photo: We live in a vast and remote country 
 
PS: Hopefully this has given you a small taste of 
our recent BIG trip and has whet your appetite 
because we plan to give you visual and oral 
presentation at our meeting in November. 
 
Jeanette Wallace 
 
 
Ed Note: Thanks Jeanette. A great trip and trip report. Well done. (Jeanette and Irene will be 
presenting their full report at the November general meeting.) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            David Suffield            Licensed Plumber 

  41 Suffield Lane,  Moyhu Lic. No: 43228  
 

 Roofing   Maintenance & Repairs 

 Gasfitting   New Buildings  

 Stormwater   Renovations 

 Water Supply 

 Air Conditioning   General Welding 

 Sewers      also available              

 Irrigation 
   

          Servicing Wangaratta, Benalla, Myrtleford and surrounding areas. 
 

Tel: (03)5727 9535             0428 279 535 
 


